
Stated Meeting
Tuesday March 6 at 7:30

50 Year Pin to be presented to 
Brother Clark Trafton -

Be in Lodge for this special event!

 

Filet Mignon Dinner served from 6:00PM. 
$20.00 at the door without reservation

Freemasonry:  Friendship, personal growth, and spirituality without dogmatism

The Lodge 693 Trestleboard March 2012

from the east      

My Brothers:  What a great class our 
Brother Dennis Williams put on at our 
Explorations in Masonry on February 
28th:  a comparison between 
Freemasonry and Mormonism.  We 
are truly in step with the times.  Our 
little Blue Lodge honors Speculation.  
We also had 31 in attendance.  Do 

you feel it?  The pulse beat has changed; we are 
on the move.  How we have longed for the young 
to knock from without.  My line this year is the first 
line that I can remember with no Past Masters.  

The first Degree we put on on for Brother Bernard 
Shannon on February 21st was possibly the best 
we have ever done.  Our ritual was near perfect.  
And that's what we're striving for -- perfection.  it's a 
worthy goal.  Will we ever reach it?  As humans, 
probably not, but we were first made Masons in our 
hearts, and it shows.

I will share an email with you that Brother Don 
Shore and I received from Brother Dan Boren, a 
visitor from Seattle:  

"Luther and Donald,  I'm safely back in Seattle, a 
bit chilly and damp, but happy to be home.  I must 
tell you that the highlight of my visit to Palm 
Springs last week was visiting Lodge #693 and 
seeing a beautifully conferred EA degree. The 
welcome was warm, the ritual was polished and 
beautiful, and the brethren were genuine.  I want to 
thank both of you personally for the hospitality I 
received, and I hope you will pass along to your 
Lodge my warmest thanks for an evening well 
spent.  Should either of you, or any member of your 
lodge find yourselves in Seattle, I do hope you'll 
honor us by visiting University Lodge #141.  Please 
add my contact information to your address books 
and pass it along to any brother who might make 
use of it.  Warmly, Dan Boren, 206-850-8435, 
universitylodge141.org."  Now, that's what I'm 
talking about!  

continued on page 5
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Masonry is mystical, 
as music is mystical, 
like poetry, and love, 
and faith, and prayer, 
and all else that makes 

it worth our time to live; but its mysticism is 
sweet, sane, and natural, far from fantastic, 
and in no way eerie, unreal, or unbalanced.  
Of  course, these words fail to describe, as all 
words must, and it is therefore why Masonry 
uses symbols.
                               - Joseph Fort Newton
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              from the west    
 
                  “Every day is a new beginning.  Treat it that way.

Stay away from what might have been, and look at what can be”

Here we are brothers at the end of the first quarter of 2012. It’s Public Education Month 
and we are in full swing with a schedule that is filling up.

At Explorations in Masonry last month we had again over 30 in attendance with interest 
from both non-members and members alike. We’ll have plenty of Degree work until the end of the year, so 
lets keep up on our floor work and roles so that we can continue to be the best at what we do for the 
candidates and to lead by example for the Brethren.

I encourage all the brothers to introduce yourself and ask questions to any of our new and potential 
members so we can have a better idea of the people wanting to join.  Are they right for Masonry. Are they 
good men? Can we help them to be better men?

Stepping down   

Thank you to Brother Joe DiPuzo for his time and effort for the Lodge 693 Hall Association and bringing us 
up to date. I’d like to congratulate Brother Kurt Handshuh on being elected as the new President of the 
Hall Association

If anyone would like to get involved in any of the on goings of the Lodge or in Masonry in general please 
ask one of the principal officers.  If you have any ideas that could benefit Masonry and /or the community, 
we encourage you to bring them forward.          

Have faith in everything we do, gentlemen. Together we can conquer new heights and explore new 
horizons. Let us embrace the journey we are on and let Masonry help direct our destiny. 

I’m looking forward to seeing everyone in Lodge this month. I’d like to extend an invitation to the Grand 
Lodge and to all Masons to come share a dinner and Degree night with us as well as some great 
fellowship.

“May peace be with us as we walk the journey together “ 

Ted Parker, Senior Warden

760-275-1943  tedparker93@yahoo.com

From the Grand Lodge of California
 
 Masons have always championed public education.  Today, our leadership is needed more than ever.
 California ranks near the bottom in the United States for child literacy, a crucial building block of 
education. The vast majority of low-income families don’t have a 
single book in their homes.  Nine out of 10 children who cannot 
read at grade level by 3rd grade will never catch up.
 By focusing our resources on child literacy, we can make a 
profound difference in California public education.
 Grand Master Frank Loui’s Project aims to provide the Raising a Reader program to those who need 
it most -  kindergartners in California’s lowest-performing public schools, who are at the highest risk for 
educational failure.
 Join us for our April Stated Meeting to learn more about what the Fraternity is doing to turn the 
page in child literacy.   Mark this event on your calendar!
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from the south

For this month's lesson, I would like us to reflect on keeping inviolate that which has been entrusted 
to your care. As most of you all know, we are not a secret society because almost everyone in the 
world knows about us. Our square and compass (light) is displayed outside every lodge and temple. 
we proudly wear our clothes with masonic logos, our rings, and proudly display our masonic decals 
on our vehicles.

We are, however, a society with secrets. I have been asked, “if Masonry is so secretive, doesn't that 
mean it is evil?” My response is simply this: You have a family right? Your family has secrets right? 

Are you willing to give up those secrets? The reply is always "Yes, Yes, and No." These answers are 
definitely the same in our case as we are a brotherhood, and Freemasonry is our family.

I was just recently asked, how does one know whom they can and cannot trust? The answer to that 
question is different with every person. Everybody has a different level of trust. From family, to friends, 
acquaintances, associates, and brothers. You will make that judgement for yourself as to what level you are 
willing to trust that other person. 

Masons meet on the level and part on the square. A great aspect of a better man, and a great leader, as a 
Mason, is keeping inviolate that which has been entrusted to your care. By the practice of secrecy we earn 
more trust and respect. Nobody is perfect but we are all striving to be.

Leaders are made not born. Freemasonry gives you the tools to be a better man and a great leader. It is just 
up to you as to how you want to use the tools of our profession. So mote it be!!!

Fraternally,

David Pucksoontorn, Junior Warden
glck40boi@gmail.com

An Important Lesson in Masonic Charity - a true story

     Relief. It’s one of the three Tenets of Masonry, as well as an obligation, to be of assistance to those in 
need whether or not they be Brother Masons.   Last month, a Brother here in the Coachella Valley became 
aware of “Donna,” a homeless, handicapped woman who was a regular at an area coffee shop.  Here, 
Donna had become acquainted with a small group of people whose company had been a highlight of her 
difficult daily life.

     One day, the insurance-provided motorized wheelchair she used to get around town blew.  She had no 
means to have it repaired, and Medicaid would not cover the cost.

     Donna, afflicted with dwarfism, struggled for mobility using a regular wheelchair which she maneuvered 
by pushing it with her small crutches.

     The Brother, motivated by compassion and a Masonic ideal, took action.  He did an Internet search and 
found a suitable motorized wheelchair.  He purchased this nearly new chair, and from the day he presented 
it to Donna, her life has changed.  She now lives in a group home, and her regained mobility allows her to 
again be with the people she’s come to know at the coffee shop.  She again has somewhat of a social life.  
Her world has re-opened, and her new perspective allows her to “see the light of life.”

     Opportunities to practice this Tenet of Masonry are presented to us everyday.  We can’t respond to all of 
them, but when we do respond, quietly and discreetly, even in the smallest way, we move in the direction of 
living a life built on Masonic ideals.

mailto:glck40boi@gmail.com
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Tue March 6 @ 7:30PM
Stated Meeting  Filet Mignon Dinner served from 6:00PM

Tue March 13 @ 6:30PM
Youth Orders Month Presentation  Jennifer Amaya, Bethel Guardian, speaks on Job’s Daughters.  Also, 
a presentation on Rainbow Girls.  Light refreshments, open to the public.

Sat March 17 @ 9:00AM
Officers’ School of Instruction  Inspector Richard Davis, PM, speaks on Stated Meetings, Trestleboard 
articles, and duties of the Master, Senior and Junior Wardens.  Light breakfast and fellowship from 
8:00AM, class begins at 9:00AM.  Not just for Lodge Officers, but open to Masons of all Degrees!  Note:  
this OSI will be held at Oasis of Mara Lodge 735 in Twentynine Palms.

Sat March 17 5:30 ‘til 8:00PM
Corned Beef and Cabbage Dinner  To benefit the Scottish Rite Childhood Language and Learning 
Center.  Silent and live auctions. Seating is limited.  Minimum Donation $20.  For reservations call 
760 902 0801.

Monday March 19 @ 6:30PM
Practice for tomorrow night’s Degree

Tuesday March 20 @ 7:30PM
2nd Degree for Brother Brian Tremblay  Dinner served from 6:00PM.  Menu TBA

Tuesday March 27 @ 6:30PM
Explorations in Masonry  “The Illuminati: Its Origins, Its Nature”  Presented by Worshipful Cesar Rubio, 
PM.  Free and open to the public.  No reservations necessary.

Thursday March 29 @ 5:30PM
Lodge 693 Hall Association Monthly Meeting  Open to all Master Masons of Lodge 693.  If you have an 
item to be brought before the Hall Association, please contact Brother Kurt Handshuh at least 24 hours in 
advance so the item may be placed on the agenda.  kurtlends@gmail.com 760 333 4410.

This is the March Calendar as of the Trestleboard publication date.  Changes and updates are 
always announced by e-mail and the following:

PalmSpringsMasons.org    Facebook: Palm Springs Masonic Lodge 693  Twitter: @Lodge693

To receive Lodge e-mails, write 693Trestleboard@gmail.com

march at our lodge 
450 s. avenida caballeros, palm springs
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from the east continued
Sweethearts Night on February 14th was a smashing success.  The Rainbow Bar and Grill Caterers outdid 
themselves with service and just plain old good food.  The ladies felt spoiled, there was laughter, camaraderie 
and fellowship.  60 dinners were served, and there were red heart-shaped boxes of See's Candy for our 
Sweethearts - even one for Stan Gold.  :).  Several widows attended and were escorted in style.  What a joy to 
fulfill our obligation in such a manner.  

We will have a 50year pin celebration at our Stated Meeting on March 6th for our Brother Clark Trafton. You 
must not miss the evening set aside for Job's Daughters on March 13th starting at 6pm.  the Event will be 
presented by Jennifer Amaya, Bethel Guardian, and the Rainbow Girls will also be present.  Please, please 
come and support our Youth Groups.  They are the hope for tomorrow.  We will have finger foods, treats, 
drinks, etc.  March 17th OSI will be at Oasis of Mara #735 at 9am.  March 20th is our night set aside for our 
Brother Brian Tremblay to be passed to the Degree of Fellowcraft.  My dream is to fill our Lodge with Sideliners 
like many of you out there.  It is so important to support the Candidate.  It's his once-in-a-lifetime experience, 
and I'm counting on you to make it substantial for him. 

On March 23, 24 and 25, my principal officers and  I will journey down to Newport for the Masters/Wardens 
Retreat.  All of you going forward in the line will benefit from these Retreats as you ascend to the East.  If  you 
are even "thinking" of ascending to the Oriental Chair, START PLANNING NOW!  :-).   

That said, we close our month with Explorations in Masonry on March 27th:  The Illuminati, put on by our 
Executive Director of Education, Cesar Rubio.  There's not one like him anywhere, my Brothers.  I am certain 
you will all attest to this.

We were not able to confer a third degree on Brother Robert Evans in Big Bear February 27th due to inclement 
weather, but we are rescheduling, and i will keep you all informed of that venture.

Whew!  so many words; so little time.  Until the next time, my Brothers.

Fraternally and sincerely,

Luther Wood, Master
760-567-9724 lhw1972@gmail.com
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thoughts from a past master
by Worshipful Cesar Rubio, PM

Greetings brethren.
 
February’s Explorations in Masonry, entitled “Mormonism and Freemasonry” was presented by Brother Dennis 
Williams and was a great success. We had over thirty people present - a mixture of Brothers and inquiring 
young men. Dennis gave a brief presentation to the class on Mormonism and its many similarities with 
Freemasonry and the state of affairs during the 1820's for the Mormon organization. The class broke at this 
time so that the Master Masons could see the full presentation.  Meanwhile, Senior Warden Ted Parker and I 
stayed out in the dining hall to speak with the seven young men who came inquiring about our Craft. They are 
hungry for knowledge and to experience the Masonic ritual. Congratulations Brother Dennis, for a job well done.

continued on page 6
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Worshipful Master: Luther Wood
760 567 9724  lhw1972@gmail.com

Senior Warden: Ted Parker
760 245 1943  tedparker93@yahoo.com

Junior Warden: David Pucksoontorn 
glck40boi@gmail.com

Treasurer: David Berg
760 416 0464  kingdave39@hotmail.com

Secretary: Oscar Rodriguez
760 449 0417  osrocasusa@gmail.com

Chaplain: Jeffrey Huffman
760 450 8289  jeffreyhuffman32@yahoo.com

Senior Deacon: Imanuel Eisendle
760 409 7062  dreisendle@dc.rr.com

Junior Deacon: Kurt Handshuh
760 333 4410  kurtlends@gmail.com 

Marshall: Dan Oates
760 616 2873  doates818@aol.com

Senior Steward: Nick Seneca
323 868 5600  693Trestleboard@gmail.com 

Junior Steward: Mike Nyswonger
760 464 1498  mjn770@yahoo.com

Tyler: Dennis Trosper
760 343 2129

Inspector: Richard Davis, PM
760 219 7083  rdavis4@dc.rr.com

Lodge 693 2012 Officers
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thoughts from a past master (continued from page 5)

January's Explorations in Masonry was on the Twelve Theories on the Origins of Freemasonry. We had 
over 25 people present for that one and the evening was electric. There was much participation by the 
crowd and the topic automatically lent itself to speculation on the very origins of civilization and life itself. 
Don't ask me how that happened but I'm just reporting what happened. The topic took us all the way 
back to the Sumerain Empire and its influence on the Egyptian and Indus Valley civilizations. A theme that 
we have been exploring these last two years and will continue to explore.
 
March's Explorations in Masonry to be held on March 26th at 6:30PM will be on the Illuminati. Topics we 
will be discussing Include:

1) Its origins
2) The different players and organizations that have used the name “Illuminati”
3) Is it good or evil?
4) How old is it truly?

Explorations in Masonry is free and open to the public.  Bring a friend!

Fraternally,

Cesar Rubio PM

Palm Springs Lodge # 693
81-875 Ave. 48 Apt.#69
Indio, CA, 92201
760-902-3160
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lodge life   

Congratulations to the newest member of Lodge 693,  Brother Bernard 
Shannon of Palm Desert.  Great to have you with us, Brother Bernard, and may 
the mysteries of our Craft unfold slowly, inexorably to you, as they have to us all, 
and come to shine as a bright Light in your life! 

Looking forward to the March 6th Stated Meeting when Brother Clark Trafton 
will be awarded his 50-year pin at Lodge 693!  Hope to see a lot of Brothers in 
Lodge for this one, on this special night for Brother Trafton!

Traveling men:  Lodge 693 Brothers Worshipful William Sullivan, PM, Ted 
Parker, SW, Jeffrey Huffman, Chaplain and Robert Bateman travelled east in 

February to Coachella Lodge 476 to assist in a Third Degree for Brother Anthony Lee.  They filled key 
roles in the Third Degree.  A few more Brothers 
of our Lodge were planning on a trip to Big Bear 
Lodge to assist in a 3rd Degree up there, but the 
trip was scuttled by inclement weather, and 
postponed to a brighter day.

Brother Joseph DiPuzo has stepped down as 
President of the Lodge 693 Hall Association.  
New Officers are Kurt Handshuh, President 
and Don Shore, Secretary.  They join Dave 
Berg, Treasurer, Luther Wood VP, Ted Parker, 
John Snow, and Mike Nyswonger on the Hall 
Association. Thanks to Brother Joseph for 
initiating improvements to Casa Caballeros during 
his time at the helm.

lodge life - continued next page
7

th
e 

lo
dg

e 
69

3 
tre

st
le

bo
ar

d 
m

ar
ch

 6
01

2 
an

no
 lu

cis

Masonic Imagery 70,000 Years Ago?

     A few years ago, The Times of London reported that the most ancient symbols drawn by the human 
hand were unearthed in a South African cave.  They were two decorated ornaments, engraved pieces 
of ochre, intended for decorative or ritual use.

     Quoting author Robert Lomas in his book Turning the Hiram Key “ what did these long-dead Homo 
sapiens choose to carve on their pieces of ochre 70,000 years ago? ...It is the shape outlined by the 
square and compass when conjoined: a diamond shape (archaeologists call it a “lozenge”).  So the 
humans living around Blombos Cave (in South Africa) users of the earliest symbols yet discovered, used 
a symbol which Freemasonry still uses today.”
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lodge life - continued from page 7

Plans are being finalized for the Grand Master’s “Raising a Reader” 
initiative. We’ll learn more at the April Stated Meeting.  In the meantime, 
check www.division8masons.com  periodically.

Really great to see Brother Dennis Trosper back in Lodge for the 1st 
Degree earlier this month.  Dennis is recovering from a couple of minor 
strokes and a fracture suffered in a fall.

It was an honor to meet Worshipful Bill Bronstein, PM at a recent Lodge 693 meeting.  Brother Bill was 
Master of our Lodge in 1960!  Now here’s a Brother who has some stories to tell.  Bill was brought to the 
Lodge by Brother Roger Mickalko of Sarnia, Ontario who himself has become a regular around Casa 
Caballeros.  Hope we’ll be seeing more of Bill in the months ahead! 

Speaking of our Canadian Brethren, Brother Robbie Robinson is lookin’ great as he bounces back 
from heart surgery. It’s good to see Brother Bill McGill’s smiling countenance back here on Avenida 
Caballeros.  Brother Ian McLachlan is a newcomer from Edmonton, Alberta, also introduced to our 
Lodge by Roger.  Hope you’re enjoying our collection of...ahem... “personalities” here at our Lodge, Ian!  
Welcome to all our Masonic Brothers from the Dominion of Canada (sorry if I didn’t get everyone’s name).  
Your presence in the winter months really contributes to the “specialness” of our Lodge brotherhood.  
Thank you so much for making Lodge 693 part of your sojourn here in Palm Springs

How can we get more Brothers to attend the monthly Officers’ School of Instruction?  Despite the 
name, these sessions are open to Masons of all Degrees.  The title “School of Instruction” might sound a 
little pedantic and intimidating, but in reality, these classes, led by Inspector Richard Davis, PM are really 
interesting an a lot of fun.  As a relatively new Mason, I’ve learned a lot about the nuts ‘n’ bolts of Lodge 
procedure and Masonry in California.  And because these classes rotate among 4 Lodges in our District, 
I’ve met a lot of Brothers from nearby Lodges.  Great guys, whom I might not otherwise have met.  Believe 
me, it takes a lot to get me out of bed for a 9:00 class on a Saturday morning, but these classes are worth 
it!  Check the Calendar in this month’s issue for details on the March OSI.

Lodge 693’s online presence is happenin’.  Our presence in digital media is contributing to growth in 
membership inquiries and attendance at non-Tiled Lodge events.  If you use the Internet, stay in touch 
with Lodge updates between Trestleboards as well as other cool stuff of Masonic interest.  Our Lodge 
website, frequently updated is  www.PalmSpringsMasons.org .  We are on Facebook, with posts every 
day or 2.  Just search “Palm Springs Masonic Lodge #693.”  And if you’re a real tech geek, follow my 
Twitter posts at @Lodge693 .  We’ll also have a Google plus page up, too, whenever I can figure out how 
the hell it works!

Fraternally,

Nick Seneca
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District VIII

Coachella Valley Golf Tournament

Sat Mar 24th at 10:30AM
Desert Wind Golf Course at Twentynine Palms 

Marine Base

Foursome Scramble: $55 per player with cart
features

2 Closest to Pin - Long Drive - 
Straight Drive - Putting Contest

50/50 Raffle

1st and 2nd Place prizes include Trophies and 
Gift Certificates

Breakfast and Lunch Included - Free Range Balls
Photo ID Required - Pay by credit card or send check payable to 

 Palm Springs Lodge 693                            Yucca Valley Lodge 802
 450 S. Avenida Caballeros                          P.O. Box 686
 Palm Springs, CA 92262                             Yucca Valley, CA 92286

For more information, please contact
David Bell  760-325-2780

Joseph Romero, PM  760-228-2515


