
Freemasonry:  Friendship, personal growth, and spirituality without dogmatism

The Lodge 693 Trestleboard February 2013

from the east  
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Tuesday Feb 5th at 7:30PM

Filet Mignon Dinner served from 6PM
Reservations closed, Donation $20 at the door

Dinner is open to all, so bring a friend!

continued on page 3

     
  I bring you Fraternal greetings, my Brothers, 
from PM John Cover Spear, Past Grand Master 
Ken Nagel, Past Grand Master David Decker, 
Grand Lecturer Jack Rose and our very own 
AGL, Franklin Lee.   January 24th in Ontario 
Masonic Lodge was another of those great 
nights to remember.  The warmth, camaraderie 
and Brotherhood pervaded the room and 
Ceremony.  I cannot think of any other Mason I 
would rather see receive the Hiram Award:  John 
Cover Spear is the epitome of our Craft and the 
Award.  

At home, our 1st Degree of the year for Steve 
Sanchez was impeccable from start to finish.  He 
is a prime example of the men we have been 
endeavoring to attract. I see an enormous 
healing going on in our Lodge; the Great 
Architect is at work with his incomparable 
Compass and Square, and His efforts are 
spilling over into our Light.  There seems to be a 
sorting out of some kind, and it has a spiritual 
root. Stay tuned.

I think we're entering another dimension at 693.  
We have resumed our somewhat normal pace 
even with all the incomplete work staring us in 
the face. It will get done, and it will get done 
right.  You can count on Ted Parker.  

I hope you will attend our Stated Meeting 
February 5th.  We have the pleasure of receiving 
our Inspector, Jim Ridley, with honors on his 
Official Visit.  I hope to install 3 Officers to their  
new posts, and there will be several reports that 
may be of interest to you as well, so come on 
down. Brother Steve Sanchez, Lodge 693’s newest Entered 

Apprentice is welcomed by Luther Wood, WM at his 
January Initiation. Congratulations, Steve, and may your 
Masonic journey be fun, enriching, and fulfilling!
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from the south   

    What a wonderful start into our New Masonic Year 2013 we had. The Stated Meeting and 
the First Degree for our newly obligated Brother Steve Sanchez on January 15th was 
attended not only by the members of Palm Springs Lodge 693, but also by about 20 
Brethren from different Lodges, as well as by our Canadian Brethren. It made a great 
impression on our first Entered Apprentice of this year. Thank you all for your attendance. 

In this edition,  I’d like to call your attention to another quality of character.  MERCY 
In January, I mentioned the four cardinal virtues and the three tenets of Freemasonry, which, 
when lived with our heart, will be enriched with mercy. Mercy is an attribute of the human 

character and cannot be learned through the intellect. It is a given attribute by our Supreme 
Architect of the Universe. A compassionate person opens his/her heart toward others’ distress or 
behavior with non-judgmental, unconditional love. On a higher lever, it is also a kind of forgiveness.

Recently, our Brother General Roger Rothrock 33°, gave me two lines to write down and think about:

The quality of mercy is not strained. 
It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven.

Having received these lines is not a coincidence.  My research brought me immediately to William 
Shakespeare aka Sir Francis Bacon (more explanations about the same identity will follow at another 
time) who lived from 1564 until 1616, and his tragic comedy, “The Merchant of Venice”.

This beautiful piece on mercy is from The Merchant of Venice, first performed in 1596 and 
published in 1600, when Portia speaks to Shylock in Act IV, Scene I.

The Quality of Mercy 
The quality of mercy is not strained. 

It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven 
Upon the place beneath. It is twice blest: 

It blesseth him that gives and him that takes. 
Tis mightiest in the mightiest; it becomes 

The throned monarch better than his crown. 
His scepter shows the force of temporal power, 

The attribute to awe and majesty, 
Wherein doth sit the dread and fear of kings. 

But mercy is above this sceptered sway; 
It is enthroned in the hearts of kings; 

It is an attribute of God himself; 
And earthly power doth then show like God's 

When mercy seasons justice. 	  	  	  William Shakespeare
        (1564 – 1616)

from the south continued on page 4
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Dinner will be served at 6pm, and there will be a surprise about that.  February 14th is our 
Sweethearts Night, and Brother Imanuel has taken up the reins, and the evening promises to be 
stunning.  Ladies will dine for free, remember.  This has been our policy throughout the years on this 
night, and there will be gifts and fun as well as Fellowship and Brotherly Love.  

We will be awarding two 50 year Golden Veteran Awards soon and one 55 yr Award.  I hope you will 
attend these Events and support these valiant men who have served us so long and so well.  Nick 
will give you plenty of notice through the Trestleboard mailout so that you can make your plans.  

Our Brother Thierry returns from France on February 17th, and I have a 1st Degree planned on 
February 19th for Mr. Sean Rayshel.  I hope you will attend and extend your good wishes toward him 
and welcome him into our Craft.  He is a brilliant man, another of those we are endeavoring to 
attract.  I think you'll accept and like him at once.  

These have been arduous times, and I want to thank each of you for your patience during the 
remodel.  There have been several inconveniences and unavoidable delays which make one 
seriously consider pulling one's hair out, but, again, the Great Architect sees fit to suppress the 
crazies and aids us in moving on to what's really happening all around us every day and every 
minute and micro-second of the day.  Life!

Fraternally and sincerely,
luther Wood
Master
Palm Springs Lodge 693

from the east continued from page 1
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Lodge 693 2013 Officers

Worshipful Master: Luther Wood
760 567 9724  lhw1972@gmail.com

Senior Warden: Ted Parker
760 245 1943  tedparker93@yahoo.com

Junior Warden: Imanuel Eisendle
760 409 7062  dreisendle@dc.rr.com

Treasurer: Dan Oates  DOates818@aol.com

Secretary: Oscar Rodriguez
760 449 0417  osrocasusa@gmail.com

Chaplain: Don Ryals 
iparafly@gmail.com

Senior Deacon: Kurt Handshuh
760 333 4410  kurtlends@gmail.com

Junior Deacon: Dan Woodman
palaceglass.dw@gmail.com

Marshall: Don Shore
ds32nd@aol.com

Senior Steward: Michael Borders
mbborders@gmail.com

Junior Steward: Alan Franks
dssar2003@aol.com

Tyler: DennisTrosper 760 343 2129
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from the south continued from page 2
    

William Shakespeare 
1600 

This explanation of MERCY is outstanding and the pure truth. Think about this line:

It blesseth him that gives and him that takes. 

Living mercy, for me, indicates what Freemasonry is all about.

Further research taught me that in the book entitled Shakespeare – Creator of Freemasonry by Alfred 
Dodd, PM, Shakespeare is called the FATHER and FOUNDER of the FRATERNITY, the Writer of the 
Rituals.
 

The author, Alfred Dodd, PM says  “this book is a straightforward compilation of specific statements from 
the pen of the Author of the Shakespeare Plays.”

They constitute definite evidence that Modern Freemasonry was known to him and that he employed 
Masonic imagery and symbolism in his Works. Circumstantial evidence is brought to show that he must 
have sat in many a Speculative Lodge and participated in its Rites.

Many learned Brethren believe that Freemasonry with its Three Degrees was created by Brosthers 
Anderson and Desaguliers out of a crude operative Rite of One Degree from 1717. "The 1717-Theory" is 
no longer tenable in view of the evidence that the Elizabethan Brethren "moralized on Tools and 
spiritualized Temples" in 1589.

The business of the 1717 Brethren was not the creation of Symbolic Masonry, but the introduction of an 
Ethical Cult to the open world by a new type of entity: the federation of all secret independent Lodges 
under a Central Head, the Grand Lodge, that had hitherto practiced their Rites hidden from the eyes of all 
men. The Brethren of that era had had bequeathed to them a precious heritage handed down from their 
Fathers: no less than an ascending Pyramid of Degrees, based on a Three Craft Rite, the Royal Arch, 
through Knightly and Sovereign Orders to the "Thirty-Three Degree."

Speculative Freemasonry was born in the Elizabethan era. Shakespeare (Sir Francis Bacon) took an 
active part in its genesis.

The story is told in the Great Shakespeare Folio of 1623: the greatest Masonic Book in the world. The 
System was buried in secret and left to grow and root itself, like a bulb, in the dark for a hundred years. 
The emergence of the Masons in 1723 was a PLANNED emergence: the Centenary of the 1623 Folio. 
William Shakespeare was not only a Freemason, he was the FATHER and FOUNDER of the 
FRATERNITY, the Writer of the Rituals. (Alfred Dodd, PM)

(The life and Masonic work of William Shakespeare aka Sir Francis Bacon to be continued)

I wish you the best in your own research. To live Freemasonry and look behind Freemasonry is a 
wonderful, exciting, never-ending way of life.

With Brotherly Love                                                                                                                                                            
Your Junior Warden                                                                                                                                       
Imanuel Eisendle                                                                                                                                                  
760-409-7062       dreisendle@dc.rr.com     

th
e 

lo
dg

e 
69

3 
tre

st
le

bo
ar

d 
fe

br
ua

ry
 6

01
3 

an
no

 lu
cis

mailto:dreisendle@dc.rr.com
mailto:dreisendle@dc.rr.com


5

february at our 
lodge 

450 s. avenida caballeros, palm springs

Tue January 5th 7:30PM
Stated Meeting - Filet Mignon Dinner served from 6:00PM
Official visit by Inspector Jim Ridley, PM

Thurs February 14th 6:00PM
Sweethearts’ Night - A Celebration of Those We Love
Gentlemen $25. Ladies dine free!  Reserve no later than Feb 9th with Bro. Alan Franks, JS at 
dssar2003@aol.com

Mon February 18th 6:00PM
Practice for Tomorrow Night’s Degree

Tues February 19th 7:30PM
1st Degree: Mr. Sean Rayshel  Dinner served from 6:00PM. Menu TBA

Thu February 28th 5:00PM 
Lodge 693 Hall Association Monthly Meeting  Open to all Master Masons of Lodge 693.  If anyone has 
something to be brought before the Association, please contact Brother Kurt Handshuh at least 24 hours 
in advance so the item may be placed on the the agenda.  kurtlends@gmail.com or 760-333-4410.
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The above Lodge 693 Calendar is accurate as of this Trestleboard’s publication date.  Additions and 
other changes will be announced via e-mail, www.PalmSpringsMasons.org , Twitter @Lodge693 and 
Facebook

mailto:dssar2003@aol.com
mailto:dssar2003@aol.com
mailto:kurtlends@gmail.com
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http://www.PalmSpringsMasons.org
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Nick Seneca, Trestleboard Editor
Palm Springs Masonic Center
450 S. Avenida Caballeros
Palm Springs, CA  92262


