
Stated Meeting
Tuesday August 7th at 7:30PM

Dinner served from 6:00PM
Menu TBA

Freemasonry:  Friendship, personal growth, and spirituality without dogmatism

The Lodge 693 Trestleboard July/Aug 2012

from the east  
And the beat goes on at our little 
Blue Lodge.  We are loaded down 
with activity.  We are DARK through 
July and August except for our 

Stated Meetings which are held as 
usual on the 1st Tuesday of the month at 7:30pm. 
Dinner will go on as well at 6pm.    Step right 
up.......I must say that our JS and JD have done a 
fine job in the kitchen at this half-way mark.  There 
have been several surprises and, of course, always 
successes.  Thank you both for a job well-done.  
There will be no further Lodge activity during July 
because of the renovation.  

The Summer Solstice on June 21st has come and 
gone, and now our beloved Sun is slipping down 
into its destruction.  The days are becoming 
shorter until the Sun's demise on December 21st at 
which time it awakens once again and begins its 
trek toward the Summer Solstice.  Sound familiar?  
It ought to.  It's been happening from time 
immemorial and there appears to be no end in 
sight.  We are an infinite people on an infinite 
journey, and ever as the spiral grew, he traded the 
old house for the new. I want to thank each of you 
for your indulgence and perseverance in getting 
through both of our Double First Degrees.  That 
may have been beyond any length, but it was 
effective and a job very well done. 

I would also like to thank my loyal and dedicated 
Officers for the stunning 3rd Degree they put on at 
the Masonic Home on June 30th.  We received our 
Brother Brian Tremblay with flying colours.    I wish 
all of you could have seen the dedication and 
continuation of Masonry displayed by our Masonic 
Home Resident Brothers Jim Nash and John 
Abernethy, both PM's of Lodge #693.

continued on page 3
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    Masonry is not a secular society. It is a               
house of the spirit.  It has to be lived in 
the spirit as well as in its ritual forms.

           Dr. Robert Lomas
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              from the west    
 
                  “Every day is a new beginning.  Treat it that way.

Stay away from what might have been, and look at what can be”

Hello Brothers,

	 I hope everyone is well and enjoying the heat. We've had another long month in June and I'm 
sure we could keep going with degrees through July and August!

 I would like to thank all the officers who have been there for the Degrees and stepped up to 
different chairs this past month. You’ve all done an excellent job. Keep up the great work! 

 I’ve been appointed Officers’ Coach by WM Luther Wood until further notice. We will continue 
with practice on Mondays. Please keep going over your lines as this is your responsibility, so when 
we come to practice we can focus on the floor work and timing.
	
            If any new Master Masons would like to participate, and on occasion Entered Apprentices and 
Fellow Crafts, please contact one of the principal officers or me. We will see what we can do. 

 Our road trip to Covina was great! We all had a good time and it was great to put on a Third 
Degree for our Brothers up there.  Yes, we will be doing that again. It is a very nice little Lodge they 
have there, the food was wonderful and the hospitality was great. 

“May	  peace	  be	  with	  us	  as	  we	  walk	  the	  journey	  together	  “	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

Ted Parker, Senior Warden                                                                                                                                               
760-275-1943                                                                                                                                 
tedparker93@yahoo.com     
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from the south

Brethren, as we go dark for this summer, I would like to wish you all and your families a great 
summer! Finally we get to relax and enjoy the fruits of our labor. A much needed vacation. Be 
there for each other, and if you ever need me I'm a phone call away.  I would love to enjoy 
fellowship anytime. Remember when we get back, we should be recharged and ready to 
continue learning to improve ourselves as Brothers, family members, co-workers, leaders, and 
especially, as Masons. I look forward to seeing you all real soon and keeping in touch with all of  

you. I wish you all a great summer.  So Mote it Be.

David Pucksoontorn, Junior Warden
glck40boi@gmail.com

mailto:glck40boi@gmail.com
mailto:glck40boi@gmail.com
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from the east continued
Jim, at 90, did not miss a beat as SD in the second part of the 3rd Degree.  John Abernethy's Master's 
Lecture was very nearly flawless – in his late 80's.  The cafeteria at the Home is 5-Star.  It was a good day 

We are set for a start date of July 9th for the renovation of our Lodge and are currently seeking cost estimates 
for paving our parking lot.  The parking lot must be paved, otherwise we are wasting our money in the 
renovation.  Yes, we are sticking our necks out somewhat, but this money was given to us and entrusted to 
us to put it to the best and maximum use.  With these improvements, our little Blue Lodge will be ready for 
ANYONE to rent.  The Hall Association assures me that our investment will be recovered in five short years.  
Truth be known, my Brothers, we can do nothing and be broke in 7 years thereabouts, and if we do nothing, 
we will not only be broke, we will have no viable means of income.  Or we can renovate and at least have the 
chance of improving and maintaining our financial status.  

We recently requested dues payments from those members in arrears.  We remitted dues in the 
neighborhood of 18 men who have either fallen on very hard times or are ill or meet the requirements of 
Grand Lodge in their years of service and chronological age as well.  Remember, Brothers.  Our only means 
of support in the Blue Lodge is through the receipt of dues.  My Budget this year called for $18,700 income 
from dues.  After the remissions, non-payments, etc., we have received approximately $15,000 total.  $15,000 
will not pay our current bills for the year, so you see our predicament and the need to make some money 
through the Hall Association. I wish you would all attend the Hall Association Meetings.  You will be amazed 
at what our intentions are and also what our situation actually is.  We can only brush the surface in our Stated 
Meetings.  I am also available for a personal one-on-one “sit down” it you so desire.  We all need to be on the 
same page regarding these matters.  There is Light available, my Brothers.  Come and see.  

Congratulations to Brothers Michael Borders and Nick Warholic.  Michael is well on his way to being raised to 
that sublime degree while Nick is totally delighted to have been received into our stellar Fraternity.  These two 
will become true and faithful Brothers among us; it is written.  

Enough for now.  Please join me on this journey.  We have an interesting 6 months ahead of us.  You cannot 
afford to miss out.  Check us out on www.PalmSpringsMasons.org and Facebook Division VIII if you want to 
see where in the world we are and what we are up to.  I am always available through my telephone and email.  
Let's chat!

Luther Wood, Master
760-567-9724 lhw1972@gmail.com

Worshipful Master: Luther Wood
760 567 9724  lhw1972@gmail.com

Senior Warden: Ted Parker
760 245 1943  tedparker93@yahoo.com

Junior Warden: David Pucksoontorn glck40boi@gmail.com

Treasurer: David Berg
760 416 0464  kingdave39@hotmail.com

Secretary: Oscar Rodriguez
760 449 0417  osrocasusa@gmail.com

Chaplain: Jeffrey Huffman
760 450 8289  jeffreyhuffman32@yahoo.com

Senior Deacon: Imanuel Eisendle
760 409 7062  dreisendle@dc.rr.com

Junior Deacon: Kurt Handshuh
760 333 4410  kurtlends@gmail.com 

Marshall: Dan Oates
760 610 2873  doates818@aol.com

Senior Steward: Nick Seneca
323 868 5600  693Trestleboard@gmail.com 

Junior Steward: Mike Nyswonger
760 464 1498  mjn770@yahoo.com

Tyler: Dennis Williams
760 409 6225  dennisw12@hotmail.com
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Sat July 21 9:00 AM
Officers’ School of Instruction held at Oasis of Mara Lodge #735 in Twentynine Palms.  Topics include 
flag presentation, reception of Grand Lodge Officers, and Officer qualifications.  Instruction by Richard 
Davis, PM.  Light breakfast and fellowship from 8:00AM, class begins at 9:00. 

Thu July 26th 5:00PM 
Lodge 693 Hall Association Monthly Meeting Open to all Master Masons of Lodge 693.  If anyone has 
something to be brought before the Association, please contact Brother Kurt Handshuh at least 24 hours 
in advance so the item may be placed on the the agenda.  kurtlends@gmail.com or 760-333-4410.

Tue August 7th 7:30PM
Stated Meeting  Dinner served from 6:00PM, menu TBA.

Thu August 30th 5:00PM
Lodge 693 Hall Association Monthly Meeting Open to all Master Masons of Lodge 693.  If anyone has 
something to be brought before the Association, please contact Brother Kurt Handshuh at least 24 hours 
in advance so the item may be placed on the the agenda.  kurtlends@gmail.com or 760-333-4410.

Tue Sep 4th 7:30PM
Stated Meeting  Dinner served from 6:00PM, menu TBA.

july/august at our lodge 
450 s. avenida caballeros, palm springs
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 It has been an extraordinary first half of the year at Lodge 693.  We’ve had many Degrees and have 
welcomed many new Brethren.  In addition, our Lodge has continued a new tradition which began last year 
with Worshipful Cesar Rubio, PM.  That is the tradition of offering the Brethren events of Masonic interest 
beyond the Degrees and Stated Meetings.  Brother Rubio started with Explorations in Masonry which has 
continued into 2012.  
 Now, Worshipful Luther Wood, WM, has shown great creativity in providing exceptionally engaging 
events and activities for the Brothers.  Past Masters‘ Night, Youth Orders Night, and Masonic Outreach 
Services Night were terrific.  Brother Clark Trafton received his 50-year pin. Plus, Worshipful Wood has 
gotten us into a statewide Degree competition, we have provided a Saturday morning courtesy Degree for 
our Brothers at Big Bear, and just this month, we staged a 3rd Degree in Covina for the Masons in residence 
at the Masonic Home. Now, under our Master’s leadership,  Brothers David Pucksoontorn, JD, and 
Imanuel Eisendle, SD, have taken the initiative to establish a new Chapter of De Molay, to be sponsored by 
little ol’ Lodge 693.
 All this is fantastic stuff, my Brothers.  We are blessed to dwell together in unity in a Lodge with such 
creative and energetic leadership.  I can’t imagine what Worshipful Wood has up his sleeve for the 2nd half.  
He is his own tough act to follow!     - Fraternally,  Nick Seneca
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