
Freemasonry:  Friendship, personal growth, and spirituality without dogmatism

The Lodge 693 Trestleboard January 2013

from the east  
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13 Stated Meeting
Tuesday Jan 8th at 7:30PM

Filet Mignon Dinner served from 6PM

Donation $15 with advance reservation
$20 at the door

Reserve with Kurt Handshuh, SD at 
kurtlends@gmail.com or 760 333 4410

Dinner is open to all, so bring a friend!

continued on page 3

     
FROM THE EAST:  Well, the end was near, but 
we survived the supposed prophecies of the 
Maya, Hopi, Anastasi, etc., and our renovation is 
progressing right along as I write this.  Hopefully, 
by the time you are reading my article, we will be 
finished and ready for the New Year.  Our first 
Stated Meeting will be January 8th due to our 
first Tuesday being New Year's Day We will 
launch into the year with gusto, ready for 
whatever comes our way.  I have a ribbon 
cutting ceremony planned for sometime in 
February.  Notification will be supplied via email 
forth with.  We will start off with a Degree on 
January 15th for Steve Sanchez.  I hope you all 
will come and celebrate our newest Brother. 

“Let there be Light”, the Great Creator spoke,
And, at the summons, slumbering Nature woke,
While from the East the primal morning broke,
Back rolled the curtains of the night,
and Earth rejoiced to see the Light.

“Let there be Light!” The Master's lips 
proclaimed,
And heart and hand unite in glad acclaim,
To hail th' enrollment of a Brother's name,
While he beholds with ravished sight
The glories of the perfect Light.
                                           - Thomas W. Davis

Looking back over last year, I am somewhat 
disappointed.  For those of you who do attend 
and have not forsaken our Craft, I thank you.  
For those of you who do not attend Blue Lodge I 
am completely mystified.  What has happened?  

    Freemasonry is one of the small bastions of our 
culture that is sticking to the ideals we once held dear; 
uncompromisingly, without apology, with hand on heart 
and proudly. Freemasonry is not an anachronism. 
Freemasonry is a harbour, where the secrets of 
civilization can be found for the benefit of all. 

Worshipful Bro. Gord Echlin, WM
St. John’s Lodge #63

Carleton Place, Ontario, Canada

mailto:kurtlends@gmail.com
mailto:kurtlends@gmail.com
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from the west 
Hello my Brothers:

Well, we’re still here.  The world did not end, as we knew it wouldn’t.

I hope everyone had a great holiday season and a good close to 2012.  I, myself, have 
been very busy with work, sometimes finding it tough to juggle all that comes my way, The 

fact is, I do know how to juggle, as we all do and I’m looking forward to the new year and 
new endeavors we’ll be jumping into in Freemasonry in California.

The new remodel of the Lodge provides endless possibilities to generate money so 
our little Lodge can grow to new heights.  We’ll be getting more involved in our Valley’s communities 
and generating more interest in Masonry.

I’m looking forward to many more Degrees in the coming year, improving our Degree work, which in 
turn makes us better at all we do in Lodge and our lives, making us better men.

Let’s have a great New Year, everyone and let’s start to really move mountains.  Let’s reach new 
heights and pave the way for the newer members or our Fraternity.

Thank you, everyone for a great 2012.  I’m looking forward to seeing everyone in our newly remodeled 
Lodge.  Please come, enjoy, and take part!

Fraternally, 

Ted Parker, Senior Warden
Palm Springs Lodge #693
760 275 1943

Senior Deacon: Kurt Handshuh
760 333 4410  kurtlends@gmail.com

Junior Deacon: Dan Woodman
palaceglass.dw@gmail.com

Marshall: Don Shore
ds32nd@aol.com

Senior Steward: Michael Borders
mbborders@gmail.com

Junior Steward: Alan Franks
dssar2003@aol.com

Tyler: DennisTrosper 760 343 2129

Worshipful Master: Luther Wood
760 567 9724  lhw1972@gmail.com

Senior Warden: Ted Parker
760 245 1943  tedparker93@yahoo.com

Junior Warden: Imanuel Eisendle
760 409 7062  dreisendle@dc.rr.com

Treasurer: Dan Oates  DOates818@aol.com

Secretary: Oscar Rodriguez
760 449 0417  osrocasusa@gmail.com

Chaplain: Don Ryals 
iparafly@gmail.com

Lodge 693 2013 Officers

mailto:iparafly@gmail.com
mailto:kurtlends@gmail.com
mailto:kurtlends@gmail.com
mailto:law1972@gmail.com
mailto:law1972@gmail.com
mailto:tedparker93@yahoo.com
mailto:tedparker93@yahoo.com
mailto:dreisendle@dc.rr.com
mailto:dreisendle@dc.rr.com
mailto:osrocasusa@gmail.com
mailto:osrocasusa@gmail.com
mailto:iparafly@gmail.com
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All last year and in all my years of service to our little Blue Lodge, my plea has been “Come to 
Lodge.  Come and see.  You cannot afford to miss out”, etc.  I had events planned that were 
important for you to know about.  Still, apathy prevailed.  The biggest portion of our attendance was 
the Presenters themselves.  Armchair service to our Fraternity isn't going to get it, my Brothers.  Life 
is strange in the sense that it is proportionate to how much we put into it.  I hope you will see the light 
of day and start attending Lodge once again.  I have no better plan than to just to keep showing up, 
making plans and executing them in an effort to set a good example.  

The East is a busy, busy, time-consuming and precarious Chair, and balance is the key.  Those of 
you with plans to ascend will hopefully learn your lessons well along this path.  The Officers in the 
Line should start planning for their term now!  I urge you!!  Although the Brethren cannot pay for 
everyone's way to the Retreats and Annual Communications, I want to remind you that all are 
welcome to attend.  Consider our Brother Imanuel Eisendle, for example.  He has been coming , at 
his own expense, to our Annual Communications regularly.  He has not missed one session, and his 
knowledge of our Craft, its internal operations and Brotherhood are considerable.  The friends he has 
made along the way are impressive.  Last year, he was invited to sit in one of the Chairs at Grand 
Lodge.  What an honor!

Start making plans now for February.  In addition to the ribbon cutting ceremony, we will celebrate 
Sweethearts Night once again.  The ladies will eat for free as usual, and the Gents something like 
$20/plate. The food will more than likely be catered, and a special night is assured.  It always is.  

I would like to thank Ted Parker, Kurt Handshuh, and Don Shore for their love and devotion to the 
Blue Lodge. They have been an immeasurable source of comfort to me during this renovation. 

PM Cesar Rubio and MM Dave Mathews have a fabulous year planned for Education.  They are 
moving their nights back to Tuesdays I believe.  I am 100% in favor of their efforts.  2012 was really 
good.  I expect 2013 to be off the chart.

DeMolay is struggling in its infancy stage, but the powerful guiding hand of David Pucksoontorn will 
see it through.  I have ultimate confidence in him.  These young men look to him for guidance and 
support; he is their mentor and role model.  I am proud of him and cannot thank him enough.  
Whether or not he succeeds in this endeavor, is somewhat immaterial.  What's important is his love 
for what he does and the excellence that he performs his duties.  He will give the Lecture in Steve's 
1st Degree on January 15th.  If you haven't heard him give it, you are missing out on a spectacular 
delivery. 

Fraternally and sincerely,
luther Wood
Master

from the east continued from page 1
th

e 
lo

dg
e 

69
3 

tre
st

le
bo

ar
d 

ja
nu

ar
y 

60
13

 a
nn

o 
luc

is



4

from the south   

    
Greetings to all the Brethren of our Craft as well as to those who like to surf through our 
Palm Springs Lodge website. We live in a wonderful time, in which we are able to present a 
Masonic Lodge in this form as we do it here. This confirms that we are not a secret society. 
I thank all the Brethren for having elected me Junior Warden of Palm Springs Lodge 693 for 
the year 2013. I am pleased and honored to serve 
you and the Lodge in this chair. I thank all the 
Brethren who inspired me and who are a living 
example for me, of how to live Masonry. You all have 

been such a great help for me. Please allow me a 
short introduction. I started on my Masonic path in April 2010 
and was raised on June 22, 2010. This was followed by my 
appointment as Senior Steward for 2011 and Senior Deacon 
for 2012.  I have also been a Candidates Coach since March 
2012. 

I have been a Mason with my heart since I knocked at the 
door to ask for entrance. I identify myself absolutely with the 
three tenets of Freemasonry: Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth  
I’d like to remind all Masons that these tenets are the pillars of 
our life through everything we have to fulfill. For me, to be a 
Mason is to live Masonry on a daily basis by living in 
accordance with these tenets and the four Cardinal Virtues: 
Temperance, Fortitude, Prudence and Justice. My 
experiences since becoming a Mason show me that my life is 
so enriched by practicing Masonry. As a Candidates Coach I 
gladly meet with Entered Apprentices, Fellow Crafts and 
Master Masons to help them better understand Masonry and 
to prepare them for their proficiencies. I also prepare them 
for our Masonic life, as I have an open ear and heart for the 
different situations of life.

An important lesson I’ve experienced: regularly attending 
the Stated Meetings and the Degrees, as well as charity is 
what being involved in Masonry is all about. To be a Mason 
does not end with being Raised as a Master Mason. To be 
present at the Lodge is a commitment,every Mason should consider. I encourage every Mason to 
remember the feeling he had, when he became an Entered Apprentice, a Fellow Craft and then a 
Master Mason. Wasn’t this something special that touched your heart? This experience caused me to 
attend almost all Lodge meetings since the beginning. I call upon all Masons: come back to the place 
where you started and continue your active Masonic life by attending Lodge meetings. You never will 
regret it, when you ask your heart, the first place where you were prepared to be a Mason.

I wish all of you and your families a healthy, peaceful and harmonious Masonic Year 2013. I am 
looking forward meeting you at our Lodge.

With Brotherly Love
Your Junior Warden
Imanuel Eisendle   
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U.S. Army Major General
Roger Rothrock 

and newly-installed Junior Warden 
Imanuel Eisendle at the 2013 Officers 

Installation
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january at our lodge 
450 s. avenida caballeros, palm springs

Tue January 8th 7:30PM
Stated Meeting - Filet Mignon Dinner served from 6:00PM

Mon January 14th 6:00PM
Practice for Tomorrow Night’s Degree

Tue January 15th 7:30PM
Mr. Steve Sanchez of La Quinta will be Initiated an Entered Apprentice Mason.  Dinner served from 
6:00PM. Menu TBA.

Thu January 31st 5:00PM 
Lodge 693 Hall Association Monthly Meeting  Open to all Master Masons of Lodge 693.  If anyone has 
something to be brought before the Association, please contact Brother Kurt Handshuh at least 24 hours 
in advance so the item may be placed on the the agenda.  kurtlends@gmail.com or 760-333-4410.

Thu January 31st 6:00PM 
Lodge 693 Monthly Officers’ Meeting
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The above Lodge 693 Calendar is accurate as of this Trestleboard’s publication date.  Additions and 
other changes will be announced via e-mail, www.PalmSpringsMasons.org , Twitter @Lodge693 and 
Facebook

mailto:kurtlends@gmail.com
mailto:kurtlends@gmail.com
http://www.PalmSpringsMasons.org
http://www.PalmSpringsMasons.org
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Lodge 693’s 2013 Officers at the Installation. Pictured (front): Michael Borders, SS: 
Imanuel Eisendle, JW; Dan Woodman, JD; Luther Wood, WM: Don Shore, Marshal; 
Dennis Trosper, Tiler. (rear) Allan Casalou, Grand Secretary partially obscured; Ted 
Parker, SW; Oscar Rodriguez, Secretary; Alan Franks, JS; Don Ryals, Chaplain

Brethren of Lodge 693 were honored to have Allan Casalou, Grand Secretary of 
the Grand Lodge of California serve as Installing Officer at the 2013 Installation.  
Brother Casalou (2nd from left) is joined by Imanuel Eisendle, JW; Luther Wood, 
WM; and Ted Parker, SW.

All photos in this issue courtesy of Imanuel Eisendle, JW



Nick Seneca, Trestleboard Editor
Palm Springs Masonic Center
450 S. Avenida Caballeros
Palm Springs, CA  92262


