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from the east
Brethren:

This first month of our Masonic year was very busy!  Just two 
days following our 68th Installation of Officers, we had our 
first Stated Meeting that included our new line of Officers.  My 
Pillar Officers in particular, Senior Warden David 
Pucksoontorn and Junior Warden Arman Ordian, did 
exemplary work. For that my brothers, I commend you!!

Also, in January, as The Worshipful Master representing 
Lodge 693, it was my pleasure to attend The Commandry 
Officers Installation for The  Knights Templar, St. Bernard 
Commandry #23 in San Bernardino where Worshipful 
Imanuel Eisendle, PM was installed as Captain General. We also attended, in 
January, the Installation of Officers for The Valley of San Bernardino, Scottish Rite of 
Freemasonry.  The Installing Officer was Most Worshipful Russ Chavonia, Grand 
Master of Masons in California. Most Worshipful Chavonia gave me some very 
positive and motivating comments concerning our Lodge and our Brethren.  I hope to 
implement his suggestions. He especially emphasized reading and enjoying our 2014 
Trestleboards.  

“When is a man a Mason? When he knows how to sympathize with men, even in their sins – 
knowing that each man fights a hard fight against many odds, and still believe in them when 
they do not believe in themselves. - Brother Joseph Fort Newton

continued on page 2

Congratulations to Lodge 693’s newest 
member, Brother Tyler Ontiveros who 
was Initiated an Entered Apprentice 
Mason on January 27th.

Welcome Brother Ontiveros! May your 
Masonic journey be fun and 
enlightening.
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from the east continued

My first Initiation was of Brother Tyler Ontiveros which became an absolute highlight of my 
Masonic month! Welcome to our fraternity, Brother Ontiveros. "May the Supreme Architect 
always guide you well as you travel on your Masonic Journey." That same evening it was also 
my pleasure to welcome Worshipful William Bernard from St. Johns Lodge 106, 
Saskatchewan, Canada to our Lodge 693. This was his first visit ever to our Lodge and 
to California! et me now wish a warm welcome to all our Canadian Brethren who will be 
visiting our Lodge this season. 

Brethren, please check www.PalmSpringsMasons.org frequently throughout the month for 
calendar and schedule updates.  My fraternal gratitude to Brothers Arman Ordian JW, 
Randy Viscovich, JS and Michael Nyswonger for their participation on the Audit Committee. 
Thanks also to Brothers Dave Berg, Tiler and Mark Steiger, Chaplain for their participation 
on The Membership Retention Committee. 

There are many men knocking on the door, our door, of Freemasonry. Not all will enter. 
Please, welcome the ones who are admitted. They represent our growth and our future!

Fraternally and Sincerely,

Kurt Handshuh
Worshipful Master

http://www.palmspringsmasons.org/
http://www.palmspringsmasons.org/
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from the south
Brethren,

We always talk about enlightenment, purification and 
other ‘virtues" but often the question is raised: where are 
the "manual" or the  "tools" for these achievements? How 
can one learn to become better? How do we teach our 
Brothers to advance? Browsing Facebook, I came across 
to what I am going to share with you. This is a quote from 
an ancient philosopher named Aziz Al-Din Muhammad 
Ibn Nasari.  Whether he realized it or not, he wrote about 
giving us the "tool" or "manual" to advance Masoniclally. I translated this quote 
from Russian. Here’s what he said: "Before purification, and then enlightenment; 
first divide, and then merge. Man could be born in one, until he dies in another. He 
longs to rest-die at work. You willed God-die with you. If you can not die at work - 
do not look for rest. If you can not die in yourself, do not look for God, for neither 
will be realized.”  This ancient philosopher said it all! Any comments? Write me.
Fraternally & Sincerely,

Arman Ordian, Junior Warden

2015	  Lodge	  693	  Officers

Worshipful	  Master	  -‐	  Kurt	  Handshuh	  kurtlends@gmail.com
Senior	  Warden	  -‐	  David	  Pucksoontorn	  glck40boi@gmail.com

Junior	  Warden	  -‐	  Arman	  Ordian	  aordian@verizon.net
Treasurer	  -‐	  Dan	  Oates	  -‐	  doates818@aol.com	  

Secretary	  -‐	  Oscar	  Rodriguez	  -‐	  osrocasusa@gmail.com	  
Chaplain	  -‐	  Mark	  Steiger	  marksteiger777@gmail.com

Senior	  Deacon	  -‐	  (vacant)
Junior	  Deacon	  (appointed)	  -‐	  Robert	  Jacob	  -‐	  revbobpaul@aol.com

Marshal-‐	  Ben	  Manniere	  benj@dc.rr.com
Senior	  Steward	  -‐	  Victor	  DeSanSs	  -‐	  victor.desanSs@ucr.edu
Junior	  Steward	  -‐	  Randal	  Viscovich	  rviscovich@msn.com

Tiler	  -‐	  Dave	  Berg	  -‐	  kingdave39@hotmail.com	  
Officers’	  Coach	  -‐	  Imanuel	  Eisendle,	  PM	  i.eisendle@gmail.com	  
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february at 
our lodge 

450 s. avenida caballeros, palm springs

February Degrees are to be determined. All Degrees and and other Lodge events 
this month will be announced via e-mail, on Facebook (Palm Springs Masonic 
Lodge #693), and Twitter @Lodge693
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Secret rituals. Powerful members. An all-seeing eye. Guarded doors. For 
conspiracy theorists, Freemasonry is an infamous Pandora’s box of intrigue. 
But how did theorists’ rumors start, and do they hold any weight?

On March 21, the Institute for Masonic Studies will join UCLA’s history 
department to present our Fourth International Conference: 

Secrets Revealed! Freemasonry and the Conspiracy Theories It 
Evokes.

More information at this link: 

http://www.freemason.org/newsEvents/article.htm?id=10723

http://www.freemason.org/newsEvents/article.htm?id=10723
http://www.freemason.org/newsEvents/article.htm?id=10723


scottish rite events

Worshipful Imanuel Eisendle, PM - 
Worshipful Master Kurt Handshuh - 
Lady Linda Maynard Charvonia and Most 
Worshipful Russ Charvonia, Grand 
Master of F&A Masons of California 
(Installing Officer)

Brothers of Lodge 693 and the Valley of Palm Springs including 
Worshipful Master Kurt Handshuh and Brother Imanuel Eisendle 
attended the Installation of Officers of the Scottish Rite, Valley of 

San Bernardino on January 25th.

More hi-resolution photos from this event can be found on the Palm 
Springs Scottish Rite’s Facebook page.  Go to Facebook and search 

“Palm Springs Scottish Rite.”

Photos courtesy of Worshipful Imanuel Eisendle, PM

At the Installation of Officers of Scottish 
Rite - Valley of San Bernardino:

Sitting from left: Bro. Shane DaCosta, 
32°, Venerable Master of Scottish Rite 
Valley of Palm Springs (Installed January 
28th, 2015) Worshipful Master Bro. Kurt 
Handshuh, 32°, Palm Springs Lodge 
#693 also Past Venerable Master of 
Scottish Rite Valley of Palm Springs, 
Worshipful Bro. Imanuel Eisendle, Past 
Master of Palm Springs Lodge #693 and 
Past Master of Kadosh, Consistory, 
Scottish Rite Valley of Palm Springs
Standing from left: Ill. Brother Stan Gold, 
33°, Past Master, Bro. Michael Powell, 
32° KCCH, Past Venerable Master of 
Scottish Rite Valley of Palm Springs
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scottish rite events continued
The Valley of Palm Springs Installation of 2015 Officers was held 

at the Palm Springs Masonic Center on January 28th.

More hi-resolution photos from this event can be found on the Palm 
Springs Scottish Rite’s Facebook page.  Go to Facebook and search 

“Palm Springs Scottish Rite.”

Photos courtesy of Worshipful Imanuel Eisendle, PM

The Gavel was given from Worshipful 
Bro. Kurt Handshuh, 32° now Past 
Venerable Master and also current 
Worshipful Master of Palm Springs 
Lodge #693 to his successor Bro. Shane 
DaCosta, 32° newly installed Venerable 
Master

Newly installed 2015 Officers of the 
Valley of Palm Springs Scottish Rite.

Ill. Worshipful Bro. Mark Gibson, 33°, PM, PVM 
1999 and Personal Representative of the 
Sovereign Grand Inspector General, Installing 
Officer, congratulates Worshipful Brother Kurt 
Handshuh, 32°  for his outstanding Service, 
Devotion and Dedication as Venerable Master for 
the year 2014.
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 the brothers’ corner
Jens Petersen, PM, PVM    I was raised in Ionic Lodge 520 in Los 
Angeles (25 years ago this April).  Ionic is now Ionic-Composite.  I became 
part of the Line of Officers and most enjoyed the Senior Deacon chair and the 
second degree lecture.  Moving to the South, I had a call to take a new job in 
Chicago and became a dual member in Wayfarer’s Lodge 1001 in Evanston, 
Illinois.  Since the Lodge was short of officers (what’s new?), I took my place 
again in the South.  As it turned out; I moved to the West and thence to the 
Oriental Chair in a matter of but a few days!  This happened when the Brother 
in the West took terminally ill and the Master, who was a Past Master by then, 
stepped down so that this Brother could become the Master, in fact, in the 
hospital . There he passed to the Lodge above and I became Master.  Thus I 
also became Master in Evanston the year that I would have been at Ionic 
Lodge 520 had I stayed in Los Angeles.  (My “Year” being some 15 or 16 
months in total). 

 That is story enough… but wait!  There is more.

 This Lodge had its own personality, as do all Lodges.  Some are all farmers, or all Diamond merchants, 
or…. whatever. Wayfarer’s was home to many policemen.  And most of these brothers with “Undercover” 
policemen who worked with gangs (especially Biker Gangs).  So while I should not have been surprised - I was 
amazed one evening when I stopped at the Tyler’s Desk and, on opening the drawer, saw  an armory of 
Glocks, 1911’s, 38’s, switchblades and a few  other (defensive) bits of armor!  The “Colors” which they wore to 
Lodge can go without elaboration.

 Moral: Never miss an opportunity to see what your Tyler has collected from your brethren! 
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Paul Deshays, PM Loge Axis Mundi, Paris, France

Paul is a Brother of Lodge 693 who lives in Paris and is a yearly visitor. 
He responds to some sample questions I proposed when asking for 
submissions to the Brothers’ Corner. His words are in red.

• Why you became a Mason: "I knocked at the door and it was 
opened" says the Ritual. I suppose my reason was to work on my 
sense of goodwill and compassion toward others.

• A Mason who has been influential in your life: All of my French 
Lodge Brothers. There’s no one in particular except a few for 
whom I have a real admiration.  You, Brother Nick, are one of 
those!

• How Freemasonry has changed you (or not changed you!) The 
work we do in the Lodge and outside has made me more patient, more fair, more gentle, more 
reflective. It’s a very long process, but it works!

continued next page



• Has Freemasonry lived up to your expectations? Three times YES!!! Except however, here in France, 
we have had some stupid brothers in the upper levels of Freemasonry, who have sometimes acted as 
if they believed they were God!

• Things you enjoy most about Freemasonry and/or the Lodge experience In Here in France, every 
Brother has to prepare a paper on a Masonic theme and read it to all the Brothers.  This kind of work 
helps us progress. (In France, our Blue Lodge is affiliated with the Royal and Ancient Scottish Rite). 
Another good experience is that we all have dinner together AFTER our meetings.  We take this 
opportunity to discuss the Masonic theme which was just presented to us in Lodge.

• Your thoughts on any Masonic article or book you've read All are very interesting, and I read a lot - in 
English, as well as French.

• The appendant bodies: Scottish Rite, York Rite, Shrine. Have you joined?  If so, tell us about your 
experience. I have no experience with these bodies United States. In France, I am on the 14th Degree. 
It’s great!  (Editor’s note: In France, as in much of Western Europe, progression through the Scottish 
Rite Degrees requires much study and written work. It can be a lifetime process. There are no one day 
“Reunions.”)   

• Your experience visiting another Lodge, locally or distant It’s great to see how the American Lodges 
work even though, really, I do prefer French way. It is always interesting to discover other Lodges, 
especially foreign ones.  I love being a Brother of Lodge 693.

• Masonry and your faith. Has the Craft strengthened your faith? Honestly no, but it helps me 
understand my faith much better and what I want to go with. I am always between Catholicism and 
Buddhism. The more I work in my Masonry, the more I progress in my faith.

• Reactions of friends when you tell them you're a Mason In France, it must be kept secret!

• Recently Initiated Brothers - we'd love to hear your thoughts! I am a too old Mason to remember my 
first thoughts!
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the brothers’ corner continued

Thanks to Brothers Jens and Paul for responding to my e-mail blast and contributing to the new 
“Brothers’ Corner” in the Lodge 693 Trestleboard.

We all have thoughts, memories, and observations on the roles of Freemasonry and the Lodge in our 
lives. So, I invite all Brothers to submit a few words or a few paragraphs for publication. 

The only requirements are that you be a Mason (of any Degree, from any Lodge) and that the subject be 
of Masonic interest.  No ad hominem attacks or criticism, please.  

You don't have to be a "writer" to contribute.  I'm just looking for everyday guys to share their thoughts.  If 
you’re not strong at grammar, spelling and punctuation, don't worry. I'll take care of all of that in the 
editing and your words will shine!  

Remember, it doesn't have to be a full "article." Just a few sentences are great, too.  The objective is to 
have a variety of voices in the Lodge 693 Trestleboard and make it a more robust, vibrant 
publication reflecting all Brothers.  It'll be a better, more interesting monthly when you're in it! Pics are 
welcome, too.

Send your submissions to me at 693Trestleboard@gmail.com .   To be included in the March 
Trestleboard, please send them by Saturday February 28th at 12 Noon. 

Lookin' forward to hearing from you!

Nick

mailto:693Trestleboard@gmail.com
mailto:693Trestleboard@gmail.com


Hello Brothers,
 
April and May will be important and memorable months for your lodges in your regions, and we look 
forward to working with you all on well executed and well-attended launch events for the Grand Masters 
Project.
 
As you have heard, the Grand Master’s project this year will support the Firefighters in Safety Education. 
Attached are the information flyer and fact sheet on our partnership with the Alisa Ann Ruch Burn 
Foundation, which sponsors this program.  FISE brings firefighters to public schools to help kids learn how 
to be fire safe.
 
https://www.freemason.org/AARBF/index.htm
 
Our Philanthropy Office will be a conduit for information and resources throughout the year that you 
should call on to help promote this program to lodges in your regions. For example, we can link you with 
the Burn Foundation team to identify local firefighters who could attend lodge with you and present how 
our program works. This offers a great way to marshal charitable support for this program from our lodges.  
The Burn Foundation can also put you in touch with burn survivors in your communities who could meet 
with members and lodges and educate them about fire safety and resources.
 
In this way, our fraternity continues its support of public schools, children and families in our communities.  
We appreciate all your hard work promoting programs of our California Masonic Foundation to your local 
lodges and members.

$1,000.00 provides burn prevention for an entire school
 
$2,500.00 provides a scantron machine to grade Pre- and Post-tests for an entire region
 
$5,000.00 provides burn prevention education for an entire school every year for entire elementary 
school stay (K-6)
 
$10,000.00 provides burn prevention education for an entire school district.

Socially and Fraternally,

Michael J. Sekera
Palm Springs #693

From Brother Michael Sekera
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Brothers,

As Masons, we share this passion for community service, and we have an opportunity to work with the 
Junior Giants, Dodgers and Padres for big results. 

In 2008 the Giants Community Fund was voted the best sports-related charity among all major 
professional sports in the country. The Junior Giants, a program of the Community Fund, serves more 
than 20,000 children and has more than 2,500 volunteer coaches. Started in 1994 to teach confidence, 
integrity, leadership, and teamwork to at-risk youth, the Junior Giants now has more than 85 leagues of 
boys and girls ages 5 to 18, across California and into Nevada and Oregon. 

Currently, only about 55 percent of the Junior Giants, Dodgers and Padres kids have their own baseball 
mitts. Our goal is to provide 4,250 mitts this year.

The Junior Giants, Dodgers and Padres can leverage their buying power to purchase great baseball mitts 
for $20 each. If 4,250 of the 10,000 Bay Area Masons make a personal $20 gift, we can achieve our goal 
- and bring America's national past time to 4,250 Bay Area kids. 

Some friendly competition
The Bay Area has been divided into six regions - East Bay, South Bay, North Bay, the city of San 
Francisco, Sacramento, Delta area and the San Diego area - which are facing off in friendly competition. 

Rally your brothers through the lodge Trestleboard, at stated meetings, Masonic events, and by word of 
mouth. This community service project is from Masons to kids, so lodge funds are discouraged. 
However, friends, family, and especially all members of the Masonic family are encouraged to 
contribute. 

For more information go to http://www.masons4mitts.org/

Let's knock this challenge out of the park!

Socially and Fraternally,

Michael J. Sekera
Palm Springs Masonic Lodge 693

From Brother Michael Sekera
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