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Stated Meeting
Tuesday December 3rd at 7:30PM

continued on page 3

Soon as the sun's expiring breath
Had vanished in the ether dim,
December came and looked on him;
And looking, not a word he saith,
But o'er the dead doth gently throw
A spangled winding sheet of snow.

And bring along amid the gloom
Another body for the tomb
But still the evergreen shall wave
Above the dark and dismal grave,
For ever there a token sure
That, long as Nature shall endure,
Despite of all the wicked powers
That rule the wintry midnight hours,
The sun shall from the grave arise,
And tread again the summer skies.

   -Stellar Astrology & Masonic Astronomy

This is my final statement to the Brethren of 693, 
and I sincerely hope that our little Blue Lodge 
will enjoy success after success in the coming 
years.  The course has been set and the sail cut 
in accordance with the will of the Brethren.  The 
incoming Line of Officers has a somewhat 
difficult task ahead - not an impossible one, to 
be sure, but difficult just the same. Qualifying 
will be a major concern.  It is my sincere hope, 
however, that the road may not be unbearably 
rough and rugged and that the Line is able to 
sustain itself and preserve our labors.  

My 2 terms, and the 2 before me, were met with 
enormous strain and difficulties which were 
accepted and dealt with through strength and 
faith in spite of the natural inclination to “run in 
the opposite direction as fast as I could”.   

After returning a beautiful, inspiring 2nd Degree 
proficiency, Brother Steve Sanchez was Raised to 
the Sublime Degree of Master Mason on November 
19th.  Here’s Steve accepting the Volume of Sacred 
Law from Worshipful Master Luther Wood.  
Congratulations, Brother!
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Greetings Brethren:

Congratulations to our newly raised Brethren Reuben Leija and Steve Sanchez. May the Light of 
Masonry be upon you and enlighten your Masonic way. May the great tenets Brotherly Love, 
Relief and Truth and the four cardinal virtues Temperance, Fortitude, Prudence and Justice be the 
guides through your life.

Dear Brothers of Palm Springs Lodge 693:

I am very grateful to have been elected Master of this Lodge. I thank you for the confidence you’ve placed 
in me. My time as a Freemason so far has been eventful, pleasant and instructive. I’ve learned a lot about 
serving in this office not only with dignity but also with humility.

I also congratulate the elected and the appointed officers of my line to their positions. I look forward to 
working constructively with you within the framework of Masonic principles and our common goals. In the 
January 2014 issue of our Trestleboard, I will present our mission statement as well as excerpts from our 
program for Palm Springs Lodge 693 for the year 2014.

Let us join together and work toward a successful Masonic year  in 2014.

My Line of Officers and I are delighted to welcome you to our Installation of Officers on Friday, December 
6th, 2013 at 5:00PM  at our Lodge at 450 S. Avenida Caballeros in Palm Springs.

I wish the outgoing Line of Officers of Palm Springs Lodge 693 good health and a life joy, peace and 
harmony. I am grateful for the many inspiring hours that I’ve spent with you.

I wish all Brothers and your families a joyous Holiday filled with Peace, Love and Prosperity.

Best Wishes for a Joyful New Year 2014!

With brotherly love,

Your Junior Warden
Imanuel Eisendle, Worshipful Master-elect

from the south 

Masonic quote of the month:

“Man it sure was hard to sleep last night with that red hat 
on!”
        
              - Brother Jeffrey Huffman, the morning after his 
investiture as a Scottish Rite Knight Commander of the 
Court of Honor.
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Regardless of the difficulties, and with a little perseverance,  Freemasonry has prevailed and is 
deeply lodged in my mind.  

At my initiation, the only thing I knew about Freemasonry was my experiences with my Grandfather, 
whose ring I wear even unto this day.  Although I do not remember many specifics during my 
childhood (I lived with my grandparents until I was 6 years old), I remember that Freemasons could 
appear out of nowhere, help and move on without any exchange of money or obligation.  They were 
just “there” to be of service to a Brother and his family.  

Without going into great detail of my life history, I was not able to consider becoming a Mason until 
2006 when I was 68.  I was Initiated February 28, 2006, Passed May 27, 2006 and raised to the 
Sublime Degree of Master Mason on June 27, 2006.  I could have gone through all my degrees in 3 
months or less, but held back so that I could be Passed to Fellow Craft at Destiny Lodge in Covina 
on May 27th.  I returned the long form in all my degrees, so you see, newcomers, quick advancement 
is possible, and there are those who were/are even more capable than I.  At the end of my 3rd 
Degree. My Coach, PM Vernon Smith, presented me with my Grandfather's ring, and I will never 
forget the swelling in my chest that night as long as I live.  I remember seeing this ring over and over 
as a child when my Grandfather sang me to sleep as I lay in his lap. 
 
Taking a little walk down memory lane, I will never forget my first impression of Freemasonry in the 
1st Degree.  I knew nothing of the Craft, how they would be dressed, nor what to expect.  I arrived at 
the Lodge promptly at 7:25 p.m. as I was told to do.  In the preparation room, I had ultimate trust in 
those in charge of me.  Herb Miller, the Tiler, had already made me feel welcome.  Herb epitomized 
what Freemasonry is all about.  He was impeccable and elegant in his mind and body.  The 
excitement built within me, and I was not disappointed.  I will never forget seeing the Brethren in 
tuxedos, a top hat and all the regalia.  In short, I was blown away with the elegance and sacredness 
of this moment.  This is why at the altar and at each obligation, when I place my hand on the 
Candidate's hand and connect with him that I have a difficult time controlling my emotions.  At each 
obligation I put myself in the Candidate's place and hope that Freemasonry will open the door for him 
to find the Light that he seeks.  I have been a seeker all my life, and I believe today that a seeker is 
one who has been touched by God in such a way that nothing less will ever do.  My “befores” were 
of the caliber of Mason who taught me that what I sought was real, and today I can say with absolute 
conviction that what I sought is real and that Freemasonry has been one of the most important links 
to my Spiritual Being.    

From the Oriental Chair, from which with respect and love I have had the incredible experience of 
leading and governing my Lodge for 2 years, I say to my loving and loyal Brothers “Thank you from 
the bottom of my heart for your faith in me, your support, and giving me the honor to serve”.  

Fraternally and sincerely,

luther Wood
Master
lhw1972@gmail.com
760-567-9724
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december at 
our lodge 

450 s. avenida caballeros, palm springs

Tuesday December 3rd at 7:30PM
Stated Meeting Dinner served from 6:00PM.

Friday December 6th 5:00PM
67th Annual Installation of Officers for Palm Springs Lodge 693.  Fellowship begins at 4:00. All 
Brethren should have received their invitations by mail.  Also, see the final version as a Word doc in 
your e-mail. This is a non-tiled event, open to Masons, their families and friends! 

Thursday December 19th at 5:00PM 
Lodge 693 Hall Association Monthly Meeting  Open to all Master Masons of Lodge 693.  If anyone 
has something to be brought before the Association, please contact Brother Kurt Handshuh at least 
24 hours in advance so the item may be placed on the the agenda.  kurtlends@gmail.com or 
760-333-4410.

A beaming Brother Reuben Leija is 
joined by Lodge 693 Brethren on the 
occasion of being Raised to the Sublime 
Degree of Master Mason on Past 
Masters Night, November 12th.  
Congratulations, Reuben!

mailto:kurtlends@gmail.com
mailto:kurtlends@gmail.com
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          Freemasonry is not easy.  We have our ennobling Masonic 
ornaments of Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth, but in the life of a 
Lodge these lofty ideals are repeatedly tested.  A seeker of Light who 
knocks at the door comes into a Lodge expecting to find a harmonious 
ring of loving souls, but soon learns it is not always that.

 We are a fraternity: a collection of well-intentioned men with all 
of our testosterone-fueled passions and impulses.  We are a variety of 
personalities, ambitions, priorities and, significantly, perceptions of 
what a Lodge should be.  

 We are a family, and families fight.  Discordant passions aren’t always subdued.  Fortunately, 
as Masons, the difficulty of our differences is assuaged by the magic, warmth, familiarity, and comfort 
of our rituals.

 As adults in the world, one flaw in our behavior is that most of us want others to behave as we 
see fit. In the real world, however, it’s not the role of one person simply to please another.  We are 
men, and even with passions subdued, passions remain.

 One of the rarely mentioned challenges of Freemasonry and the Lodge experience is 
acceptance.  We proudly trumpet our acceptance of men of all faiths and ethnicities, but the more 
difficult challenge is to accept and embrace a Brother as an individual even when his actions don’t 
please us.

 We are not parents of one another. We are Brothers. Consider this: “I disagree with you.  I 
don’t really like the way you do things.  Nevertheless, you are my Brother and I regard you with 
Brotherly Love.”  Sounds pretty Masonic to me.

 In our Volume of Sacred Law, St. Paul, in his letter to the Colossians writes:  “Bear with each 
other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone.  Forgive as the Lord 
forgave you.”

 Brotherly Love isn’t always easy, but in the end, we’re doing our best.  The ebb and flow of the 
life of a Lodge continues. Hard working Brothers grow in the Lodge, laboring from the quarries to the 
temple and leaving their mark.

Nick Seneca

lodge life 



Nick Seneca, Trestleboard Editor
Palm Springs Masonic Center
450 S. Avenida Caballeros
Palm Springs, CA  92262

I See You've Traveled Some

Wherever you may chance to be;
wherever you may roam:
far away in foreign lands

or just at Home, Sweet Home;
It always gives you pleasure,

it makes your heart strings hum
just to hear the words of cheer -

"I see you've traveled some."

When you get the brother's greeting
and he takes you by the hand,

it thrills you with a feeling
you cannot understand.

You feel that bond of brotherhood;
that tie that's sure to come

when you hear him say in a friendly 
way,

"I see you've traveled some."

And if you are a stranger
in a strange land, all alone

If fate has left you stranded,
dead broke and far from home,

if a stranger stops and takes your hand,
it thrills you - makes you dumb,

when he says with a grip of fellowship,
"I see you've traveled some."

And when your final summons comes
to take a last long trip.

Adorned with Lambskin Apron white
and gems of fellowship.

The Tiler at the Golden Gate
with square and rule and plumb

will size up your deeds and say "Walk in,
I see you've traveled some."

Unknown Author


