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The Spirit of Masonry! He who would describe that spirit 
must be a poet, a musician, and a seer—a master of 
melodies, echoes, and long, far-sounding cadences. Now, 
as always, it toils to make man better, to refine his thought 
and purify his sympathy, to broaden his outlook, to lift his 
altitude, to establish in amplitude and resoluteness his life 
in all its relations.
     
            - Joseph Fort Newton, The Builder 

The Lodge 693 Trestleboard

from the East    

 
February is upon us and we are off  and 

running. Last month we Raised Brother Nick 
Seneca  to the Sublime Degree of  Master Mason 
and Brother Dave Mathews was Passed to the 
degree of  Fellow Craft. 

There is a lot of  activity here at Palm Springs 
Lodge and we’re fortunate to have Brothers like 
Don Ryals who is willing to help wherever he can. 
Don immediately contacted me last month to 
inform me of  the passing of  a Brother. He was able 
to reach the family and informed them of  the 
assistance that Masonry provides Master Masons’ 
families in times like these. I informed my Charity 
Committee - composed of  the three principal 
Officers of  the Lodge - and we helped in the best 
way we knew how. 

The family was very grateful and maybe a little 
surprised that people they’d never met would take 
an interest in the welfare of  this Brother’s family. 
But this is part of  what we’re supposed to do and 
that is what we’ll keep doing here at Palm Springs 
Lodge #693.

This month will be even busier starting with the 
Stated Meeting. We have Committees to present, 
Budgets to be presented, ideas to bounce around 
and applications to vote on. We are staying busy.  
The steady momentum we have gained over the 
years is attracting the right people to the crew we 
have now.  Come on down and see for yourself  
what’s going on in your Lodge. Great work is being 
created by these dedicated Brothers.

Fraternally,

Cesar Rubio, Worshipful Master

KHRESTUS@aol.com

Stated Meeting 
February 1st at 7:30

Dinner served from 6PM  $15 Donation for                
                    Filet Mignon! 

Perfectly cooked and served with salad,    
veggies, bread, dessert and beverages. And...whoa ...                              

It’s All You Can Eat!

Masons of all degrees are always welcome for 
dinner - and bring a friend, or even your sweetie!

Reservations are essential with Chef Kurt Handshuh:

kurtlends@gmail.com  or 760-333-4410
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Freemasonry:  Friendship, personal growth, and spirituality without dogmatism

  Brother Dave Mathews completed another step on 
the journey as he was passed to the Degree of Fellow 
Craft on January 18th. Congratulations, Dave!

Luther Wood, 
Dave Mathews, 
Cesar Rubio, and 
Dennis Trosper

mailto:KHRESTUS@aol.com
mailto:KHRESTUS@aol.com
mailto:kurtlends@gmail.com
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from the South
As the Sun is at Meridian Height…….                                                                                           

We started this year off  with a bang.  It makes me real 
happy to see the brethren come to lodge and 
participate. I hope you’re enjoying the food brother 
Handshuh has been preparing for us.  We are changing  
the menu a little - adding a spice and variety, as well as 

letting everyone know what we’ll be serving.                                                            

We started off  with a 3rd Degree for Brother Seneca and a 2nd 
Degree for Brother Mathews. Congratulations to both of  you and 
the officers on a job well done.  Thank you to everyone who 
showed up to support our Brothers.

This year will be filled with more Degrees as we have new 
brothers on the way in and others moving up. I hope more of  you 
will want to participate in the ceremonies and sit in one of  the 
active seats during the degrees. If  you’re interested, please ask the 
WM, SW or JW and we’ll get you on the list and to practice. 

If  any Brethren needs help with any of  the work; lectures, 
proficiencies, floor work,  please ask!  We are here to help and 
guide you in the right direction We’ll make sure you know when 
there is practice at the Lodge and. We look forward to your 
participation.

This year I will host meetings “By The Plumb” to continue what I 
started last year when I was sitting in the West. The dates will 
follow as well as location, which will probably be at my house or 
the Lodge. The discussions will be an open forum and will be 
appropriate to the Degree of  the group. I look forward to doing 
this again  

From The Temple Board                                                                                                                           

The new fire suppression system is installed. Please take note of  
this and the location of  the pull station next to the door on the 
way in to the dinning room. We rented the lot next door for 3 
months and have more folks who would like to rent the building. 
Starting this month, there’ll be a Piano Sale on the 11th, 12th 
and 13th. The place will be filled with pianos of  all sorts, so if  you 
need a new piano, stop in! 

“May Peace be with us as we walk through this, our journey 
together” 

Ted Parker,  Junior Warden                                                                                                                               
tedparker93@yahoo.com                                                                                                                       
760-275-1943                 
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…..As the Sun is in the West at the close of  the 
Day, so is the Senior Warden in the West to assist the 

Worshipful Master, and what a pleasure and honor 
it is.  The West is quite a vantage point.  We 
have an exciting agenda for 2011, and it’s 
already started off  with a bang.  The newly 

appointed and very capable cook, Kurt Handshuh, 
is in rare form with a food bill that is spectacular, and we have 
fallen under his spell.  Why?  Because we love to eat!  If  the food’s 
good, Life is good!  In case you have not noticed, we now have 
cake and refreshments after each Degree.  

We started January with a 3rd Degree for Brother Nick Seneca, 
which was sensational and provoked many positive remarks from 
the Brethren afterward.  The following week we celebrated a 2nd 
Degree for Brother Dave Mathews, which also prompted many 
favorable comments from the Brethren.  My Brothers, our hard 
work is paying off, and we’re having fun!  There’s a noticeable 
difference in Lodge attendance lately.  There is a sense of  
community and Fraternity afloat, giving us a much needed sense 
of  belonging and Brotherhood, which in turn is creating a 
palpable Energy that is compelling and contagious.  Apathy is on 
its way out.  Palm Springs Lodge #693 is alive and well and on 
the move.  I would like to welcome our local Brothers De Mell 
Skelton and Charles Abraria back to Lodge as well as our Brother 
Robbie Robinson from Canada.  They are each one a very 
important and integral part of  us.     

“And when the winding sheet was placed,
Comes evil Janus, double-faced,

A monster like those seen in sleep.

An old ‘seafaring man’ is he
As many others understand,

Who carries water from the deep
And pours it out upon the land.

Now February next appears,
With frozen locks and icy tears,

A specter cruel, cold, and dumb,
From polar regions newly come.”

Portions of  this poem have been in all our issues in 
2010.  This piece represents Part II of  a Masonic 
Allegory.  There is MUCH MORE information for you in 
the “must read”:  Stellar Theology & Masonic 
Astronomy  by Robert Hewitt Brown.

And so the Sun has met his match in December and is now on 
the wing toward Rebirth and Growth in the Spring.  The 
Snowbirds are filtering back in with news of  cold, cold, cold. 
Well, we had a little of  that, too, didn’t we?  But the golf  courses 
are full, the streets are loaded with cars, the movie houses are 
going full blast, the lines at the restaurants have reappeared, and 
all is well in the Valley.  Come to Lodge, Brothers.  Do not miss 
out.  If  any of  you out there are in need of  assistance, please let 
us know.  

Fraternally,

Luther Wood, Senior Warden 
lhw1972@gmail.com
760-567-9724

mailto:tedparker93@yahoo.com
mailto:tedparker93@yahoo.com
mailto:lhw1972@gmail.com
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Mon Jan 31    PRACTICE 3rd Degree Long Form Open 
	 	 and Close 6:00PM All Officers must attend

Tue Feb 1st   Temple Board Meeting 6:30PM
	            Stated Meeting 7:30 PM
	            Filet Mignon Dinner served from 6:00PM
                       Reservations with Kurt Handshuh:
                       760-333-4410 or kurtlends@gmail.com

Mon Feb 7th  PRACTICE 1st Degree 6:00PM

Tue Feb 8th   1st Degree Mr. Mark Hunter 7:30PM
                       Dinner served from 6:00
                       Masons of all degrees invited!

Tue Feb 15th Explorations in Masonry 6:30 PM
                       Guest speaker: Mr. Ian Midgely P.M. on   
            “Lodge Practices in the United Kingdom.”

Fri Feb 18th  Explorations in Masonry 7:30PM
                       W.M. Cesar Rubio offers a fascinating talk
                       on “12 Theories of the Origins of Masonry”
                                              plus
                       Need help deciphering the Cipher?     
	            Brothers will be available immediately  
	            before the event to help you!

Tue Feb 22nd  Degree Night (tentative) for any brother
                         who is ready.  Details TBA

lodge life
   Lodge 693 was hummin’ in January, 

including two Degree 
nights.  Brother Dave 
Mathews was passed to 
the degree of Fellow Craft 
and yours truly was 
raised to the Sublime 
Degree of Master Mason.

• Brother Don Ryals has 
quietly been embracing 
the Masonic ideals of 
relief and charity.  I say 
quietly, because his 

modesty keeps him from 
talking about his good work. Over 
Christmas, Don and his wife, Lailah, 
worked closely with Well In the Desert at 
the Palm Springs Convention Center to 
help provide 1,600 Christmas dinners to our 
Valley’s less fortunate.  Unwrapped toys 
were donated, and Lailah wrapped a ton of 
‘em so underprivileged kids would be 
smiling on Christmas!

• Nice to see some new faces at Lodge.  
Welcome to Walter Murby from British 
Columbia - a seasonal neighbor of Dennis 
Trosper’s -  who is quite impressed with 
the spirit and energy of Lodge 693.  
Welcome back to Mike Nyswonger, a long-
absent Fellow Craft who’s back home at La 
Loggia. He’s been filling the role of “sous-
chef” to Bro. Kurt Handshuh.  Be sure to 
introduce yourself and say “hello” to Walter 
and Mike next time you’re at Lodge!  
“Fellowship” is not an empty word at Lodge 
693.

• Speaking of Dennis Trosper, we’re all very 
happy to see our sword-bearing Brother 
back healthy and keeping our Lodge 
properly tiled.  Dennis, as you may know, 
also keeps our Lodge building fit for human 
habitation.  While he was out, Don Cook, 
Ken Cooper, and Don Ryals picked up the 
mops and brooms and did the job. Thanks 
a million, Brothers!

• I may be a presumptuous, wet-behind-
the-ears newcomer to Masonry, but across 
from me in the dining room of Lodge 693, I 
look into the eyes of men with a history, 
men with stories to tell, men with opinions.  
Men to whom Masonry is still important 
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february at our lodge 

enough that they will set aside a Tuesday evening 
with Brothers to dwell together in unity.  Well, those 
Brothers would love to read your contribution to the 
Trestleboard of this Lodge.  Send one line. Send an 
article.  The gift of your thoughts to this 
publication will help grow Lodge 693 into one of the 
most vital and significant Lodges in California. Your 
Brothers want to hear what’s on your mind! Email 
693Trestleboard@gmail.com or write me at the 
address on the last page of this month’s issue!

mailto:kurtlends@gmail.com
mailto:kurtlends@gmail.com
mailto:693Trestleboard@gmail.com
mailto:693Trestleboard@gmail.com
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The Sideliner’s Gift

Haven’t attended Lodge in a while?  Believe me, you are still 
very much with us in spirit and always welcome.  So please, 
let me suggest a simple gift which would be more 
meaningful than you can imagine.  The simple gift of  your 
presence on a Degree night.

There was a time when Masonry was important enough in 
your life that you knocked on the door.  As you were 
initiated an Entered Apprentice, did you notice the Brothers  
on the sidelines?  Was there a scattering, giving the Lodge 
room a half-hearted vibe? Or were there lots of  Brethren 
there to affirm the import of  the moment?

Recalling my own initiation last July, I seem to recall about 
30 Brothers present, which seemed like a pretty good 
number to me.  I was, in fact, quite moved that men I barely 
knew would spend an evening to attend an event as 
meaningful to me as my entrance to the Masonic world. 
Their presence was a gift to me.

You have the opportunity to give the same gift.  

You can make a new Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft, or 
Master Mason feel great.  Just....be there!  Every additional 
Brother present makes the Ritual bigger, the initiatic 
experience more powerful, the collective “welcome” more 
heartfelt.

There’s nothing to memorize.  You don’t have to commit to 
doing anything else at the Lodge.  You are enough.

In your busy life, there is a faint echo of  the magic, the 
allure you once found in Freemasonry.  While you may not 
care to re-awaken the giant within you, you can easily turn 
up the volume of  the echo.  Join us at a Degree night and 
help affirm our new Masons’ commitment to the Craft.  All 
you have do to is show up.  You are enough.

From the Grand Lodge of California

“By Your  Side” is Grand Master Bill Bray’s project to 
put more Certified Oncology Nurses into our state’s 
hospitals, clinics,and care facilities.  The presence of 
one of these specially trained nurses can make a 
profound difference in the quality of care and cancer 
management, as well as communication with family 
and patients.  Learn more at the Grand Lodge website:
www.Freemason.org/byyourside/index.htm

Brother Ding Gatmaitan 
was a Mason from The 
Philippines who was soon 
to be one of the Brethren 
of Lodge 693.  Sadly, he 
passed away 
unexpectedly in late 
December.  Our Lodge 
offered a contribution in 
memory of Ding to his widow,  Chuchi Gatmaitan, 
presented here by Brother Don Ryals.

Help for Masons and Their Families

Masonic Family Outreach services are available to 
those dealing with job loss, divorce, foreclosure, 
raising a special needs child and other serious life 
challenges.  

For the elderly, Masonic Senior Outreach helps 
those dealing with the challenges of aging.  

If you, or a Masonic family you know, need our 
support, contact Masonic Assistance at 
masonicassistance@mhcuc.org or call 888-466-3642

from the Secretary
At the Feb 1st Stated Meeting:

• Application to Affiliate: Brother Walter Murby, PM

• Application for Degrees: Mr. Roger Culbertson

Any Brethren desiring to bring to Light a topic 
during the Stated Meeting, please contact 
Worshipful Master Cesar Rubio at 
KHRESTUS@aol.com before January 29th, 2011.

Fraternally and sincerely,

Jeffrey Bayer PM
Secretary, Palm Springs Lodge 693

mailto:masonicassistance@mhcuc.org
mailto:masonicassistance@mhcuc.org
mailto:KHRESTUS@aol.com
mailto:KHRESTUS@aol.com
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From a Newly Raised Master Mason

    My Brothers:  I’d like you all to know how thrilled I am 
to be among you at Lodge 693.  
The journey from when I first 
knocked at the door last Spring  
to being raised on January 11th 
has been fascinating.  With each 
month I was reading more and more, acquiring new 
Light and truly enjoying the fellowship of our Craft.

    Initiation, passing and raising have been 
extraordinarily moving for me.  Beyond the power and 
solemnity of Ritual is my amazement that men whom I 
was just becoming acquainted with would take the time 
to rehearse and participate in these very special 
moments in my life.

     I’ll never forget Luther Wood saying to me on the 
evening of my 1st Degree 

“tonight we’re all here just 
for you!”  That simple 
statement really made an 
impression. 

     I was especially moved 
by PM Joe Romero who 
made the drive from 
Yucca Valley and 
presented me with a 
wonderful and meaningful 
gift on the occasion of my 

3rd Degree.  It’s a collection of vintage Masonic books, 
including a Monitor, a catechism, and a 1922 copy of 
the constitution of the UGLE.  An amazing welcome 
from a very classy Brother.  Thank you, Worshipful.

    Let me express my great gratitude to all my excellent 
Brethren here who have guided me, who have worked 
hard to provide wonderful Degrees, and have simply 
extended the hand of friendship. I was honored to have 
Luther Wood and Richard Davis as WM’s. Their 
performances of Ritual were exemplary. All of you guys 
are the greatest!

    My sense of accomplishment mingles with the feeling 
of a new beginning.  As a new Master Mason, I’m 
mindful that there’s much Light to be sought, much 
fellowship to enjoy, and with luck, some answers to be 
found on my personal spiritual quest. I’m happy to have 
found Masonry as the perfect vehicle on this journey.

Nick Seneca, MM
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PM Joe Romero, Nick 
Seneca, Dennis Trosper

Palm Springs Masonic Center
450 S. Avenida Caballeros
Palm Springs, CA  92262
Editor: Nick Seneca MM

693Trestleboard@gmail.com
323-868-5600

www.psmasoniclodge.com 

And about those Masonic 
symbols....

I’ve just finished reading Cracking the 
Freemasons’ Code by Robert L.D. Cooper.  
The author is Curator of  the Scottish 
Masonic Museum in Edinburgh.  It’s largely 
a history book, offering a very plausible, step-
by-step case claiming that  Masonry as we 
know it originated specifically with Operative 
stonemasons in Scotland.

More significant to me was the author’s  
discussion of  Masonic symbols.  He 
suggests they present themselves on 4 
different levels.  Paraphrasing:

1) The Obvious or Literal Level. When a symbol 
is understood by all.  A window is a 
window.

2) The Metaphorical Level.  Not just a window, 
but a “window on the world,” for example.

3) The Personal Level.  Meaningful for an 
individual or group who actively uses the 
symbol. “Through the window I can 
glimpse another place and/or time.

4) The Mystical Level. The symbol allows the      
individual (or perhaps a small group) to 
experience the numinous. 

I had to look up “numinous.”  It’s “spiritual 
or supernatural.  Surpassing comprehension.  
Arousing feelings of  duty, honor, loyalty.”

Good stuff  to keep in mind when pondering 
the symbols of  our Craft 

If  you’d like to borrow the book, just be in 
touch at the address below!

mailto:693Trestleboard@gmail.com
mailto:693Trestleboard@gmail.com
http://www.psmasoniclodge.com
http://www.psmasoniclodge.com

