
Stated Meeting
Tuesday April 3 at 7:30

 
Filet Mignon Dinner served from 6:00PM. 

$20.00 at the door without reservation

Freemasonry:  Friendship, personal growth, and spirituality without dogmatism

The Lodge 693 Trestleboard April 2012

from the east      

Well, we're moving right along.  We 
just completed the first quarter and 
now it's time to check our pulse and 
see how we've done so far.  

Regrettably, I have to give us an "F" 
for support for my Youth Order Event 

put on by Job's Daughters, Rainbow Girls and 
DeMolay on March 13th.  37 Participants showed 
up to display their talents (including a sensational 
song by one of the Rainbow Girls), and we repaid 
them with an attendance of 18 including Officers 
and their invitees.  I hope this is not an indicator of 
attendance going forward.  These youngsters 
represent the hope for our Fraternity.  I was so 
proud of them and what they do and have 
accomplished. 

Jennifer Amaya, Bethel Guardian of Job's 
Daughters, and I will soon initiate an age old 
custom:  a "secret dad".  I hope all of you will take 
advantage of it.  Trust me when I tell you the 
rewards will be great!  More about this another 
time.  

Youth Orders was a significant part of our recent 
Masters/Wardens Retreat in Newport Beach.  This 
was the largest Retreat ever held by Grand Lodge, 
and we were privileged to attend thanks to you.  
The information and help we received was 
enormous.  A team of David Pucksoontorn and 
Imanuel Eisendle was developed to undertake 
Youth Orders Groups for our Lodge.  The 
excitement and devotion of these two is 
contagious.  They are "on it", and I thank them for 
it. 

 I am reminded of a little book that I love to read:  
The Greatest Thing in the World by Henry 
Drummond.  We allude to the process contained in 
this book each time we give a Second Degree.  

continued on page 5
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Brother Clark Trafton, above, addresses the Brethren 
and guests after receiving his 50 Year Pin March 6th at a 
well-attended ceremony at Lodge 693.  The Pin was 
presented by Inspector Richard Davis, PM.  After 
receiving the accolade, Brother Trafton spoke to those 
gathered about the warmth and kindness he's experienced 
from Masons around the world during his half-century in 
our Fraternity. 

50 Years as a Mason - Wow!
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              from the west    
 
                  “Every day is a new beginning.  Treat it that way.

Stay away from what might have been, and look at what can be”

Hello my brothers, how is everyone doing? Last month was a great one, it started off with a bang 
and ended in Greatness. Your 3 principals went to the “Masters and Wardens Retreat” along with 

our Senior Deacon and wow!!! What a time to be in Masonry! The information was invaluable, we four 
got to sit down together in one of the sessions and work together on where our Lodge was the weakest. 

We started to lay down plans that morning. We formulated a plan and when we met again in the afternoon again, your 
Junior Warden and Senior Deacon had formed a committee. The ball was rolling and going nonstop.

I believe within the next two months all will see the results and efforts of the hard work of that committee and all 
involved. 

The great thing is there is still room on that committee to get involved and be a part of something very great that’s 
taking place within our Lodge. Just contact one of the two rounding up the group and tell them you would like to help.

The Masters& Wardens Retreat was one of the best yet.  It provided an opportunity for the officers to work together as 
a team and share the experience together. We came back energized and ready to keep pushing our Lodge and 
Masonry into the future. This effort will take the whole Lodge working together on that team and encouraging one 
another in all that we do, both inside and outside the Lodge.

I would like to thank all the members of the Hall Association for their efforts and everything that they are doing to 
update our Lodge and working toward getting the Lodge in order to rent the space we have to offer. Keep up the great 
work guys!!!

I would like to remind everyone that we do have a lot of Degrees going on in our little Lodge and it’s nice to have as 
many sideliners as possible so the candidate gets a Great experience as he advances from one Degree to the next.
I will have a report for everyone at the Stated Meeting on the candidates and their progress, as well as on those who 
would like applications to join our band of Brothers.  

Which brings me to my next point; It is the responsibility of every one of us to meet & greet our guests who come to 
dinner, our education night, and our functions wherever they may take place. I am very disappointed in the way our 
guests been treated lately and every one of us should be ashamed of that. 

continued on page 8
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It was a big night of Masonic fellowship at the 
Masters’ and Wardens’ retreat in Newport 

Beach.  Getting acquainted in the dining room 
are Luther Wood, WM of Lodge 693,

First Grand Lady, Jeanie Loui,
Grand Master Frank Loui, and 
Ted Parker, SW of Lodge 693
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from the south

My brothers, I would just like to thank you all sincerely from the bottom of my heart for sending us off 
to the Master and Wardens’ Retreat at the Newport Beach Marriott Hotel and Spa. Your investment 
has not gone to waste! It was very relaxing to be near the beach where the tide regularly ebbs and 
flows, and aside from all the cool shops at Fashion Island, I got to meet so many great brothers of 
other Lodges throughout California. I was overwhelmed with so much brotherly love, fellowship, and 
guidance. Everyone was so approachable, and considerate. The leadership classes were so intense, 

and I have retained as much as I could from that weekend, for the benefit of the Lodge, as well as for 
the benefit of Freemasonry. Every one of you is tied together by the one cable-tow, as we climb this mountain 
in bettering our Lodge. you decide if you want to hold the line up, let go, step on the rope, cut the rope, or 
keep the line moving up the mountain. And now abideth Faith, Hope, and Charity- these three; but the 
greatest of these is Charity.

Brothers, we must now start to reach out to our community. We have so many projects ahead of us, and we 
can use all the support we can get. I know charity is within all of your hearts. That is one of the reasons why 
we became Masons. As we reach out to our community, we will be recognized. As we become recognized, 
we will generate more support from the public and community, and this will generate 
more members. We will make a difference in our community! 

I have decided along with Immanuel Eisendle, SD, to take on the difficult task of 
establishing our very own chapter of the International Order of DeMolay here at 
Palm Springs Lodge. It is a male youth order for ages 12-21. This organization 
aims at teaching young boys responsibility, loyalty, respect, charity, and 
leadership - as well as having fun. Again, we can use all the help and support we 
can get. So, if you know anyone who might be interested, please let Brother 
Immanuel Eisendle or me know.

Thanks again for trusting in us to do the right thing for our future. I ask you brothers to please help and 
support whenever you can. Thank you.

David Pucksoontorn, Junior Warden
glck40boi@gmail.com
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Mike Nyswonger (right), a true and faithful Brother 
of Lodge 693, is presented a Masonic ring by 
Brother Kurt Handshuh. The ring, which dates 
back to the 1920’s, is a gift from Brother Joseph 
DiPuzo.

Mike is a hard-working member of our Lodge.  He 
serves as Junior Steward and recently has been 
ably filling the position of Junior Deacon on Degree 
nights.  He’s best-known, however, for his 
contributions in the kitchen of the Lodge 693 Diner, 
where he’s become an expert at keeping Brothers 
and guests well-fed!

mailto:glck40boi@gmail.com
mailto:glck40boi@gmail.com


Tue April 3 @ 7:30PM
Stated Meeting  Filet Mignon Dinner served from 6:00PM $20 At the door without reservation

Tue April 10 @ 7:30PM
Degree (candidate TBA)

Thu April 12 @ 10AM
Public School Month Kickoff - At San Jacinto Elementary School, 136 N. Ramona Blvd in San Jacinto. 
Worshipful Jim Ridley, who recently served as Lodge 693's Officers' Coach is behind this program, so 
let's be there to support his effort!  More info at www.division8masons.com

Mon April 16 @ 6:30PM
Practice for tomorrow night’s Degree

Tue April 17th @ 7:30PM
1st Degree Alexander Heimann Dinner served from 6PM, Menu TBA.

Mon Apr 23 @ 6:30PM
Practice for tomorrow night’s Degree

Tue April 24 @ 7:30PM
3rd Degree Bernard Shannon Dinner served from 6PM, Menu TBA

Thurs Apr 26 @ 5:00PM
Lodge 693 Hall Association Monthly Meeting  Open to all Master Masons of Lodge 693.  If you have an 
item to be brought before the Hall Association, please contact Brother Kurt Handshuh at least 24 hours in 
advance so the item may be placed on the agenda.  kurtlends@gmail.com 760 333 4410.

Thurs Apr 26 @ 6:00PM
Lodge 693 Officers’ Meeting

Fri Apr 27 @ 6:30PM
Explorations in Masonry “The Illuminati - Part 2  1776-present Has this Organization Survived?”
Presented by Masonic Scholar Cesar Rubio, PM.  Free and open to the public!

Sat Apr 28 @ 9:00AM 
Officers’ School of Instruction (held at Lodge 693).  Topic: 2nd Section of the 3rd Degree with Long 
Form Lecture.  Open to all Master Masons.  Light breakfast and fellowship from 8:00AM, class begins at 
9:00.  Led by Inspector Richard Davis, PM.  

This is the March Calendar as of the Trestleboard publication date. 

april at our lodge 
450 s. avenida caballeros, palm springs
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http://www.division8masons.com
http://www.division8masons.com
mailto:kurtlends@gmail.com
mailto:kurtlends@gmail.com
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from the east continued

Drummond speaks about a man named David Livingstone and the retracing of David's steps in darkest Africa. 
Men's faces lit up as they spoke of the kind Doctor who passed there years ago.  They could not understand 
him, but they felt the Love that beat in his heart.  David Livingstone did not speak a word of Afrikaans.  He had 
never been to Africa; and in his journey,  he took only Love with him, for that was all he had, and an entire 
continent fell at his feet.  So, going forward, i hope that we will take only Love with us, for if we cannot take 
that, it is not worth going.  Remember, it is the Man who is the Missionary, not his words.

Speaking of Events, I would like each of you to mark these dates down.  They are important. 

1) April 12, 10am:  Our Brother Jim Ridley is Chairman of the Event "Public Schools Kickoff" at 10am at San 
Jacinto Elementary School, 136 N. Ramona Blvd., San Jacinto.  As many of you who can should attend to 
support Jim.  He has come to our rescue time and time again and continues to be a true and faithful Brother 
and ally to us.   If you will attend, please call me on 760-567-9724 so that I can get an accurate count. More 
about this event can be found on:  www.division8masons.com. 

2) May 15, 6pm:  Masonic Outreach Services will present a program at our Lodge that contains invaluable and 
important information for you and your families.  Finger foods will be served so that you can attend, socialize, 
etc.  Quyn Tran is Manager of Masonic Outreach Services in Covina.  She and her counterparts are set to put 
on an evening that you MUST NOT MISS!  Your entire families will benefit from this evening.  There will be 
ample time allowed for questions, answers and Fellowship.  All Lodges in our area are invited to attend.  
Secretaries, please try to get a count to me by May 11 so that I can plan the food.   lhw1972@gmail.com, 
760-567-9724.

I am also asking each of you to show up for the next Stated Meeting on April 3.  I need all the support of the 
Brotherhood that is available.  You are a powerful force.  You are the best of the best.  You are the true magic 
behind the Oriental Chair.  I need you.  I need you at Degrees, Events and just "hanging out".  Come to Lodge. 
This has been my theme ever since I joined the Line, and especially when I was elected to the JW Station.  I 
started cooking for you; I joined everything I could join, and as a result wound up with about 6 major jobs 
including Secretary/Treasurer of the Hall Association.  Wisdom, however, is creeping in in my twilight years, my 
Brothers.  I am convinced that I am not "The One", but that "We" are the ones we have been waiting for.  We 
can do this together.

If you have not yet taken advantage of Explorations in Masonry, the last Tuesday of each month put on by 
Cesar Rubio, PM, you are REALLY MISSING OUT!  Last month we had 31 in attendance.  We started out 
months ago with 5.  What is this message?  The world is looking for something -- something with substance, 
depth and weight.  We can give it to them, and we are!  This past class was The Illuminati, Part 1.  
Speculative?  You bet!  What a road we have traveled so far.  We have come from the Sumerian Empire, down 
through Egypt and way back into Time itself illumined by Stellar Theology and Masonic Astrology, and to the 
doorstep of the Great Architect of the Universe.  Now I wish we had recorded it all.  Hindsight?  Better than 
none, I guess.   

Since I started with Love, I will end with it.  "I shall pass through this world but once.  Any good thing therefore 
that I can do, or any kindness that I can show to any human being, let me do it now.  Let me not defer it or 
neglect it, for I shall not pass this way again."  Love is action, my Brothers:  Again, it is the Man who is the 
Missionary, not his words…………….

Luther Wood, Master
760-567-9724 lhw1972@gmail.com
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thoughts from a past master 

Hail Brethren: March was good for the Lodge 693 Library and the expansion of our resources. A Master 
Mason in good standing, Bernt Elle from Washington Lodge #4  donated six boxes of books to our Library! 
The books were varied and are a welcome addition to our stock of knowledge. Remember Brothers, if you 
or anyone you know has books suitable for our Library and would like to donate them, please send them 
our way.
 
March's Explorations in Masonry was another great success. We had over thirty people present, both 
members and non-members. The topic was the Mysterious Order of the Illuminati. We went over the 
verifiable facts concerning its origins in Bavaria. This led to speculation on the other groups who have used 
the name of “Illuminati” and how old this organization may be. There have been at least four other groups 
who went by the name of “Illuminati.” They include The Alumbrados of Spain in the fifteenth and sixteenth 
centuries.  Another was, Mani the Illuminator and his followers - the Illuminated Ones. A third were the 
members of a secret society created by Tuthmose the Third in 1500 BC whose members wrote instructions 
to each other using the name Illuminati.   Finally, there were the Bavarian Illuminati. 
  
Through all this though there seems to be a link between the Jesuits and the Bavarian Illuminati created by 
Adam Weishaupt. This link would also suggest that the Knights Templar were an inspiration for the creation 
of the Jesuits.
 
April's Explorations will be “The Illuminati - Part 2: 1776 - Present”  What evidence is there that this 
organization has survived?   See you there, Friday April 27th at 6:30PM

Fraternally,

Cesar Rubio PM
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After returning an excellent proficiency a few weeks earlier, Brother Brian Tremblay of Rancho Mirage took 
the next step on his Masonic journey by being passed to the Degree of Fellow Craft on March 20th.  Following 
the Degree, Brother Brian addressed the Brethren and remarked that after his proficiency, he had a real 
appreciation of the work Lodge Officers put in to staging a great Degree.  Thank you, Brother Brian, and 
remember - if it were easy, anyone could do it! ;)
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Brothers Bill McGill, Luther Wood, 
and Stan Adams were all smiles at the 
Shriners’ Pancake Breakfast at Demuth 
Park in Palm Springs on Sat Mar 10th.

(photo by Kurt Handshuh)

Brethren in attendance March 27th were treated to a superb 1st Degree Proficiency returned by 
Brother Bernard Shannon of Indio.  Shortly thereafter, Brother Bernard was Passed to the 
Degree of Fellow Craft. Brother Shannon was Initiated just last month, and is sprinting forward 
on his Masonic journey.  We hope, Bernard, that your quest for Masonic Light is rewarding and 
fulfilling. Great to have you among the Lodge 693 Brethren!

Raising a Reader
Say yes to child literacy!

www.Division8Masons.com

http://www.Division8Masons.com
http://www.Division8Masons.com
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Lodge 693 2012 Officers

Worshipful Master: Luther Wood
760 567 9724  lhw1972@gmail.com

Senior Warden: Ted Parker
760 245 1943  tedparker93@yahoo.com

Junior Warden: David Pucksoontorn glck40boi@gmail.com

Treasurer: David Berg
760 416 0464  kingdave39@hotmail.com

Secretary: Oscar Rodriguez
760 449 0417  osrocasusa@gmail.com

Chaplain: Jeffrey Huffman
760 450 8289  jeffreyhuffman32@yahoo.com

Senior Deacon: Imanuel Eisendle
760 409 7062  dreisendle@dc.rr.com

Junior Deacon: Kurt Handshuh
760 333 4410  kurtlends@gmail.com 

Marshall: Dan Oates
760 616 2873  doates818@aol.com

Senior Steward: Nick Seneca
323 868 5600  693Trestleboard@gmail.com 

Junior Steward: Mike Nyswonger
760 464 1498  mjn770@yahoo.com

Tyler: Dennis Trosper
760 343 2129

Inspector: Richard Davis, PM
760 219 7083  rdavis4@dc.rr.com

Explorations in Masonry Fri Apr 27 @ 630
The Illuminati - Part 2

1776-present 
“Has This Organization Survived?”

Presented by Worshipful Cesar Rubio, Past Master of 
Lodge 693.

Free and open to the public, so bring a friend!
Light refreshments served from 6:00PM

from the west (continued)
This fraternity is not about “me, myself and I” It’s about what we can do for others and helping our brethren.  
Recently, a visiting Brother was told to sit in the entry next to the Tiler until someone came to get him while the 
Brother who brought him was in the dining room eating. The brother was a diabetic and had nothing to eat that 
night because there was nothing left except dessert. When I hear of something like this it hurts and saddens me, 
I blame myself for this and I assure you this will not happen on my watch again.

I am charging each and every one of us: when you see a potential applicant or perhaps someone who might be 
a visiting Brother, introduce yourself and invite him to sit with you and enjoy dinner and good conversation. 
These young men coming into our Lodge have been invited so that the Brothers of our Lodge might get to know 
them before they are voted on.   At one of our sessions at the M&W Retreat it was suggested “wouldn’t it be 
better to initiate a friend than a stranger?” Make friends with these young men and get to know them. It’s your 
responsibility!

As always I look forward to seeing each and everyone of you at all our meetings and degrees, if you would like 
to participate be just ask.        

“May peace be with us as we walk the journey together “  

Ted Parker, Senior Warden
760 245 1943                                                                                                                                                                                                    
tedparker93@yahoo.com 
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