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Greetings Brethren:

The election of Officers for Palm Springs Lodge #693 held at our Stated 
Meeting on November 4th, 2014 brought following results:

Elected for the ensuing Masonic year 2015 :

Brother Kurt Handshuh, Worshipful Master
Brother David Pucksoontorn, Senior Warden
Brother Arman Ordian, Junior Warden
Brother Oscar Rodriguez, Secretary
Brother Dan Oates, Treasurer

The appointed Officers will be announced by Brother Kurt Handshuh, 
Worshipful Master-Elect.

I congratulate every elected Officer and wish you the continuance of a peaceful and harmonious 
Masonic year 2015. 

Installation of Officers is on January 4th, 2014.

from the east

The month of November was marked 
with the Veterans Day and Thanksgiving 
Day. Both days are significant for the 
whole nation. 

Because many of our Masonic brothers 
in The United States are veterans, I 
dedicate the following article by 
President Ronald Reagan to our 
Brothers who have devoted their lives to 
the service for The United States of 
America.

It was posted on “All Things Masonic”, 
November 6th, 2010 by Most 
Worshipful Thomas E. Hendrickson,, 
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of 
Minnesota AF&FM, President of the 
Minnesota Masonic Historical Society 
and Museum.
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continued on page 3

By President Ronald Reagan:

I am a proud American and Veteran of the US Army. I always observe this day for those who have served 
in our Nation’s Military. I came across this beautifully worded speech that far better describes and honors 
the Veteran better than I could.

Our country was born in blood and maintained by the blood of the men and women who wear our 
country’s uniform.

Please take a moment and thank a Veteran for their service. Read on......

We celebrate Veterans Day on the anniversary of the armistice that ended World War I, the armistice that 
began on the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month. And I wonder, in fact, if all Americans' prayers 
aren't the same as those I mentioned a moment ago. The timing of this holiday is quite deliberate in terms 
of historical fact but somehow it always seems quite fitting to me that this day comes deep in autumn 
when the colors are muted and the days seem to invite contemplation.

We are gathered at the National Cemetery, which provides a final resting place for the heroes who have 
defended our country since the Civil War. This amphitheater, this place for speeches, is more central to 
this cemetery than it first might seem apparent, for all we can ever do for our heroes is remember them 
and remember what they did -- and memories are transmitted through words.

Sometime back I received in the name of our country the bodies of four marines who had died while on 
active duty. I said then that there is a special sadness that accompanies the death of a serviceman, for 
we're never quite good enough to them-not really; we can't be, because what they gave us is beyond our 
powers to repay. And so, when a serviceman dies, it's a tear in the fabric, a break in the whole, and all we 
can do is remember.

It is, in a way, an odd thing to honor those who died in defense of our country, in defense of us, in wars far 
away. The imagination plays a trick. We see these soldiers in our mind as old and wise. We see them as 
something like the Founding Fathers, grave and gray haired. But most of them were boys when they died, 
and they gave up two lives -- the one they were living and the one they would have lived. When they died, 
they gave up their chance to be husbands and fathers and grandfathers. They gave up their chance to be 
revered old men. They gave up everything for our country, for us. And all we can do, is remember.
There's always someone who is remembering for us. No matter what time of year it is or what time of day, 
there are always people who come to this cemetery, leave a flag or a flower or a little rock on a headstone. 
And they stop and bow their heads and communicate what they wished to communicate. They say, "Hello, 
Johnny," or "Hello, Bob. We still think of you. You're still with us. We never got over you, and we pray for 
you still, and we'll see you again. We'll all meet again." In a way, they represent us, these relatives and 
friends, and they speak for us as they walk among the headstones and remember. It's not so hard to 
summon memory, but it's hard to recapture meaning. 

And the living have a responsibility to remember the conditions that led to the wars in which our heroes 
died. Perhaps we can start by remembering this: that all of those who died for us and our country were, in 
one way or another, victims of a peace process that failed; victims of a decision to forget certain things; to 
forget, for instance, that the surest way to keep a peace going is to stay strong. Weakness, after all, is a 
temptation -- it tempts the pugnacious to assert themselves -- but strength is a declaration that cannot be 
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misunderstood. Strength is a condition that declares actions have consequences. Strength is a prudent 
warning to the belligerent that aggression need not go unanswered.

Peace fails when we forget what we stand for. It fails when we forget that our Republic is based on firm 
principles, principles that have real meaning, that with them, we are the last, best hope of man on 
Earth; without them, we're little more than the crust of a continent. Peace also fails when we forget to 
bring to the bargaining table God’s first intellectual gift to man: common sense. Common sense gives 
us a realistic knowledge of human beings and how they think, how they live in the world, what motivates 
them. Common sense tells us that man has magic in him, but also clay. Common sense can tell the 
difference between right and wrong. Common sense forgives error, but it always recognizes it to be 
error first.

We endanger the peace and confuse all issues when we obscure the truth; when we refuse to name an 
act for what it is; when we refuse to see the obvious and seek safety in Almighty. Peace is only 
maintained and won by those who have clear eyes and brave minds. Peace is imperiled when we forget 
to try for agreements and settlements and treaties; when we forget to hold out our hands and strive; 
when we forget that God gave us talents to use in securing the ends He desires. Peace fails when we 
forget that agreements, once made, cannot be broken without a price.

Each new day carries within it the potential for breakthroughs, for progress. Each new day bursts with 
possibilities. And so, hope is realistic and despair a pointless little sin. And peace fails when we forget to 
pray to the source of all peace and life and happiness. I think sometimes of General Matthew Ridgeway, 
who, the night before D-day, tossed sleepless on his cot and talked to the Lord and listened for the 
promise that God made to Joshua: “I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.”

th
e 

lo
dg

e 
69

3 
tre

st
le

bo
ar

d 
de

ce
m

be
r 6

01
4 

an
no

 lu
cis

 from the east continued 

continued on page 5

january at 
our lodge 

450 s. avenida caballeros, palm springs

Lodge 693 will be dark for the remainder of December.  The next 2 scheduled events:

Sunday January 4th: Installation of 2015 Lodge Officers
Tuesday January 6th at 7:30PM: January Stated Meeting.  Dinner TBA

These are Lodge events scheduled as of publication date. Upcoming Degrees and other events 
will be announced via e-mail, Facebook (Palm Springs Masonic Lodge 693) and Twitter 
@Lodge693
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"That I might improve myself in Masonry" is the answer to a familiar question. 
But how is this done?  

It begins by allowing one's self to accept the principles and teachings of 
Masonry as profound truths describing what is truly valuable in our lives.  
One must have such a sincere desire to grow as a man that he will take the 
time to learn and understand the Master's lectures and Charges of each 
Degree.  In them he will discover the Builder's tools so essential to building 
character and becoming a true Mason.  The building and structure of 
character will only commence when the builder dares to be honest with 
himself as to his current nature.  Only then can he draw the designs on his 
personal trestleboard that might improve the strength of his character and the 
beauty of his personality.  When a Mason questions himself daily about the 

use of his 24 inch gauge and the balance of where he spends his energies, he 
begins to allow Masonry to improve his decisions and behavior. 

Masonry does not put personal desires and ambitions above Masonic principles such as truth and morality.  
Although Masonry is thought of as a society with secrets, it teaches us that if we are honest and true, we 
can be open and honest and disclose our true selves to all men and have no need for secret plans or 
strategies.

A Mason does not choose ambition for personal gain at the expense of his integrity but will choose to forfeit 
his popularity and face any pain, peril or danger to keep his integrity intact.  

I have been a Mason since 1994 and have come to understand that the tenets and principles I have been 
referring to in this article do not find their best application when we are all standing in a circle holding hands 
and singing " cum ba yah".  If we were always doing that, we wouldn't even need the teachings of Masonry.  
No, the teachings of Masonry were created to help us behave as good and true men when others act as 
rascals or when our own ambitions cloud our vision and prevent us from seeing the rascal in the mirror.

These are my reflections on Masonry. I have had the great honor to serve as Junior Warden this year.  I 
hope I was there for you when you needed me and that the food was acceptable at our meetings.  As my 
wife will no doubt read this I must say to her, thank you for your patience and support and all the work you 
did in the kitchen for my Brothers and me.  Lailah, you are the best !
Godspeed to us all.

Don Ryals
Junior Warden

from the south
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Peace is only maintained and won by those who have clear eyes and brave minds. Peace is imperiled 
when we forget to try for agreements and settlements and treaties; when we forget to hold out our hands 
and strive; when we forget that God gave us talents to use in securing the ends He desires. Peace fails 
when we forget that agreements, once made, cannot be broken without a price.
Each new day carries within it the potential for breakthroughs, for progress. Each new day bursts with 
possibilities. And so, hope is realistic and despair a pointless little sin. And peace fails when we forget to 
pray to the source of all peace and life and happiness. I think sometimes of General Matthew Ridgeway, 
who, the night before D-day, tossed sleepless on his cot and talked to the Lord and listened for the 
promise that God made to Joshua: “I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.”

We're surrounded today by the dead of our wars. We owe them a debt we can never repay. All we can 
do is remember them and what they did and why they had to be brave for us. All we can do is try to see 
that other young men never have to join them. Today, as never before, we must pledge to remember the 
things that will continue the peace. Today, as never before, we must pray for God's help in broadening 
and deepening the peace we enjoy. Let us pray for freedom and justice and a more stable world. And let 
us make a compact today with the dead, a promise in the words for which General Ridgeway listened, “I 
will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.”
In memory of those who gave the last full measure of devotion, may our efforts to achieve lasting peace 
gain strength. And through whatever coincidence or accident of timing, I tell you that a week from now 
when I am some thousands of miles away, believe me, the memory and the importance of this day will 
be in the forefront of my mind and in my heart.

Thank you. God bless you all, and God bless America. 
President Ronald Reagan 

What a great and hopeful speech.

On November 11th, 2014 General Roger Rothrock invited our Inspector Worshipful Jim Ridley, PM, my 
wife Ulli and me to the 26th Anniversary Veterans Day Ceremony at the General Patten Memorial 
Museum at 62510 Chiriaco Rd in Chiriaco Summit, CA 92201. It’s about 45 miles east of Palm 
Springs beside the I-10. There we had the opportunity to meet and speak with Congressman Dr. Raul 
Ruiz who gave a great and moving speech.

continued next page
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Left to right Worshipful Master Imanuel Eisendle with wife Lady Ulli, General 
Roger Rothrock 33°, Worshipful Inspector Jim Ridley, PM and Congressman Dr. 
Raul Ruiz

On November 18th our Brother Randal Viscovich was raised to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason. 
He told me that he hoped to be raised by me as I initiated him an Entered Apprentice and passed him to 
the degree of Fellowcraft. Thank you my Brother. Not often does a Master have the honor to Initiate, Pass 
and Raise a Brother. For those (Candidate and Master) who have had this opportunity, it is a lifetime 
memory. Congratulations Brother Randal, I wish you great experiences on your Masonic journey as a 
Master Mason and all the blessings of our Supreme Architect of the Universe.

Brother Randal Viscovich was raised to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason
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Brother Randal Viscovich gets his 3rd Degree Cipher 
from Worshipful Master Imanuel Eisendle

On November 27th, Thanksgiving Day, General Roger Rothrock, my wife Ulli and I vitisted the Masonic 
Homes in Covina. We had a wonderful meeting with Worshipful Brother John Abernethy, PM his 
lovely wife Lady Opal, Brother Lloyd Gray and his lovely wife Lady Lois. We had also the pleasure to 
meet with Brother James Nash, 2004 Past Master of Palm Springs Lodge 693 and his lovely wife Lady 
Virginia. We also enjoyed a great Thanksgiving lunch. 

Worshipful Abernethy served Palm Springs Lodge as Master in 1984 and many years as Secretary. He 
shared interesting detailed information about the time he was active with Palm Springs Lodge. We spent 
a beautiful afternoon together exchanging our Masonic experiences.

LEFT: Within the Destiny Lodge #856 
sitting from left Lady Opal Abernethy, 
Brother Lloyd Gray, my Lady Ulli and 
General Roger Rothrock, behind 
standing from left Worshipful Brother 
John Abernethy, PM – Lady Lois Gray 
and Worshipful Master Imanuel 
Eisendle



8

 from the east continued 
th

e 
lo

dg
e 

69
3 

tre
st

le
bo

ar
d 

de
ce

m
be

r 6
01

4 
an

no
 lu

cis

Worshipful Abernethy also served as Senior Grand Deacon in 1985-1986.He and Brother Gray as well as 
the General are also members of the Royal Order of Scotland. Brother John was also our District 
Inspector from 1988 until 1992 and is a Hiram Award recipient. Congratulations Brother John on your 
great engagement in Masonry.  You and Worshipful Brother Nash are also the founders of the newly in 
chartered (September 2014) Destiny Lodge #856 located within the Masonic Homes in Covina. I wish you 
great success with your new Lodge.

LEFT: Lady Opal Abernethy, Lady Ulli 
Madam and Lady Lois Gray in the 
Clothing department of Masonic 
Homes in Covina. Ulli surprised the 
Ladies with a donation of beautiful 
clothing.

A visit to our Brethren and their Ladies at Masonic Homes in Covina is always a special experience. Thank 
you for such a warm welcome.

As this is my last month as Worshipful Master I thank all my line officers and members of Palm Springs 
Lodge #693 for your great support and the great time we spent together during this past year. Together we 
were able to preserve peace and harmony. I am convinced that with Brother Kurt Handshuh as 
Worshipful Master and his line, peace and harmony will continue to prevail. 

I wish all of you and your families very Happy Holidays.

For all of us as we sit down with our families at our holiday tables, let us remember those brave men and 
women in our armed forces. They have been called to duty to foreign lands. They are separated from their 
families and loved ones.
Please remember them in your prayers, knowing that they are keeping our country strong and preserving 
our freedom.

May your year 2015 be filled with good health, and may you be surrounded by love and peace. May the 
Great Architect of the Universe bless you and your families.

Sincerely and Fraternally, with Brotherly Love

Imanuel Eisendle
Worshipful Master
(760) 409-7062
i.eisendle@gmail.com

mailto:i.eisendle@gmail.com
mailto:i.eisendle@gmail.com


2014	  Lodge	  693	  Officers

Worshipful	  Master	  -‐	  Imanuel	  Eisendle	  -‐	  i.eisendle@gmail.com
Senior	  Warden	  (vacant)	  

Junior	  Warden	  -‐	  Don	  Ryals	  -‐	  iparafly@gmail.com	  
Treasurer	  -‐	  Dan	  Oates	  -‐	  doates818@aol.com	  

Secretary	  -‐	  Oscar	  Rodriguez	  -‐	  osrocasusa@gmail.com	  
Chaplain	  -‐	  Arman	  Ordian	  -‐	  aordian@verizon.net	  

Senior	  Deacon	  -‐	  (vacant)
Junior	  Deacon	  -‐	  Brian	  Tremblay	  -‐	  brianedwardtremblay@gmail.com

Marshall	  -‐	  Robert	  Jacob	  -‐	  revbobpaul@aol.com	  
Senior	  Steward	  -‐	  Victor	  DeSanNs	  -‐	  victor.desanNs@ucr.edu

Junior	  Steward	  -‐	  Shahram	  Farshadfar	  -‐	  shahram.farshadfar@gmail.com
Tiler	  -‐	  Dave	  Berg	  -‐	  kingdave39@hotmail.com	  

Nick Seneca, Trestleboard Editor
Palm Springs Lodge #693
450 S. Avenida Caballeros
Palm Springs, CA 92264
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