
Stated Meeting
Tuesday January 3rd at 7:30

Filet Mignon Dinner served from 6:00PM.  
Reservations essential no later than 

12 Noon Sunday January 1st! 
Donation $15.00

Reserve at kurtlends@gmail.com
or 760-333-4410
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Freemasonry:  Friendship, personal growth, and spirituality without dogmatism

The Lodge 693 Trestleboard December 2011

from the east    

Greetings from the East, Brethren:

I hope everyone had a great 
Thanksgiving and enjoyed the 
company of their loved ones.  As 
you may know, we just lost 
another great brother and member 

of this Lodge, Brother Stephan 
Toomer. He was a true and faithful brother 
among us and will be greatly missed not 
only by our Lodge but his mother Lodge 
as well. May Steve rest well in the Great 
White Lodge above where every Mason 
hopes to at last arrive. Rest in Peace 
Brother Toomer.

Even when things like this come up we 
must take the time to reflect on the many 
blessings we have and, when the time is 
right, make plans for the future.
On November 27 we had our monthly 
Explorations in Masonry and with 19 in 
attendance. The class was treated to an 
introduction of the Reverend Robert Taylor 
and his Astro-theological Sermons. We 
tied in many of the topics we have 
discussed over the past two years 
concerning the Solar Religion, Stellar 
Theology, Masonic Astronomy, the 
Sumerian, Egyptian, Indus Valley, British 
and Chinese Empires, Etymology, and the 
study of Religions in general. 

We’ll have two more Degrees this month.  
December 13th, we will have a 2nd Degree 
for Brother David Chandler who has 
recently affiliated with our Lodge.  
Congratulations, Brother David!

continued on page 3

caring hands and giving hearts

Jun Lejarde, Managing Partner

760-345-5995 (office)
760-501-5250 (msg)

79790 Barcelona Dr.
La Quinta, CA 92253

www.majestichealthcareca.com

Member:
               Palm Springs Lodge 693
               Valley of Palm Springs Scottish Rite
               Palm Springs Shrine Club
               San Bernardino York Rite

Knights Templar

mailto:kurtlends@gmail.com
mailto:kurtlends@gmail.com
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from the west    
We have a busy month ahead:  2nd Degree for David Chandler on the 13th, 

INSTALLATION on the 17th , 3rd Degree for Don Shore on the 20th. The West is 
on the edge of its seat!  The responsibilities and weight of the East are upon 
me.  So much preparation.  So much work.  So many things to think of.  

“Alas!  alas!  what doth remain?
Shall death and darkness ever reign,
And night eternal hide the day?
Then said the third one, ‘Let us pray.’ 
And full of faith and strong intent,
His prayer to IH.  VAH.  upward went.
‘Amen’ was said –‘so mote it be!’
And then the last one of the three
Arose, and stretching forth his hand,
Calls on the dead, and gives command.
In IH.  VAH’S name to rise and stand.
Then up rose Phoebus in his pride,
With the ‘lordly lion’ by his side, 
And earth and sky with his glory shone
As again he sat on his golden throne,
For the voice of God is nature’s law,
And strong was the grip of the lion’s paw.”

And so the sun drifts even further toward its destruction, and we move on in 693 toward a 
New Year with the rebirth of Hope, Faith and Charity and the tenets of Brotherly Love, Relief 
and Truth.  I am wishing each of you, whatever your Faith, the very best and most wonderful 
of Holidays.  If you are traveling, I pray for your safe return to us.  I hope you will attend the 
Installation and Dinner following.  The Fellowship and Brotherhood promise a great evening.  

Fraternally,
Luther Wood, Senior Warden
760-567-9724
lhw1972@gmail.com
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from the east - continued
December 17th will be our Annual Installation of 
Officers starting at 5:30. Friends and family are 
invited!

December 20th Brother Don Shore will be raised to 
the Sublime Degree of Master Mason. Brother Don 
has shown great enthusiasm for Masonry and 
Lodge 693  I’m sure that he’ll be an active Lodge 
member.

I would like to thank all of my Officers who 
dedicated so much of their time to make this a 
successful year for Lodge 693. All those that 
worked behind-the-scenes are equally 
acknowledged by your Lodge. It has been a great 
honor to serve you these past two years. I hope to 
continue to serve you in some capacity and to 
repay some of the members who have given so 
much and have shared so much with me this last 
year. Congratulations to all the Officers who have 
been elected to their new posts.  Here's wishing 
you a very successful year!

With peace profound,

Cesar Rubio
Master 
Palm Springs Lodge # 693
81-875 Ave. 48 Apt.#69

Masonic Assistance
“Fraternal Care Based on Masonic Values”

Masonic Family Outreach is one of the providers offering 
help to California Masons and their families.  They’re ready 
to help you deal with tough life issues like divorce, the 
stresses of a special needs child, job loss, and other 
significant challenges. If you, yourself need help or know of 
a family in distress, contact Masonic Family Outreach at 

 
1-888-466-3642 or

email masonicassistance@mhcuc.org 

 for more info visit
www.masonichome.org
or see the current issue of 

California Freemason Magazine

Trestleboard Editor: Nick Seneca
693Trestleboard@gmail.com
www.PalmSpringsMasons.org

lodge life     
Our condolences to the family of Brother 
Stephan Toomer who passed away in 
November.  His wife, 
Sylvia wrote to Luther 
Wood, SW:

I do hope you KNOW how 
very much you, and your 
fellow Masons, meant to 
Steve.....truly his brothers.   
Thank you for your special 
friendship to us both.   Sylvia
In addition to his Lodge in Canada, Bro. 
Stephan was a member of Lodge 693 and a 
busy worker at the Scottish Rite Children’s 
Center.

• Congratulations to Lodge 693 Brother 
Glen McGihon who was presented with his 
50 Year pin just before the December 
Stated Meeting.  He shared a photo of his 
Dad receiving his 50-year pin....50 years 
ago!  

• Have you seen the new Library at our 
building on Avenida Caballeros?  The new 
shelves are just beautiful!  A number of 
Brothers put a lot of work in to make this 
room a real showplace.  The Library already 
has plenty of great reading, and a check-
out system will be in place soon.  If you’d 
like to donate books of Masonic interest, 
please do!

• It’s great to see our Canadian Brethren 
returning to Lodge 693 for the winter.  
Brother Walter Murby of Summerland, B.C. 
is the 1st sighting of the season.  He 
headed South just a week before the first 
snowfall!

• Masonic author Joseph Fort Newton 
writes in The Soul of the Craft:

“Masonry is moral geometry.  It’s truths are a 
part of the order of nature.”

mailto:masonicassistance@mhcuc.org
mailto:masonicassistance@mhcuc.org
http://www.masonichome.org
http://www.masonichome.org
mailto:693Trestleboard@gmail.com
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http://www.PalmSpringsMasons.org
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Mon Dec 12   5:30PM Installation Ceremony Practice for incoming 2010 Lodge Officers
                       6:30PM Practice for tomorrow night’s 2nd Degree

Tue Dec 13    7:30PM 2nd Degree for Brother David Chandler. Dinner served from 6PM.

Sat Dec 17    5:30PM - 2012 Officers Installation Ceremony.  Installation is open to all including family
                       family and friends!  Lodge opens at 4:30 for fellowship.  Dinner served in the Lodge main
                       dining room immediately after the ceremony.

Mon Dec 19  6:30PM Practice for tomorrow night’s 3rd Degree

Tue  Dec 20  7:30PM 3rd Degree for Brother Don Shore.  6:00PM, get together for “Dutch treat dinner”
                      at Taco Asado, El Cielo and Ramon in Palm Springs

Tue Dec 27   St. John the Evangelist Day Celebration - Time and details TBA.

Note:  Above is the December schedule as of Lodge 693 Trestleboard publication date.  Updates and 
changes are always announced via e-mail, on the Lodge website www.PalmSpringsMasons.org and via 
Twitter @Lodge693.  If you’d like to be on the e-mail list, just drop a note to 693Trestleboard@gmail.com
      

december at our lodge 
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                                        Lodge 693 2012 Officers

Worshipful Master – elect: Luther Wood lhw1972@gmail.com  760-567-9724

Senior Warden – elect: Ted Parker tedparker93@yahoo.com  760-275-1943

Junior Warden - elect:  David Pucksoontorn glck40boi@gmail.com  626-523-3795

Secretary – elect:  Oscar Rodriguez osrocasusa@gmail.com 760-449-0147

Treasurer –  elect: Dave Berg  kingdave39@hotmail.com 760-880-5916

Senior Deacon: Immanuel Eisendle  dreisendle@dc.rr.com  760-409-7062

Junior Deacon: Kurt Handshuh  kurtlends@gmail.com  760-333-4410

Senior Steward: Nick Seneca  693Trestleboard@gmail.com  323-868-5600

Junior Steward:  Mike Nyswonger  mjn770@yahoo.com  760-464-1498

Tiler: Dennis Trosper 760-660-2642	 	 	   

Marshall: Dan Oates doates818@aol.com  760-610-2873

Chaplain:  Jeffrey Huffman  jeffreyhuffman32@yahoo.com  760-450-8289

Inspector: Richard Davis, PM rdavis4@dc.rr.com  760-219-7083
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