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from the east    

Greetings from the East Brethren,
 
As expected, the month of March 
was extremely busy. I hope that with 

all that has been happening around the 
world, from the earthquake and tsunami in 
Japan to the rebellions in Libya and Egypt 
we can appreciate even more our country 
and the freedoms that we still have. There 
was also some sort of mysterious illness 
going around that made people that would 
never call off sick call off for weeks at a 
time. 

Considering that, I hope that you are  in 
great health and far away from these areas 
of concern around the world. I mean that 
both literally and figuratively. Get as far 
away from these situations mentally, 
physically and spiritually as you can. Many 
Masons past and present have said that if 
these countries had been applying some  
of the Masonic Principles to their  
government and way of life, they would 
not be in their current situation. 

I know that we are not to discuss topics 
like Politics in Lodge, but these days we 
can hardly avoid it. We are being 
challenged as not only Masons but as 
citizens and moral and ethical people to 
make a stand for what we know is right. 
What is right transcends all of the labels I 
have just named. To be a true human 
being is one of the challenges set on our 
Masonic path as we take our journey 
through our Masonic Degrees. 

continued on page 4
 

Stated Meeting 
April 5th at 7:30

          Dinner served from 6PM  $15 Donation for                
                               Filet Mignon

Perfectly cooked and served with salad, mashed 
potatoes, veggies, bread, dessert and beverages. 

And...as always, 

It’s All You Can Eat!

Masons of all degrees are always welcome for 
dinner.  Bring a friend and have him experience 

the fellowship of Masonry!
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Freemasonry:  Friendship, personal growth, and spirituality without dogmatism

The Lodge 693 Trestleboard

"...Each Master Mason becomes his own 
architect. Each supervises the building of that 
"temple not made by hands." Each builds into 
his structure beauty, harmony and knowledge to 
the extent he is willing to work.” 
	
	 - Allen E. Roberts from The Craft And Its 
Symbols

The Knife and Fork Degree
         (author unknown)
I do not attend the meetings,
for I’ve not the time to spare.
But every time they have a feast, 
you will surely find me there.
I cannot help with the degrees,
for I do not know the work.
But I sure can applaud the speaker,
and handle a knife and fork.
I’m so rusty in the ritual,
that it seems like Greek to me,
but practice has made me perfect
in the knife and fork degree.

Submitted by Mark Gibson, PM
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from the west
Dear Brethren:

 Long before the building of King 
Solomon’s Temple, Masons were 

known as the “Sons of Light”.  
Masonry was practiced by the 
ancients under the name of Lux 

(Light), or its equivalent, in the various languages of 
antiquity.  

The origin of the word masonry, it is said, is a 
corruption of the Greek word mesouraneo, which 
signifies “I am in the midst of heaven” – alluding to 
the Sun, the great source of Light.  Others derive it 
directly from the ancient Egyptian Phre, the sun, and 
Mas, a child:  Phre-Masen – children of the Sun, or 
Sons of Light.  

That said, I hope you are attending Lodge.  I hear we 
had an excellent 1st Degree for our new Brother Mark 
Hunter in February while I was luxuriating in Ixtapa/
Zihuatanejo. We also had a 1st Degree for Roger 
Culbertson upon my return.  The West was in the 
East for Roger, and it was wonder-full to see and 
experience the Light by which we worked. 

April looks busy, and our plans are being set into 
place with extraordinary deftness.  Be it known, my 
Brothers, we are not a glum lot, so there has been an 
enormous amount of fun about it.   We are traveling 
toward the East in search of Light.  

Fraternally,
Luther Wood
Senior Warden
lhw1972@gmail.com
760-567-9724
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Lodge 693 Degree Progress as of April 1 

Entered Apprentices: 
Roger Culbertson, Dennis Williams, Jerry 

Mitchell, Mark Hunter
Fellow Crafts:
 Mike Nyswonger
New Master Masons:
          Dave Mathews

Lodge 693 welcomes its newest Master Mason, 
Dave Mathews, who 
was raised March 26th.   
Following the ceremony, 
Brother Mathews 
described himself as “still 
in awe” and “very appreciative of the brotherhood 
and fraternal feeling” of our Lodge.  Be assured 
that the Brethren feel the same toward you, Dave.  
We hope that Masonry will grow to be a source of 
Light, spiritual growth and fun in your life!

Brother Dave Mathews accepts the Volume of 
Sacred Law from Cesar Rubio, Worshipful 
Master

mailto:lhw1972@gmail.com
mailto:lhw1972@gmail.com
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 “Behold,  how good and how pleasant it is for 
brethren to dwell together in unity!”
	 	 	 	 	 Psalm 133
 

Tue Apr 5th   Stated Meeting 7:30 PM
	            Filet Mignon Dinner served from 6:00PM
                       Reservations with Kurt Handshuh:
                       760-333-4410 or kurtlends@gmail.com
	 	
	 	 Remember, Masons of all degrees are 
	 	 always welcome for dinner - and bring a 
	 	 guest!	           

Fri Apr 8th      Explorations in Masonry 6:30PM
                        Cesar Rubio, WM presents such topics as    
	 	 Astronomy as it relates to Masonry, Origins 
	 	 of the Craft and more.  Open discussion of 
	 	 all things Masonic follows!

Tue Apr 12th  2nd Degree Dennis Williams 7:30 PM
                        Dinner served from 6PM (TBA)

Fri Apr 22nd   Explorations in Masonry 6:30PM
                        Cesar Rubio, WM presents such topics as    
	 	 Astronomy as it relates to Masonry, Origins 
	 	 of the Craft and more.  Open discussion of 
	 	 all things Masonic follows!

lodge life

• 	 March brought two Degree nights to Lodge 
693 as we welcomed Roger Culbertson as an 
Entered Apprentice and witnessed Dave 
Mathews being raised to the Sublime Degree of 
Master Mason.  Congratulations, Brothers!

•  Our Lodge’s Degree teams are truly doing 
excellent Ritual work.  The Brothers taking part 
clearly take these roles seriously and their hard 
work is really paying off in smoothly executed 
Degrees.

•          It’s just great to see long-absent Brothers 
coming back to Lodge.  A little thing called “Life” 
can often keep a Brother from the Lodge 
experience.  That was the case with Brother 
David Emerson, EA who joined us at Roger 
Culbertson’s Initiation.  Nice to have you, David, 
and we hope to see more of you here on Avenida 
Caballeros!

•         Do you know a young person who is 
fascinated by Scottish history and culture?  
Brother David Whittaker is a member of the 
Scottish Society of the Desert.  The club is 
offering a scholarship to an enthusiastic student.  
To learn more, e-mail David at 
david_whittaker75@yahoo.com or call me 
(323-868-5600) and I’ll put you in touch with him. 
This is a great opportunity!

•         Brother Ted Parker, JW, tells me that the 
Lodge 693 Hall Association now has a fixed 
monthly meeting date and time:

The last Thursday of each month at 5:00PM at 
the Lodge Building

    The meetings are open to all Master                           
Masons of our Lodge, although only Board 
Members may vote.  Anyone having a specific 
subject to raise with the Hall Association should be 
in touch with Ted in advance so it can be put on 
the agenda.

april at our lodge 
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 from the east (continued)                              

 

This is often times harder than it appears, because 
we have to break through our old way of seeing 
things and begin to react to things in a new way. We 
cannot expect to get a different result if we continue 
to act the same. At some point we have to make 
that radical shift of consciousness that is necessary 
to get a different result That means giving up what 
used to seem so familiar to us and setting a new 
path. In Masonry, that is what happens when you 
take your degrees.  You are being asked to begin to 
find new ways to solve problems, new ways to 
handle stress, and recognize that we are all on the 
same journey of discovery.  We are not islands unto 
ourselves.

 

With Peace Profound

Cesar Rubio, Worshipful Master

KHRESTUS@aol.com

th
e 

lo
dg

e 
69

3 
tr

es
tle

b
oa

rd
 a

p
ri

l 6
01

1 
an

no
 lu

ci
s

Please consider getting the Trestleboard 
in your e-mail!

	 If you receive the Lodge 693 Trestleboard via 
the US Postal Service and you have an e-mail address, 
please consider receiving the Trestleboard via 
e-mail instead.  Why?

• You’ll get it earlier

• You’ll receive up-to-the-minute notices of Lodge 
events scheduled between monthly publications

• You’ll reduce the Lodge’s paper, ink, and postage 
costs

To switch your Postal Service subscription to an 
efficient e-mail subscription, just drop a line to 
693Trestleboard@Gmail.com . (Note: printed copies 
will always be available at the Lodge 693 building.)

In March, we welcomed our newest 
Entered Apprentice: Roger Culbertson 
of Cathedral City.  Like many of us, 
Roger’s first stirrings of interest in our  
Craft were due to a family connection: 
his uncle was a Mason.  More recently, 
Roger’s interest grew when he read 
Brother Hodapp’s Freemasons for 
Dummies and, notably, when he 

attended Lodge 693’s Masonic Information Night last 
Spring.

Roger described the initiation experience as 
“fabulous...I really enjoyed it” and is looking forward 
to becoming an active member of our Lodge.  Great 
to have you with us Roger, and we hope Masonry 
grows to be a meaningful and pleasurable part of your 
life! Help for Masons and Their Families

Relief, one of the principal tenets of Freemasonry, 
comes in many forms - from helping a Mason in 
financial need or one who is ill or lonely to assisting a 
Mason's widow or orphan.

Masonic Family Outreach services are available to 
those dealing with job loss, divorce, foreclosure, 
raising a special needs child and other serious life 
challenges.  

For the elderly, Masonic Senior Outreach helps 
those dealing with the challenges of aging.  

If you, or a Masonic family you know, need our 
support, contact Masonic Assistance at 
masonicassistance@mhcuc.org or call 888-466-3642

mailto:KHRESTUS@aol.com
mailto:KHRESTUS@aol.com
mailto:693Trestleboard@Gmail.com
mailto:693Trestleboard@Gmail.com
file://localhost/Users/nickseneca/Pictures/iPhoto%20Library/Originals/2011/Feb%2020,%202011/download
file://localhost/Users/nickseneca/Pictures/iPhoto%20Library/Originals/2011/Feb%2020,%202011/download
file://localhost/Users/nickseneca/Pictures/iPhoto%20Library/Originals/2011/Feb%2020,%202011/download
file://localhost/Users/nickseneca/Pictures/iPhoto%20Library/Originals/2011/Feb%2020,%202011/download
file://localhost/Users/nickseneca/Pictures/iPhoto%20Library/Originals/2011/Feb%2020,%202011/download
mailto:masonicassistance@mhcuc.org
mailto:masonicassistance@mhcuc.org
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Palm Springs Masonic Center
450 S. Avenida Caballeros
Palm Springs, CA  92262

Editor: Nick Seneca
693Trestleboard@gmail.com

323-868-5600
www.psmasoniclodge.com 
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The Hall Association Needs You!

The Lodge 693 Hall Association is looking for 4 or 5 
brothers to serve on the Board.

The Hall Association is a very active entity within the 
Lodge which oversees affairs concerning the Lodge 
building.  These include maintenance, remodeling, 
meals, planning future development of the building, 
leasing the building for use by others, and the 
purchase of furnishings and appliances.

If you have any experience in these areas or applicable 
skills, please consider becoming a member of the Hall 
Association Board.  It’s an opportunity to use your 
specific strengths to help Lodge 693. You’ll be part of 
the decision-making regarding present-day issues 
concerning our building, as well as long-range 
planning for growth.

If your strengths are in the “nuts ‘n’ bolts” of building 
use, become a Hall Association Board Member and fill 
a necessary and important role. You’ll find it a 
meaningful and satisfying way to contribute to the 
growth of Lodge 693.

Eligibility for the Hall Association Board is open to all 
Master Masons affiliated with Lodge 693.

To learn more, be in touch with Ted Parker, Junior 
Warden at 760 275 1943 or TedParker93@yahoo.com 

Officers’ School of Instruction

	 District Inspector Richard Davis, PM leads 
the OSI classes at various Lodges in our region.  

 These classes are required of Lodge Officers.  
They’re also open to all Master Masons with 
aspirations of holding office in the future.  It’s a 
great way to become acquainted with Lodge 
operations, the details of Degree work and more.

	 OSI classes are held monthly on Saturday 
mornings at rotating Lodges.  Fellowship begins at 
8AM, class starts at 9AM sharp.

 This month’s OSI will be on April 23rd at 
Coachella Lodge 476.  (There is usually a car pool 
leaving from Lodge 693).  This month’s topics:

Annual and 5-Year Lodge Planning
First Degree

	 Have questions?  Your contact is Brother 
Richard Davis at rdavis4@dc.rr.com or 760-219-7083

The Ashlars of Lodge 693

	 Did you realize that the Rough and Perfect 
Ashlars displayed during meetings in Lodge 693  
have significant history behind them?  Mark Gibson, 
PM has passed this along based an article by Aimee 
E. Newell, writing in The Northern Light, the online 
magazine of the Northern Jurisdiction of the 
Scottish Rite (section in boldface added by Mark) 

The White House (underwent) extensive renovations 
in the late 1940's and early 50's when the interior 
was completely removed and the exterior wall 
supported the stronger foundation stones.

 
During a visit to the construction site, President 
Harry Truman (aka Brother Harry Truman, PM) 
noticed carvings on many of the original foundation 
stones. Recognizing that these were Mason Mark 
signatures left by the 18th century stonemasons 
who had built the original foundation, Truman sent 
one of these stones to each of the US. Grand 
Lodges, as well as to the Scottish Rite, Northern 
Masonic and Southern Jurisdictions. Upon hearing 
of a new Lodge being Chartered in Palm Springs, 
Truman sent two stones, a Rough and Perfect 
Ashlar to the new Lodge to be used as the 
furniture of the Lodge, and Palm Springs Lodge 
(Chartered in 1947) still uses these stones from 
the White House today.
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