
Stated Meeting
Tuesday January 3 at 7:30

Filet Mignon Dinner served from 6:00PM. 
Reservations closed. $20.00 at the door without 

reservation
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Freemasonry:  Friendship, personal growth, and spirituality without dogmatism

The Lodge 693 Trestleboard January 2012

from the east    

Well, we certainly started off on the 
right foot with our Installation 
Ceremony and Dinner on the 17th 
of December.  The Lodge was  
packed!  What a GREAT feeling!  
This is my wish:  “That the Lodge 
is filled with true and faithful 

Brothers.”  This has always been my theme in 
each post that I have held over the years:  
“Come to Lodge”.    It started the night I was 
made an Entered Apprentice Mason and was 
brought from Darkness to Light.  I was totally 
unprepared for what my eyes beheld.  I 
haven’t been the same since.  As Junior 
Warden, I reinstated the art of cooking for the 
Brethren, and the Brethren responded; they 
came.  Sort of like “if you build it, they will 
come”.  I never doubted it.  And I don’t doubt 
it now because there is a worldwide 
resurgence happening in our Fraternity.  It’s as 
though the World is in search of something 
more, something with substance, more Light.  
Palm Springs Lodge #693 is doing its part.  
Our renewal has been slow, but it has been 
steady.  The first inclination came at Dinner 
when I fired up the stove again, and then at 
Explorations in Masonry by PM Cesar Rubio 
for those seeking further Light.  We began to 
attract a younger generation, the ones we 
have been waiting for.  Our Brother Mark 
Hunter is coming up on his 3rd Degree January 
17th.   Michael Borders will be initiated on 
January 24th.  Our Brother Donald Jay Shore 
was raised to the sublime Degree of Master 
Mason on December 20th.      

Continued on page 3

Congratulations to Brother Dave Chandler of Palm 
Desert, who, after returning a superb proficiency, was 
passed to the Degree of Fellow Craft on Tuesday Dec 
13th.  Dave just recently affiliated with Lodge 693 and 
we're proud to have him with us.  Brother Dave, may 
your Masonic journey be joyful and fulfilling - 
welcome!
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              from the west    
 
                  “Every day is a new beginning.  Treat it that way.

Stay away from what might have been, and look at what can be”

First, it is my pleasure to be able to take up the position in the West and to serve the 
Lodge. I look forward to the New Year and New Light, making small improvements in 
and outside the Lodge.

Brother Kurt Handshuh will be my Junior Deacon. Over the past couple of years he and I have been 
working together, improving ourselves and our Lodge in Masonry. This year I would like to invite the 
Brethren back for fellowship at my house or the Lodge to go over our roles and understanding our lines. 
My door is always open to any and all who would like to join us to help with the learning process. 

There is always speculation, which we do rather well, passing ideas and knowledge back and forth to 
increase that knowledge.

Either way, we will meet on the Level and enjoy the good company. We meet at different times: Thursday 
or Friday evenings and even on the weekends.

Again, I do hope I can serve the Lodge well. If anyone has questions, thoughts or a good joke please 
feel free to share!  Thank you once again, Brothers.

“May peace be with us as we walk the journey together “ 

Ted Parker, Senior Warden

760-275-1943
tedparker93@yahoo.com

Brother Don Shore of Rancho Mirage 
realized a long-held dream when he was 
raised to the Sublime Degree of Master 
Mason on Tuesday Dec 20th.  

Speaking eloquently on this occasion Don 
said "I have had a good life, a full life, an 
accomplished life.  I've conducted and 
performed at the Hollywood Bowl, 
commanded the Air force Band at Hamilton 
AFB, enjoyed the fruits of a successful 
career, and had the privilege of meeting and 
knowing some of the greatest luminaries in 
both entertainment and government.  Yet 
nothing, but nothing has been a greater 
honor and joy than that of being Raised to 
Master Mason.  The memory and the 
obligation of that night shall remain with me 
throughout my days."

Beautifully said, Brother Don - and it's great 
to have you with us at Palm Springs Lodge 
693.

mailto:tedparker93@yahoo.com
mailto:tedparker93@yahoo.com
mailto:tedparker93@yahoo.com
mailto:tedparker93@yahoo.com
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from the east continued
Our first Stated Meeting of 2012 promises to be a busy one.  There are many things to discuss.  I need 
your help, my Brothers.  I cannot do this alone.  I am so aware of the awesomeness of the East.  Help 
me make a profound difference.  Once again, I want to thank my line of Officers for agreeing to serve 
with me in 2012.  I truly believe we cannot fail.  I also would like all of you to remember our Brother 
Dennis Trosper who was taken ill and suffered two strokes; that was the reason he could not be 
installed as Tiler.  He is recovering but will need your prayers and good thoughts.  
 
Don’t miss out on February 14th Sweethearts´ Night either.  As usual, our ladies will dine for free and 
the Gentlemen will pay a small stipend.  We will have gifts for the ladies and entertainment. 

The Winter Solstice and the day of St. John the Evangelist, have come and gone.  The Sun has begun 
its laborious climb toward resurrection, and all is well in our little Blue Lodge.  I hope your holidays 
were filled with love, friendship, Brotherhood, and good food.  It’s a time of reflection now, time to 
evaluate our journey and time to make our plans.  

Fraternally and sincerely,

Luther Wood, Master
760-567-9724
lhw1972@gmail.com

from the south
Warm fraternal greetings to all my Brothers of the mystic tie. I have been a Mason for 
approximately six years now, and those that know me know that they can talk to me about 
anything. They know that I am always willing to help and that they can always count on me. If you 
ever need help with anything, just come on down to the south "y'all!"

I am pleased and honored to serve all of you as your Junior Warden for 2012! It is the beginning 
of a new and exciting year! The end of something always marks the birth of something new to take 

its place in the balance of life. Balance is our first lesson in the Entered Apprentice Degree when we receive 
the twenty-four inch gauge whereby we are taught to divide our time. So, this year, let us practice using that 
twenty- our inch gauge. 

Balance your time in everything you do in life. Be it work, school, church, or even the Lodge, but especially 
family.  Spending too much time on one particular thing can lead to neglect of others. You have plenty of 
time,  but once it is burned, you can never get it back. I, myself, am constantly trying my best to balance my 
time, striving to be a better man, in any way I can.

I would also like to remind all the Entered Apprentices and Fellowcrafts to stick with your proficiencies. The 
Brethren are always eager to help! You can reach out to anybody. All it takes is a phone call. Don’t stray 
away from it too long. Remember, Balance. Soon you will see the Light by which Master Masons Work!

David Pucksoontorn, Junior Warden
626-523-3795
glck40boi@gmail.com

mailto:lhw1972@gmail.com
mailto:lhw1972@gmail.com
mailto:glck40boi@gmail.com
mailto:glck40boi@gmail.com


Tue Jan 3      7:30PM  Stated Meeting  Filet Mignon Dinner served from 6:00PM

Sat Jan 14     9:00AM Officers School of Instruction  Inspector Richard Davis, PM leads the class on         
                       “Membership Retention”.  Social hour from 8:00AM with breakfast courtesy of Luther           
                       Wood, WM.  Not just for Officers - open to Masons of all Degrees.

Mon Jan 16   6:30PM Practice for tomorrow night’s Degree

Tue Jan 17    7:30PM - Third Degree: Brother Mark Hunter will be raised to the Sublime Degree of
                       Master Mason.  Dinner served from 6PM, Menu TBA

Mon Jan 23   6:30PM Practice for tomorrow night’s Degree

Tue  Jan 24   7:30 - 1st Degree: Mr. Michael Borders will be Initiated an Entered Apprentice Mason
                      Dinner Served from 6:00PM.  Menu TBA

Thu Jan 26    5:00PM - Lodge 693 Hall Association Meeting

Note:  Above is the January schedule as of Lodge 693 Trestleboard publication date.  Updates and 
changes are always announced via e-mail, on the Lodge website www.PalmSpringsMasons.org and via 
Twitter @Lodge693.  If you’d like to be on the e-mail list, just drop a note to 693Trestleboard@gmail.com

january at our lodge 
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“Yes, we meet upon the level
Though from every station come, 
The rich man from his mansion, 
The poor man from his home;
For the rich must leave his hoarded gold
Outside our temple door, 
And the servant feels himself a man,
Upon the Mason’s floor.”
    Author Unknown 

Masonic Assistance
“Fraternal Care Based on Masonic Values”

Masonic Family Outreach is one of the 
providers offering help to California Masons 
and their families.  They’re ready to help you 
deal with tough life issues like divorce, the 
stresses of a special needs child, job loss, 
and other significant challenges. If you, 
yourself need help or know of a family in 
distress, contact Masonic Family Outreach 
at 

 
1-888-466-3642 or

email masonicassistance@mhcuc.org 

http://www.PalmSpringsMasons.org
http://www.PalmSpringsMasons.org
mailto:693Trestleboard@gmail.com
mailto:693Trestleboard@gmail.com
mailto:masonicassistance@mhcuc.org
mailto:masonicassistance@mhcuc.org
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Masonic History in My Hometown- by Imanuel Eisendle, SD

In August 2011 I visited my home country of Austria. While there, I had a private, as well as an official 
meeting at my home with Dr. Peter Zdesar, Worshipful Master of the Masonic Lodge PARACELSUS in my 
hometown of Villach, in the Austrian State of Carinthia. The Master’s title in German is “Meister vom 
Stuhl” (abbreviated “MvSt.”) which translates literally as “Master of the Chair.” Lodges in Austria, 

incidentally, are also dark during the summer.  

Brother Peter Zdesar and I have a 28-year 
friendship and professional relationship. As part 
of this private and official meeting, I presented 
Brother Peter a 50-year commemorative coin of 
our Palm Springs Lodge # 693 (see attached 
photo, taken in the backyard).

It was a wonderful Masonic meeting. As we 
exchanged Lodge experiences, I learned even 
though we have some small differences in 
Ritual, we share the same Masonic spirit.

Brother Peter provided me a brief history of his 
Lodge Paracelsus: 

The Lodge Paracelsus was founded on October 
11, 1931 when the “Bringing in of Light” took 
place in Klagenfurt, the capital of Carinthia. 
Lodge Works were carried out in Klagenfurt and 
Villach.  Initially, the Temple did not have a fixed 
location; the first Work took place in a doctor's 
surgery room on The Old Square No.22nd in 

Klagenfurt.

This was the second Lodge in Carinthia. The first was the Lodge “To Charitable Marianna” which was 
founded at the end of the 18th century in Klagenfurt.  It existed for only a short time as Emperor Franz II had 
issued a general ban on Masonic Lodges.

The Lodge Paracelsus again ceased their official activity after a short time during the turbulent days of 
1934, mainly due to increasingly intense pressure from the authoritarian corporate state (Standestaat).

Most of the Brothers joined Viennese Lodges, but also met on a regular basis in Carinthia. During the Nazi 
period the Brethren were persecuted and some even ended up in concentration camps.

By 1944, as the war continued, preparations were being made for a rebirth of the Lodges despite great 
danger.  In particular, the Brethren Hans Piesch and Rudolf Cefarin were in charge of these preparations.  It 
was Brother Piesch who, together with the other Brethren, persuaded the Nazi Gauleiter, Head of the 
District of Carinthia to resign voluntarily before the end of the war. This,  after they had previously contacted 
Brethren of the British army on their own.

As a reward, Brother Hans Piesch was appointed as the first governor of Carinthia.

On October 11th,1945 the “Bringing in of Light” into the reborn Lodge was held in the presence of the 
British Brethren.

continued on page 6

Imanuel Eisendle, SD Lodge 693, his wife, Ulli, and 
Peter Zdesar, Meister vom Stuhl, Lodge 
Paracelsus, Villach, Austria



Masonic History in My Hometown  continued from page 5

The Lodge initially continued working in Klagenfurt, then finally moved to Villach in 1951.  At first, the Lodge 
work was done in a painter's studio, then in a private apartment, and finally in a specially constructed 
building downtown.

Several years ago a cultural center was erected in Warmbad-Villach, which now also serves as our Temple.

Brother Zdesar, WM sends these greetings:

“Through my Brother Imanuel, I send the Worshipful Master and all the Brethren of Palm Springs Masonic 
Lodge # 693 warm Fraternal Greetings from the Lodge Paracelsus in Villach, Austria.  I am looking forward 
to meeting you and your Lodge in the near future.”

Dr. Peter Zdesar, Worshipful Master (Meister vom Stuhl – MvSt.) Loge Paracelsus, Villach - Austria

Worshipful Master: Luther Wood
760 567 9724  lhw1972@gmail.com

Senior Warden: Ted Parker
760 245 1943  tedparker93@yahoo.com

Junior Warden: David Pucksoontorn
626 523 3795  glck40boi@gmail.com

Treasurer: David Berg
760 416 0464  kingdave39@hotmail.com

Secretary: Oscar Rodriguez
760 449 0417  osrocasusa@gmail.com

Chaplain: Jeffrey Huffman
760 450 8289  jeffreyhuffman32@yahoo.com

Senior Deacon: Imanuel Eisendle
760 409 7062  dreisendle@dc.rr.com

Junior Deacon: Kurt Handshuh
760 333 4410  kurtlends@gmail.com 

Marshall: Dan Oates
760 616 2873  doates818@aol.com

Senior Steward: Nick Seneca
323 868 5600  693Trestleboard@gmail.com 

Junior Steward: Mike Nyswonger
760 464 1498  mjn770@yahoo.com

Tyler: Dennis Trosper
760 343 2129

Inspector: Richard Davis, PM
760 219 7083  rdavis4@dc.rr.com

Lodge 693 2012 Officers
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caring hands and giving hearts

Jun Lejarde, Managing Partner

760-501-5250
760-345-5995

79790 Barcelona Dr.
La Quinta, CA 92253

www.majestichealthcareca.com

Member:
               Palm Springs Lodge 693
               Valley of Palm Springs Scottish Rite
               Palm Springs Shrine Club
               San Bernardino York Rites

 lodge life    The annual Installation of Officers is one of the few opportunities available to those 
of the profane world to experience a bit of the mystique and pageantry of 
Freemasonry.  It sure was an appreciative crowd applauding enthusiastically as the 
incoming Officers received their Jewels and paraded around the Lodge room.  
Installing Officer and outgoing Master Cesar Rubio expressed his thanks to the 
Bretheren and to his family for their support over the past two years. 

    It was an evening full of thanks and accolades as the new Worshipful Master, 
Luther Wood, presented flowers to his wife and Cesar’s.  There were a couple of 

poignant moments.  Brother Wood, knowing of Cesar Rubio’s fascination with astronomy, had arranged 
to have a star named for our PM, and presented a map of the heavens showing it’s location.  Also very 
moving was when Vernon Smith, PM, presented the new Master with the very gavel he’d used during 
his time in the Oriental chair of Lodge 693.

The Installation was a wonderfully successful evening.  Brother Mark Gibson, PM, served as Master of 
Ceremonies with his usual panache.  It was a night of brotherhood and fellowship at its best, with family 
and friends a part of the fun!

• Brother Dennis Trosper, our beloved Tyler, was hospitalized in December, suffering two “minor” 
strokes.  He’d been released from the hospital, but on Christmas Eve fell and broke a femur.

   As of this publication date, he is hospitalized again and will be returning to a rehabilitation facility. 
   More details will be provided via e-mail as they become available.  Please keep Brother Dennis in your  
   prayers.

• Brothers, the annual Dues notices have been mailed.  It’s vitally important to the functioning of the 
Lodge that dues be paid as soon as possible, so please, get yours in if you haven’t already.

• Welcome to Brother Roger Mickalko, of Sarnia, Ontario who is wintering in Palm Springs and has 
found a second Masonic home at our Lodge.  Nice to see you here, Roger!
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• I’m guessin’ it’s pretty rare that an Entered 
Apprentice takes the initiative to visit a 
Lodge in another state, but our Brother 
Thierry Cuille did just that in November.  
He was in Virginia on business and 
witnessed not one, but three 1st Degrees at 
Vinton Lodge #204 outside of Roanoke, VA. 
The Degrees took place on a Saturday 
morning.  Luther Wood, WM smoothed the 
way for him through correspondence with 
the Grand Lodge. 

continued on page 8

http://www.majestichealthcareca.com
http://www.majestichealthcareca.com


 lodge life (continued from page 7)

• Speaking of Entered Apprentices, Brother Brian Tremblay, who was Initiated into 
our Lodge earlier this year, recently became a first-time papa.  Congrats!

•  Brother Don Ryals, had a fantastic Masonic experience in Arizona last Fall.  Here is 
his dispatch (dated Oct 2nd 2011):

      I have just returned from Prescott, Arizona where two of my Masonic Brothers and I attended an 
outdoor 3rd degree.  It was such a great experience, I just have to share with you and anyone who may 
want to attend this annual event.  Brother Tommy Knight, Brother Lloyd Miller and I rode our motorcycles 
over.  It was a wonderful ride, mostly the scenic route avoiding the freeway.  The event is held annually on 
the beautiful Faine Ranch.  The included barbecue was fantastic!  The Lodge was tiled by a team of tilers 
on horseback.  The brotherly love and friendship made for a wonderful Degree.  The $25.00 fee was a 
bargain for sure.  The Arizona Grand Master, D. Brook Cunningham, participated in the Degree.  Because 
one of the Brothers was unable to attend due to injury, yours truly, Palm Springs Lodge 693's utility man 
had the honor of filling in.  I am happy to say, I remembered all my lines and left quite a few of our Arizona 
brothers with the impression that we in Palm Springs do good work!  Thank goodness they needed a part 
I am familiar with!  Your friend, Brother Don Ryals.

Outdoor 3rd Degree in Prescott, Arizona tiled by Masons astride apron-clad horses.  
All horses have returned “Filly Craft” proficiencies.
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Lodge 693 Trestleboard
Nick Seneca, Editor  

693Trestleboard@Gmail.com
www.PalmSpringsMasons.org

Palm Springs Lodge #693
450 S. Avenida Caballeros
Palm Springs, CA 92262
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