
Stated Meetings 
Tuesday July 5th at 7:30

Tuesday August  2nd at 7:30

Tuesday September 6th at 7:30

Filet Mignon Dinner
served starting at 6:00 before each meeting 

Donation $15 - Reservations essential and 
must be made by 12 Noon Sunday before 

the meeting.

Reserve at 760-333-4410 or 

kurtlends@gmail.com
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Freemasonry:  Friendship, personal growth, and spirituality without dogmatism

The Lodge 693 Trestleboard July - August 2011

from the east    

Greetings from the East, Brethren:

June was very busy for us. We 
Passed Brother Dennis Williams on 

June 14 and on the Summer Solstice, 
June 21 we Initiated Brother Thiery Cuille. 
This Initiation was very appropriate in 
Masonry as the Sun was truly at Meridian 
Height in the Calendar year. The Sun cast 
no shadow and showered us with its 
brilliance. Our Explorations in Masonry on 
June 24, Holy Saint John the Baptist Day, 
had 14 people in attendance. We broke 
into EA, FC , and MM groups, went on the 
step and sign, and proceeded to challenge 
one another on the grips and words. This 
simple practice proved to be very helpful 
as many of us were rusty and unsure on 
specific parts of the challenges. It 
reminded us how easy it is to forget 
something as important as the grip and 
word of any Degree. As Officers and 
regular participants of Lodge Degrees, we 
must stay sharp to prove ourselves for that 
is part of what we represent: preparation 
and organization.
 
The class proved interesting to everyone 
as we first defined a “secret society.” We 
took a close look at the mysterious Order 
of the Rosicrucians. It is said that the four 
older Lodges that gathered together to 
form the first Grand Lodge were 
Rosicrucian Freemasons looking to graft 
Cabalistic ideologies into Craft 
Freemasonry rituals. It’s why the Degrees 
are so full of symbolism and require years 
of study in order to begin to understand 
the true language. We also explored the 
Knights Templars some of whom may 
have escaped and became what we know 
as The Pirates, who flew the Skull and 
Bones. (continued on page 3)
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from the west

Dear Brethren:

June was a very interesting month.  If you missed our Explorations in Masonry on 
Friday, June 24th, you missed a very important evening with our Worshipful Master, 
Cesar Rubio.  The information was stunning, participation was intense, we had a good 

time, and we learned.  Our evenings of exploration together are becoming more and more 
illuminating.  We are uncovering, discovering and discarding the myths and truths of our lineage 
and heritage.  WM Rubio has the uncanny ability to knit together an assortment of civilizations 
and philosophies which ultimately have propelled us to the present day.

I had the honor of calling many of our Brothers this past week.  The calls were made to find out 
how they are and to see if we can be of service to them.  It was a stimulating and rewarding 
experience to say the least.  They are all over the country and most of them deeply involved in our 
Craft at one level or another.  You cannot imagine my reception or how happy they were to hear 
from us.   

I also had the pleasure of assisting someone in need.  I received a call from the California Grand 
Lodge asking if I could be of service to a Grand Lodge Senior Warden in another State.  His 
daughter is in school in our desert.  Her car was to be delivered to her here, but the company 
bringing it broke down in Colorado.  Since she was three weeks shy of 21, her father was not able 
to rent her an automobile, and she was virtually stranded without transportation to and from 
school.   My Brother Ted Parker and I shared the responsibility and got the job done.  

Several of you commented on my article last month.  Do you remember the part where I spoke of 
my Grandfather, how our car blew a tire in Van Horn, Texas?  It was during the war and rubber 
could not be bought.  Three Masons appeared out of nowhere in the dead of night with a new tire 
for our car, and off we went with a handshake.  Well, that was the first thing I thought of when 
asked if I could be of service.   Somehow, that oh-so-long-ago debt was finally paid. It was a rich 
week. 

Summer Solstice has come and gone once again, and the Sun has moved along its eternal path 
toward destruction in the Fall.  We are half way through this term, and many things have been 
accomplished in our little Blue Lodge.  We are on our way, Brothers.  Catch hold, don’t falter, and 
come to Lodge.  We will have our regular Stated Meetings and dinners during July and August, so 
don’t lose out on that either.   See you on the path!

Fraternally,
Luther Wood
Senior Warden
lhw1972@gmail.com
760-567-9724
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An Evening of Twin Honors for Worshipful Jim Leighton

     It was standing room only at the Palm Springs Masonic 
Center on June 15th when Brother Jim Leighton, PM and 
33rd Degree Scottish Rite Mason, was honored for 50 Years 
of service in both the Scottish Rite and the Shrine.  Valley of 
Palm Springs Venerable Master Michael Powell led the 
evening’s celebration and presented Brother Jim with his 50-
Year Cap and Pin.  Moments later, Brother Dave Berg, 
representing the Al Malaikah Shrine, honored Jim as a 50 Year 

Shriner.

     Speaking to the 
crowd gathered to 
celebrate his 
milestone, Brother 
Leighton drew a laugh 
when he told a story 
of how, at the age of 
50, he took part in a study which projected that he 
would live another 20 or 25 years.  “Now, at 85, I 
wish I’d taken better care of myself!”

     Jim said of Masonry: “Be in it.  Be a part of it.  
Otherwise you’ll just be on the sidelines.”  Brother 
Charlie Ash suggested to the Brethren simply to 
“look to Jim.”   

     Congratulations to Ill. Jim Leighton, an inspiration to all Masons,whose smiling face 
and gentle demeanor are always a pleasure to have around Lodge 693.

Bros. Jim Leighton and Dave Berg

 from the east (continued from page 1)    If you haven’t attended these Explorations in 

Masonry,  you’re missing a great opportunity to learn with us.   Perhaps you’ll even share something 
important that we need to know as we seek further Light in Masonry.
 
Our Senior and Junior Wardens are currently working on something big that, if successful, will put Palm 
Springs Lodge in the minds of the public, particularly the schooling system. As our members become 
better educated and trained, they will be better equipped to lead our community, and particularly our 
brothers in Masonry.
 
July and August will be dark except for our Stated Meetings on the first Tuesday of each month. Your 
Officers will continue to work to become qualified for their respective positions for the next Masonic 
Year. We will be working on Lodge improvement projects this summer. Ted Parker, Junior Warden and I 
will be drawing up a plan for the preparation room and our new Lodge Research Library, as well as 
other plans that will improve the appearance of our Lodge. If you are interested in helping please give 
us a call and let us know how you would like to help.

With Peace Profound,
 
Cesar Rubio WM, PM   KHRESTUS@aol.com
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Tue Jul 5         Stated Meeting 7:30 PM
	             Filet Mignon Dinner served from 6:00PM
	 	 Remember, Masons of all degrees are always welcome for dinner - and bring a 
	 	 guest!	           

Sat Jul 23      Officers School of Instruction @ Yucca Valley Lodge 802 - 9:00AM
                       Duties for Senior and Junior Stewards, Chaplain and Marshall.  Officer qualifications.
  	            Breakfast and fellowship at 8:00AM, Class begins at 9:00 sharp.
                       Contact: Inspector Richard Davis, PM: 760 219 7083 or rdavis4@dc.rr.com

Tue Aug 2       Stated Meeting 7:30 PM
	             Filet Mignon Dinner served from 6:00PM

Tue Sep 6   	 Stated Meeting 7:30 PM
	             Filet Mignon Dinner served from 6:00PM
	 	

july and august at our lodge 

from the officers’ coach

If you haven’t come to Lodge and witnessed a Degree lately you have really missed something. In 
recent weeks we’ve presented  First, Second and Third Degrees. So we have been very busy. I 
am proud of the officers conferring the Degrees. The reason the Degrees have been so good is the 
Officers’ commitment to doing excellent ritual work. Without all the guys coming to practice we’d be 
like a lot of other Lodges that struggle with their Degree work. If the Lodge is to continue to grow we 
must be committed to doing good ritual work.

Speaking of commitments, installed officers are required to attend all Officers schools of instruction. 
Even if you don't participate in the Degree work, you are required to attend the OSI's. We not only 
cover ritual work but we go over a lot of administrative issues crucial to the Lodge's well being. This is 
the Inspector’s opportunity to update us on current Lodge and Officers’ requirements as well as any 
changes sent from Grand Lodge. So it is very important that all Lodge Officers attend. As your officers 
coach, neither I nor the Master can excuse you from this monthly event.  Only the Inspector can 
excuse you. We are graded by the Inspector every three months on many areas, including attendance.
 
Let’s make our Inspector proud of our Lodge. Let’s our schedules to attend all the training sessions 
and especially all Degrees.

Fraternally,

Jim Ridley, Officers’ Coach
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Palm Springs Masonic Center
450 S. Avenida Caballeros
Palm Springs, CA  92262

Trestleboard Editor: Nick Seneca
693Trestleboard@gmail.com

323-868-5600
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Two Degrees were conferred by 
Lodge 693 during 
June.  
Congratulations to 
Brother Dennis 
Williams, who was 
Passed to the 
Degree of Fellow 
Craft.  Dennis has 
become a familiar 
face around our Lodge, attending 1st 
Degrees, Explorations in Masonry, 
helping in the kitchen, and - with 
great appreciation from your Editor - 
helping with the mailing of the 
printed Trestleboards each month!  
He’s even logged time with the 
Shriners at the Street Fair.  

Welcome to Brother Thierry Cuille, who 
was Initiated an 
Entered 
Apprentice of our 
Lodge in June.  
Thierry is a native 
of France who’s lived in Palm Springs for 
several years.  He operates a multi-lingual 
translation business with clients around the 
world.

His impressions of the 1st Degree?  “A true 
initiation, full of the unknown and the 
symbolic.”  Thierry said he felt the 
“pressure of expectation” before the 
Degree and even “a little fear.”  It quickly 
dissipated though, because, in his words, 
“there is no place for fear here.”

Well said!  May your Masonic journey bring 
you the enlightenment, pleasure, and 
fellowship that we all share.  Bienvenue, 
mon Frere!

Dennis has become a good friend, and has shared 
stories of his extraordinarily varied background.  Did 
you know that our affable Brother has been a 
Hollywood actor - appearing in a couple of major 
motion pictures?  No foolin’!
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Palm Springs Lodge 693 Officers 2011

  Worshipful Master – Cesar Rubio KHRESTUS@AOL.COM   760-902-3160

  Senior Warden - Luther Wood lhw1972@gmail.com  760-567-9724

  Junior Warden – Ted Parker tedparker93@yahoo.com  760-275-1943

  Secretary – Oscar Rodriguez osrocasusa@gmail.com 760-449-0147

  Treasurer – Antonio Santillan antonio@adamsfinancial.net 760-699-8111

  Senior Deacon – Jun Lejarde lejarde@ymail.com  760-670-5390

  Junior Deacon – Ken Cooper klcooper13@yahoo.com  760-449-8333

  Senior Steward – Immanuel Eisendle  dreisendle@dc.rr.com   760-409-7062

  Junior Steward – Kurt Handshuh  kurtlends@gmail.com  760-333-4410

  Tiler – Dennis Trosper 760-660-2642     

  Marshall – Rob Lang         lange001@ymail.com  760-419-2272

  Chaplain – Steve Keller  steve@doctorkeller.com  760-831-4563

  Inspector - Richard Davis, PM rdavis4@dc.rr.com  760-219-7083
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Outdoor 3rd Degree @ TemCat

Road Trip!  Temecula - Catalina Island 
Lodge #524 will hold the 

C. Jack Liefer Memorial Outdoor 
3rd Degree 

on Saturday July 16th.  Lodge opens at 
9AM, with a Tri Tip Barbecue Lunch 

following Lodge closing.  

Admission $20 includes lunch.  Seating 
is limited. Reserve at 

www.temeculamasons.org 

I’m not sure how many Brothers will be 
Raised, but this will be a fun Saturday 
morning for those who love Ritual!

Were You In DeMolay?

DeMolay of Northern California will be holding a 
special service for DeMolays who may have aged out 
but never received a majority degree.  

This very special service will take place Saturday, 
July 23rd up at the Burlingame Masonic Center.

At the same time, they’ll be honoring 10, 25, 50, 60, 
65, 70, and 75 year members with pins of 
receognition.

There’s a Dinner-Dance that evening 6 - 12 Midnight 
at the Hilton Garden Inn, San Mateo.

If you or someone you know are eligible for either of 
the above, please RSVP by July 10 to Alumni Director 
Nancy Christensen at 650-678-0820 or email to:

nancyfchristensen@gmail.com 
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 As we head into the quiet 
Masonic Summer, there’s 
already plenty to look 
forward to this Fall.  I 
know that some of our 
EAs and FCs will be 
working on their 
proficiencies, so 

September just might bring a Degree night or two.  
Plus, we’ve had a few new faces at dinner and recent 
Explorations in Masonry.  Let’s hope their interest has 
been stimulated and they’ll soon be new Brothers of 
Lodge 693.

• “Giving a voice to non-verbal children.”  These are 
kids who think and feel, but, due to injury or other 
condition, they cannot communicate.  It’s referred to 
as being in the “glass box.”  Brother Don Ryals 
has founded the “Break the Glass Box Project.”  
Amazingly, there is a computer program created for 
the iPad which allows these kids to find a “voice” - 
to communicate simply by tapping a screen.  The 
goal of Don’s project is to raise funds to purchase 
iPads for afflicted students in a Special Education 
class at Katherine Finchy Elementary School in 
Palm Springs.  Contact Don at 760-641-3587 or 
iparafly@gmail.com . 

• As a habitual web surfer, I’m always looking for 
Masonic material online.  I recently discovered 
www.freemasonnetwork.net .  It’s hosted by the 
Scottish Rite Southern Jurisdiction, but offers much 
of interest to Blue Lodge Masons, as well.  Some 
good articles, blogs, plus an online forum for 
discussion of all things Masonic!  It’s necessary to 
register to have access to all the content.

• Brother Greg Stewart in the San Fernando Valley 
runs www.freemasoninformation.com .  It’s an 
excellent blog with posts by contemporary Masonic 
commentators like Tim Bryce, PM, Fred Milliken, 
and Greg himself.  Check it frequently.  These guys 
are very good writers.  You may not always agree, 
but the posts are entertaining and you’ll always 
learn something.

• “Are You A Master Mason?” Vern Werts, Past Grand 
Master of the Grand Lodge of Oregon writes (in an

lodge life

Hello to Worshipful Jim Risk, PM who 
sent this pic of his beautiful Lodge in 

Sidney, Ohio.  Thanks, Jim!

7

article reprinted by the S.C.R.L.) “the night a man is 
raised he is not yet a Master Mason.  He has the title, 
he has the rights and privileges, but he has not yet 
mastered the set of skills that will make him a Master 
Mason.”  

Well, that sure rings true for me.  From the day of my 
Initiation one year ago this July, I focused on that 
goal of the 3rd Degree.  It should have been obvious 
that being Raised is not the destination, but the start 
of the journey.  While some Masonic values have 
been part of me since I was a teenager, others still 
elude me.  For example, sometimes on the job my 
attitude will fall short of “brotherly love.”  I’ll say 
something, then afterwards think “that was not a very 
Masonic thing to do!”

Nevertheless, I try to be mindful of Masonic values.  
Being Raised has made me more aware of my 
conduct and attitudes, but I have a long way to go.  
Maybe a few years from now, I’ll actually begin to feel 
like a Master Mason!

Next Trestleboard will be published around Sept 1st.  
Your suggestions and contributions are always 
welcome at 693Trestleboard@gmail.com.  Have a 
great Summer, my Brothers!

Nick Seneca
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