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Stated Meeting 
Tuesday June 7th at 7:30

Just before the meeting, Brother Mark Gibson, PM 
will provide a brief presentation on the History of 
California Freemasonry and Our Public Schools.  
Plus, recognition of Geneva Davidson, a local 
student who just received a major California 

Masonic Foundation Scholarship.

Starting at 6PM, our Avenida Caballeros home will once 
again be transformed into an authentic steakhouse, when 

Chef Kurt serves up his now legendary         

                               Filet Mignon!

served with 

Cesar Salad

Baked Potato with butter, sour cream & chives

Plus veggies, beverages and a primo dessert 

It’s All You Can Eat! 

Donation $15

Masons of all degrees are always welcome for 
dinner.  Bring a friend and have him experience the 

fellowship of Masonry!

Reservations a must - no later than 12 Noon 
Sunday June 5th.  Reserve at 

kurtlends@gmail.com or 760-333-4410
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Freemasonry:  Friendship, personal growth, and spirituality without dogmatism

The Lodge 693 Trestleboard June 2011

from the east    

Greetings from the East Brethren,
 
Lodge activity slowed down a bit 
last month, but this month will be 

quite busy. On June 14th we’ll be Passing 
Bro. Dennis Williams to the Fellow Craft 
Degree. On the June 21st we will be 
Initiating Mr. Thierry Cuille . 

June 18th we’ll finally be hosting an 
Officers School of instruction. All Officers 
are expected to attend. I've mentioned this 
before but it’s worth mentioning again for 
good measure. Like the old saying 
goes, first tell them what your going to tell 
them, then tell them, and when you’re 
finished tell them again! 

We will continue to offer food for thought 
on the different aspects of Masonry at the 
next Explorations in Masonry on June 
24th. We’ll discuss the historical dates of 
the The Knights Templars, the Alumbrados 
(Illuminati) of Spain, The Jesuit Order, the 
first mention of the Rosicrucians, the 
official announcement of Freemasonry, the 
Bavarian Illuminati and the Secret Destiny 
of America.  Could all these events be 
connected? Remember also that June 
21st is the Summer Solstice. Solstice 
means “sun standing still.” And on June 
24th we have our very own feast day 
called Holy Saint John the Baptist Day.

We hope to see you there on the sidelines 
for degrees and at our further Explorations 
into our mysterious Masonic past.
 
With Peace Profound,
 
Cesar Rubio WM,PM
KHRESTUS@aol.com

mailto:kurtlends@gmail.com
mailto:kurtlends@gmail.com
mailto:KHRESTUS@aol.com
mailto:KHRESTUS@aol.com
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from the west

Dear Brethren:

I had no idea what to expect the night I was made an Entered Apprentice Mason.  My 
only brush with Masonry was with my Grandfather who was one of the noblest men on 
the planet. 

Occasionally some men would “show up out of nowhere”.  We had a blow out in Van Horn, Texas 
in the middle of the night in our new 1946 Ford.  It was during the War and rubber was hard to 
get; new tires were impossible to buy.  We had booklets of Ration Stamps.  That was the only way 
you could buy gasoline, sugar, etc.  My Grandfather disappeared for about an hour, and over the 
incline came his shadow along with three men rolling a new tire.  They put the tire on the car and 
off we drove into the night.  No money exchanged hands---only handshakes and well wishes.  

So on my night in search of further Light, I did not know about tuxedos, the Lodge layout, what to 
expect and so on.  I stayed in the foyer and did not see how the Brothers were dressed, nor did I 
speak to anyone except the Tiler, Herb Miller.  Jim Leighton took me into the Preparation Room 
and gave me some clothing and told me to undress and take off my glasses and all metals……
and I waited.   The Marshal came in and read to me……and I waited.  

The Steward knocked on the door from without, and Mark Lee came to guide me through King 
Solomon’s Temple.  Bill Sullivan was in the East.  The Worshipful Master was Richard Davis.  I tell 
you all of this  because I will remember it all of my life. I want you to know how impressed I was 
when I was brought from darkness to see the Light by which Entered Apprentices work.  I saw 
you all dressed, one in a top hat.  I was blown away. 

The principles and ritual of Masonry still blow me away.  I am still impressed with us and who we 
are.  On my 3rd Degree I became aware that if I sought further Light in Masonry that it would be up 
to me to find it.  That is the beauty of it.  There are no restrictions, no telling anyone what to do.  
There are a few well-meant suggestions, but no regimentation.  Masonry is a journey.  Journee is 
a French word:  it means “a day’s trip”, and Masonry is just that; more is revealed one day at a 
time.  

I was also made very aware that I had just acquired about 175 Brothers.  Imagine that! I, who had 
always wanted a Brother, now had 175 all at once.  

If you have not read Born in Blood or The Templar Revelation, I recommend them highly, and I 
wish you safe travels on your journey.  Masonry is what you make of it.  Make it strong, loyal, safe 
and inviting.  Peace and harmony will prevail.

Today I wear the ring my Grandfather wore, and I will pass it on to my cousin who was recently 
raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason in Yakima.  As the sun moves on its path down the 
Zodiacal trail and back on up to its zenith, so we repeat the same old familiar song, a song of the 
Ages, way beyond any recorded date.

Fraternally,
Luther Wood
Senior Warden
lhw1972@gmail.com
760-567-9724

mailto:lhw1972@gmail.com
mailto:lhw1972@gmail.com
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Tue Jun 7       Stated Meeting 7:30 PM
	             Filet Mignon Dinner served from 6:00PM
	 	 Remember, Masons of all degrees are always welcome for dinner - and bring a 
	 	 guest!	           

Tue Jun 14      2nd Degree: Dennis Williams 7:30 PM
                        Dinner served from 6:00 PM - enjoy “Master Mason Mike’s Magic Meatballs” served over 
   rice with green beans and rolls

Sat Jun 18      Officers School of Instruction 8:00 AM
                        Breakfast and Fellowship at 8:00 AM, Class at 9:00 AM. 
	 	 Subject: Third Degree, 1st and 2nd sections
                        For information, contact Richard Davis, PM at rdavis4@dc.rr.com 

Tue Jun 21      1st Degree: Thierry Cuille 7:30PM
                         Dinner served from 6:00PM - Sausage and Peppers with Pasta 

Wed Jun 22     Valley of Palm Springs Celebrates Jim Leighton, PM’s 50th Year As A Scottish Rite 
   Mason - Dinner 6:15PM (free, but please reserve at 760-567-6712). Stated Meeting open 
   to everyone about 7:30 as we congratulate Brother Jim Leighton!

Fri Jun 24        Explorations in Masonry 7:30PM
                         Cesar Rubio, WM, PM will speak on the significant dates in the histories of the Knights 
	  	  Templar, the Illuminati, the Jesuit Order, the Rosicrucians, the Freemasons, and the Secret 
	 	  Destiny of America.  Could they be related?  Quite a discussion for St. John the Baptist 
	 	  Day!  The evening concludes with open chat on anything Masonic.

Thu Jun 30      Lodge 693 Hall Association Meeting 5:00PM
                         Masons of this Lodge of all Degrees are welcome.  To bring a subject to this meeting, 
	 	  please submit it in advance to kurtlends@gmail.com or call 760-333-4410.

june at our lodge 
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Welcome to our new Officers’ Coach

     Worshipful Jim Ridley, PM has been named 
Officers’ Coach for Lodge 693.  Brother Ridley is 
affiliated with San Jacinto Lodge 338 and Hemet 
Lodge 615. His other notable affiliations include 
the Valley of San Bernardino Scottish Rite the El 
Bekal Shrine. As you can see, Jim is one active 
Mason!  We look forward to seeing him at our 
Degrees and meetings!

mailto:rdavis4@dc.rr.com
mailto:rdavis4@dc.rr.com
mailto:kurtlends@gmail.com
mailto:kurtlends@gmail.com
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from the South

As the Sun is at Meridian Height...                                                                                   

Summer is upon us, and the year is flying 
by. I hope everyone is ready for the warm 
weather.

Well, I’ve recently been to the JW and SW 
retreats and picked up a lot of new information, 
as well as the direction of the Grand Lodge and 
the California Masons.  The main focus is on 
education -  not just in our schools, but the 
education of the brethren in all aspects of 
Masonry from management of the Lodge and 
Hall Association to the deeper history of 
Masonry. There is something for everyone and 
we usually put on the fixin’s during our Masonic 
education classes

The opportunity is there for everyone to take 
advantage and enjoy some really good 
fellowship with your brethren.  

One of my main goals this year and into the 
next will be to put together a retreat program 
for our Lodge and District officers. I believe in 
doing so we’ll be able to gather knowledge, 
share ideas and start making that “profound” 
difference in our communities.

I hope everyone can make it to the Degrees we 
have coming up. It would be great to see 
everyone there. This is where we can start to 
make that profound difference with the new 
candidates.  By participating in these degrees 
you’ll let them know we’re all in this together.

I look forward to seeing you all in Lodge once 
again 

“May Peace be with us as we walk through 
this, our journey together” 

Ted Parker, JW                                                                                                                                  
tedparker93@yahoo.com                                                                                                                        
760-275-1943                                                                                                     

  Congratulations to Brother Mike Nyswonger, who was 
raised to the Sublime Degree of Master 
Mason on May 24th.

Brother Mike had been a Fellowcraft for 
quite some time. Like so many of us, 
family responsibilities came first and 
prevented him from moving forward as 

quickly as he’d have liked.  A nudge from his wife and a 
chance meeting with Brother Karam Dawi encouraged 
him to get back to Lodge.  

Mike was “overwhelmed” (in a good way!) by his raising.  
He described it as an awesome experience and was very 
aware and appreciative of the effort and memorization his 
Brothers put into this Degree.  He looks forward to 
“learning as much as possible and gaining Masonic 
Light.”

Great to have you as a Master Mason, Brother Mike - and 
thank you for all your hard work keeping the Brethren well 
fed!

mailto:tedparker93@yahoo.com
mailto:tedparker93@yahoo.com
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from the hall association
Greetings Brethren:
 
 As the newly 
installed President I 
am happy to report 
our Hall Association 
has been very busy 
this Masonic year.  
The Hall Association 
is now 100% 
compliant with all reporting due to Grand 
Lodge and all Government agencies.  I’d like to 
acknowledge and thank Brother Luther Wood 
who has spent an enormous amount of his 
personal time working to make this a reality.
 
Recently the Association has voted in Brother 
Dave Berg as Treasurer and Brother Kurt 
Handshuh as Secretary.  I as well want to 
express my many thanks for their hard work.  
These two Officers have put everything in order 
so we can move forward with our goal to have 
the Blue Lodge ADA compliant as soon as 
possible.   This is important for two reasons. 
1: it’s the Law. 2: once the work is completed 
we can go out into the community and market 
our hall creating a viable income source.
 
So far for 2011 the hall has been rented to hold 
a piano sale.  Also, the hall has been rented out 
as a facility to hold a Medical Screening.  This 
in addition to our current church and Masonic 
tenants. There are many other possibilities.  We 
meet on the last Thursday of every month 
starting at 5:00pm. Masons of all degrees are 
welcome. 

Fraternally,

Joseph O. DiPuzo, President
Lodge 693 Hall Association     

Jim Leighton, PM - 50 Years as a Scottish Rite 
Mason

Please join our Scottish Rite Brethren in 
celebration of Brother Leighton’s 50th year in the 
Scottish Rite.  Jim joined the Scottish Rite in Los 
Angeles in 1961.  He served as Venerable Master 
of the Valley of Palm Springs in 2006 and was 
honored with the 33rd Degree the following year.

Join your Brothers Wednesday, June 22 at Lodge 
for the Scottish Rite Stated Meeting at 7:30.  
Dinner served at 6:15PM and is free to all.  
Reservations required at 760-567-6712.  After a 
brief business meeting, the Stated Meeting will be 
open to everyone, including families and friends 
as our Brother Jim Leighton is honored as a 50 
Year Scottish Rite Mason.  Congratulations, Jim!

Rainbow Girls Are Back

The International Order of the Rainbow for Girls 
has re-opened an assembly in Coachella.  The 
order prepares the girls of today to be the 
leaders of tomorrow.

The new Coachella Desert Flower #273 
Assembly currently has one girl.  They need our 
help!  Rainbow welcomes girls between the ages 
of 11 and 20.  Masonic affiliation is not required.

If you know an interested girl, here is contact 
info:

Gretchen Redewill, Mother Advisor
760-406-1637 RoyalRedLadyBug@aol.com

Ray and Beverly Sherman
760-342-3360 rcsherman@aol.com

Find out more at www.GoCARainbow.org 

Palm Springs Masonic Center
450 S. Avenida Caballeros
Palm Springs, CA  92262

Editor: Nick Seneca
693Trestleboard@gmail.com

323-868-5600
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Palm Springs Lodge 693 Officers 2011

  Worshipful Master – Cesar Rubio KHRESTUS@AOL.COM   760-902-3160

  Senior Warden - Luther Wood lhw1972@gmail.com  760-567-9724

  Junior Warden – Ted Parker tedparker93@yahoo.com  760-275-1943

  Secretary – Oscar Rodriguez osrocasusa@gmail.com 760-449-0147

  Treasurer – Antonio Santillan antonio@adamsfinancial.net 760-699-8111

  Senior Deacon – Jun Lejarde lejarde@ymail.com  760-670-5390

  Junior Deacon – Ken Cooper klcooper13@yahoo.com  760-449-8333

  Senior Steward – Immanuel Eisendle  dreisendle@dc.rr.com  760-409-7062

  Junior Steward – Kurt Handshuh  kurtlends@gmail.com  760-333-4410

  Tiler – Dennis Trosper 760-660-2642     

  Marshall – Rob Lang         lange001@ymail.com  760-419-2272

  Chaplain – Steve Keller  steve@doctorkeller.com  760-831-4563

  Inspector - Richard Davis, PM rdavis4@dc.rr.com  760-219-7083
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Please consider getting the Trestleboard 
in your e-mail!

	 If you receive the Lodge 693 Trestleboard via the US Postal Service and you have an e-
mail address, please consider receiving the Trestleboard via e-mail instead.  Why?

• You’ll get it earlier

• You’ll receive up-to-the-minute notices of Lodge events scheduled between monthly 
publications

• You’ll reduce the Lodge’s paper, ink, and postage costs

To switch your Postal Service subscription to an efficient e-mail subscription, just drop a line to 
693Trestleboard@Gmail.com . (Note: printed copies will always be available at the Lodge 693 
building.)

mailto:KHRESTUS@AOL.COM
mailto:KHRESTUS@AOL.COM
mailto:lhw1972@gmail.com
mailto:lhw1972@gmail.com
mailto:tedparker93@yahoo.com
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mailto:lejarde@ymail.com
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