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"Just as there is a vital spark in man that defies 
definition or description, so is there in 
Freemasonry a divine flame—a vital, living force 
that transcends all descriptions. 

Charles Clyde Hunt
Fellow of the Philalethes Society

The Lodge 693 Trestleboard

from the East    

Greetings from the East,
 
We had a very busy February and it 
does not look like we will be slowing 
down in March. This is always good. I 

know that there are many Lodges that wish 
they had this amount of activity!  

This month we will offer Explorations in 
Masonic Astronomy on March 11 and March 
25. These classes will be split into two parts. 
The first will be dedicated to helping members 
who need help with their proficiencies in order 
to advance to the next degree. The members 
will be divided according to their next Degree 
and will be helped by a Master Mason of the 
Lodge. 

In the second part of the March 11 class, we’ll 
explore the Twelve Theories of Masonic 
Origins which should prove very interesting. 
On March 25, the Exploration will focus on 
Astronomical Aspects of the First Degree 
which will be an eye opener for us Speculative 
Masons. 

These nights are aimed at helping newer 
members advance through their Masonic path 
with greater understanding of just how deep 
Masonry goes. Some of these Theories have 
been around from the beginning of the Order’s 
public coming out party on June 24, 1717.   
Some of what we focus on has been put forth 
by eminent minds like Thomas Paine and the 
Chevalier Ramsey. 

Everything we talk about during these 
explorations is done with belief that as 
Speculative Masons, we should speculate on 
everything under the SUN to help us better 
understand the world around us. The ultimate 
objective: understanding ourselves and how 
we fit into this vast machinery put together by 
the Great Architect of the Universe. Hope to 
see you all there, Brothers.

Fraternally,

Cesar Rubio, Worshipful Master
KHRESTUS@aol.com

Stated Meeting 
March 1st at 7:30

           Dinner served from 6PM  $15 Donation for                
                               Filet Mignon

Perfectly cooked and served with salad, 
mashed potatoes, veggies, bread, 

dessert and beverages. And...as always, 
It’s All You Can Eat!

Masons of all degrees are always welcome for 
dinner.  Bring a friend and have him experience 

the fellowship of Masonry!

Reservations are essential with Chef Kurt Handshuh:

kurtlends@gmail.com  or 760-333-4410

Mar 1st Stated Meeting Agenda
Get a sneak preview at

“From The Secretary’s Table” on Page 2
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Freemasonry:  Friendship, personal growth, and spirituality without dogmatism
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s from the West
Brethren, it is with great sadness that I 
announce the passing of our true and 
faithful Brother, Herb Miller.  He was the 
kindest man to me when I was initiated 

into the Fraternity; his dress was 
impeccable, his taste remarkable 
and his manner exemplary.  The 

w o r l d is a little less bright because he is not in it.  
We have lost a true friend, but we have not lost his 
memory.  And so I say “Farewell, and may the Great 
Architect receive you well, my Brother”.   

I do not have much to say this month, Brothers, 
except that I wish you well and safety in your travels.  
If you have not yet considered purchasing the books 
Stellar Theology and Masonic Astronomy by 
Robert Hewitt Brown or Royal Secret by I. Edward 
Clark you might consider it now.  Our classes are 
moving in that direction, and without these books 
you will find yourself lacking in some very important 
information. I generally buy my books used through 
Amazon.com.  Funny enough, they usually come 
brand new at a considerably reduced price.  Try it, 
you might like it.

I also would like to express my best wishes for 
continued improvement in health to our true and 
faithful Brother, Stephan Toomer in Canada.  He is 
currently undergoing chemotherapy and is getting 
better day by day.  His is a very bright spot in our 
Lodge and he is missed more than I can say in this 
allotted space.  Please keep Brother Steve, his 
lovely wife Sylvia and also Brother Evilsizor in your 
thoughts and meditations.  Brother Evilsizor has had 
a very rough go of it this past year; but here he is at 
Lodge once again trudging our happy road to 
destiny.  We wish you well, Brother Jim.  

Fraternally,
Luther Wood
Senior Warden
lhw1972@gmail.com
760-567-9724

from the Secretary’s table
At the March 1st Stated Meeting:

Providing there is a positive return on the 
Investigating Committee for Mr. Roger Culbertson 
(application for degrees) and Wor. Bro. Walter 
Murby (application to affiliate), there will be a 
ballot for their respective applications.

We will also be reading an application for degrees 
from Mr. Thierry Cuille, who has resided in the 
desert for 4 years.

I’m happy to report that we will also be reading a 
request for re-instatement to membership from 
Sean Hurley, who had requested to demit to 
handle some personal issues about 3 years ago.  

Lastly, Brother Stan Adams is requesting to demit 
to Coachella Lodge.  

Both of these items will be under new business 
and will require the consent of the lodge.  If there 
are any questions or concerns, please address 
this privately with the Master prior to the Stated 
Meeting on March 1st.

If anyone knows of a Brother or his wife that is in 
need as Masonic assistance, please do not 
hesitate to give them my cell phone number listed 
below.

I’ll see you in Lodge!

Fraternally & Sincerely,
Jeff

Jeffrey M. Bayer, P.M.
Secretary
760.238.0163-Direct

Seen on the hood of the Shrine van at this 
year’s Date Festival Parade.  Thanks, Brothers 
for reminding the public of this often 
overlooked fact!       (Photo by Don Ryals)

   
   Crack!
   and he pounces
   upon the ball,
   his hands flying
   above the grass,
   flinging his prey
   on its way
   across the diamond
   into a double-play.

 From Shortstop by Charles Ghigna ©
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 “Behold,  how good and how pleasant it is for 
brethren to dwell together in unity!”
	 	 	 	 	 Psalm 133
 

Tue Mar 1st  Stated Meeting 7:30 PM
	            Filet Mignon Dinner served from 6:00PM
                       Reservations with Kurt Handshuh:
                       760-333-4410 or kurtlends@gmail.com
	 	
	 	 Remember, Masons of all degrees are 
	 	 always welcome for dinner - and bring a 
	 	 guest!	           

Fri Mar 11th  Explorations in Masonry  6:30 PM
                       W.M. Cesar Rubio offers a fascinating talk
                       on “12 Theories of the Origins of Masonry”
                                              plus
                       Are you an Entered Apprentice or Fellow 
	 	 Craft who needs help with the cipher?  
	 	 Brothers will be available to help you this 
	 	 evening.

Fri Mar 25th  Explorations in Masonry - 6:30 PM
                       W.M. Cesar Rubio leads a discussion of 
  “Astronomical Aspects of the 1st Degree” 
    plus
	             Once again, help with the Cipher for 
	 	 Entered Apprentices and Fellow Crafts.

NOTE:  No Degrees are scheduled as of this printing.   
If March Degrees are scheduled later, Brethren will be 
notified by e-mail.

lodge life
February was brimming with opportunities for 
our Brethren to practice the Craft of Masonry. 

• On the 20th, we offered a farewell to our 
much-loved Brother 
Herb Miller, who has 
moved on to that 
Blissful Lodge which 
remains open through 
the endless ages of 
eternity.  The Masonic 
memorial service was 
officiated by Jeffrey 

Bayer, Secy. and Luther Wood, SW.  
Herb’s family and friends were present, with 
recollections offered by his son, Norm and 
daughter, Ellen.  Brother Dave Berg 
provided particularly moving words about 
his friendship with Herb and his loss of his 
best friend.

• Earlier in the month, those who love 
Masonry and its Rituals enjoyed a rare 

opportunity to experience 
Masonry as it is practiced in 
England, when Brother Ian 
Midgley led a fascinating re-
creation of the Fellowcraft 
Degree, UK 
style.  He also 

spoke about many areas 
of British Masonry. While 
much was familiar to us, 
there were significant 
differences.  Did you 
realize, for example, that an Entered 
Apprentice in The United Kingdom is a full 
member of a Lodge, allowed to attend and 
vote in Stated Meetings?  

Thank you, Ian, for creating this evening.             
It’s this kind of rare “Exploration in 
Masonry” that contributes enormously to 
making ours an exceptional Lodge.

• It’s a joy to have our Canadian Brethren 
joining us at Lodge 693.  Welcome to 
Brother Ron Bothwell, who comes all the 
way from St. Francis Lodge #24 in Smiths 
Falls, Ontario (just outside of Ottawa). Back 
are Bill McGill and Michael Landsfried of 
British Colombia and Ken Noyce from 
Alberta, all of whom have made us their 
winter Masonic home.

continued on page 5

march at our lodge 
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As the Sun is at Meridian Height...                                                                                   

...and the food is on the table, once again 
Brothers Kurt and Mike are bringing justice to 
the dining room. We had a re-enactment of an 
English 2nd Degree last month and we all 
enjoyed the English style dinner they cooked 

up for us. Please make sure you thank them for the 
wonderful job they are doing in the kitchen.

This month we will be installing the new hood for 
the kitchen; that should help clear the smoke for a 
brighter future for us and make everyone happy. We 
will also be picking up some tablecloths and other 
accessories to help dress up the dining room.

From The Temple Board                                                                                                                          

We have set forth plans and a list of priorities 
regarding tasks to accomplish around the Lodge. 
We’ll be working on high priority items this month 
such as repairing tile at the dining room entrance, 
the hood vent, and adding a wheelchair ramp to the 
building’s front entrance.  We’ll also work on the 
emergency exit door in the Lodge room as well as 
the egress door in the preparation room (it needs to 
open out into the entry area.) We will also be 
addressing the bathrooms and how to best improve 
them. 

Thank you very much                                                                                                                                     

I would like to thank everyone for all the hard work 
they are putting in on the Degree work for the 
candidates we’ve been initiating, passing and 
raising. It’s evident in compliments we receive from 
visiting brethren from around the world. It really 
makes the night when it all comes together.

“May Peace be with us as we walk through this, our 
journey together” 

Ted Parker, JW                                                                                                                                  
tedparker93@yahoo.com                                                                                                                        
760-275-1943                                                                                                     

Help for Masons and Their Families

Relief, one of the principal tenets of Freemasonry, 
comes in many forms - from helping a Mason in 
financial need or one who is ill or lonely to assisting a 
Mason's widow or orphan.

Masonic Family Outreach services are available to 
those dealing with job loss, divorce, foreclosure, 
raising a special needs child and other serious life 
challenges.  

For the elderly, Masonic Senior Outreach helps 
those dealing with the challenges of aging.  

If you, or a Masonic family you know, need our 
support, contact Masonic Assistance at 
masonicassistance@mhcuc.org or call 888-466-3642

I Love A Parade!

Our Craft got some nice exposure in February at the 
Date Festival Parade in Indio.  Brother Don Ryals 
wrangled prime viewing real estate for the banner.
It reads: “Freemasonry: Your Grandfather Knew the 
Meaning of These.”

Lodge 693 Degree Progress

Entered Apprentices: 
Dennis Williams, Jerry Mitchell, Mark Hunter

Fellow Crafts:
Dave Mathews, Mike Nyswonger

mailto:tedparker93@yahoo.com
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• You’ll recall signing the get well card for 
Brother Edward Leao recently. Ed lives 
across the street from our Lodge and has 
been a Mason since 2005. Don Ryals paid 

              
Edward a visit and reports that he “sends his 
deepest appreciation to all and says the card 
and gesture of concern has really touched him.”  
Ed has been struggling with health issues since 
last summer and is due for another procedure 
at Desert Regional this month. Our thoughts are 
with him, and we look forward to seeing Ed 
back in Lodge real soon!

• Here’s another message from Brother Don 
Ryals:  “Roger Neal is home from the 
hospital now and improving daily.  His get well 
card, signed by everyone who was at the Feb 
stated meeting, was delivered to him in his 
hospital room at JFK Memorial. The boost of 
encouragement was greatly appreciated and 
he sends heart felt appreciation to each and 
every brother and hopes to see us all soon.”  
Jeff Bayer says Roger is a “walking, talking 
miracle...driving around a little, visiting people 
when he can.”

• Greetings to Worshipful Franklin Lee, the 
Assistant Grand Lecturer who attended our 
February Stated Meeting.

• Welcome back to Luther Wood, Senior 
Warden, who is again sitting capably in the 
West with a fresh, relaxed demeanor after a 
week beach-bummin’ in Zihuatanejo, Mexico.

• Your opinions, thoughts, stories, recollections, 
plaudits to a Brother...you name it...are always 
welcome in your Trestleboard.  Contact me at 
the e-mail or phone to the right. What’s on 
your mind, Brother?

  Nick Seneca, Editor

  Lodge 693 Trestleboard

Palm Springs Masonic Center
450 S. Avenida Caballeros
Palm Springs, CA  92262

Editor: Nick Seneca
693Trestleboard@gmail.com

323-868-5600
www.psmasoniclodge.com 

Another candidate has knocked at the door of Lodge 
693.  Brother Mark Hunter of La Quinta has taken the 

first steps on his Masonic journey. 
Following his Initiation, Mark 
described the experience as 
“momentous.”  “I was moved,” said 
Mark, “and I’m looking forward to the 
future.”  Brother Hunter’s grandfather 
first joined our fraternity in Northern 

Ireland. As a child, Mark had the 
opportunity to observe him as an active Mason 
committed to charity in his community.  Like many of 
us, Mark’s decision to 
seek Masonic Light didn’t 
occur for many years, but 
he finally said “now’s the 
time!” 

Great to have you with us, Brother Hunter, and we 
sincerely hope that Masonry will shine as a bright light 
in your life!

Welcome Brother Mark Hunter
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