
Freemasonry:  Friendship, personal growth, and spirituality without dogmatism

The Lodge 693 Trestleboard March 2013

from the east  
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Stated Meeting
Tuesday March 5th at 7:30PM

continued on page 3

Masons gettin’ together and talkin’ business.  
This Meeting will include and Official Visit by our 

District Inspector, Jim Ridley, PM.

Open to Masons of all Degrees!

I answered a questionnaire in the Leader last 
month and received a communication from 
Laura Normand, a writer for Grand Lodge.  
She is producing an article on our Educational 
prowess/Explorations in Masonry, for the March 
issue.  Please be on the lookout; maybe this will 
inspire you to attend Cesar's and David's 
classes.  

Not much going on at 693; good or bad, we 
have been very quiet.  The renovation has 
taken its toll on me as I am sure it has on you. It 
is not buttoned up yet, nor does it look like it will 
be this year.  It is what it is, and I've had yet one 
more lesson in letting go and accepting what 
has come down.  Am I happy about it?  No.  
Meanwhile, we keep on keepin' on and thass' 
that.  I missed the 1st Degree for our newest 
Brother,  Sean Rayshel.  Now you know I had 
to be sick to miss that, but I am on the mend 
and trying to get better.  

At least it seems our old friend, Sol, is moving 
on back up to Spring with a promise of brighter 
days ahead.  I hope all of you have been well.  
The Seasons roll along inexorably with their 
steady pace, marking time since time 
immemorial.  With all our cares, woes and 
worries, the Universe just keeps on singing as it 
has done for eons.  Winter has been a time for 
reflection and re-evalution for me.  I have a new  
perspective, especially toward Freemasonry, 
and I think it may be the healthiest I have felt, at 
least mentally, for a long, long time.  I have 
stopped worrying about you; you either want 
this thing or you don't.  Me?  I am going to keep 
right on doing what I've always done, and you 
can come along or not.  That is your 
prerogative.  

Statewide Acclaim for Lodge 693’s 
Masonic Education

     The article referenced in the opening of the Master’s 
message to the right, has arrived in the March issue of 
the Grand Lodge of California’s monthly publication 
The Leader. Past Master Cesar Rubio is quoted at 
length talking about our Lodge’s Masonic Education 
program.

     It’s a great accolade to our Lodge and Worshipful 
Rubio that’ll be read with interest by Masons statewide.

     If you didn’t receive it in your e-mail, I’ll be sending a 
link to the article in the near future.  Watch for it. It’s 
great stuff!



2

th
e 

lo
dg

e 
69

3 
tre

st
le

bo
ar

d 
m

ar
ch

 6
01

3 
an

no
 lu

cis

from the south   

    
Greetings Brethren from the South.  The Month of February brought us a nice Sweethearts 
Night with a fabulous Dinner prepared by 
our caterer Chef Bill Burkhead. It was a 
harmonious evening, which we prepare 
especially for the Ladies to ensure our 
sweethearts know they’re part of the 
fraternal family. This evening is also for 
the widows of our deceased brethren.  

We want them to know they’re not 
forgotten after having accompanied their 
husbands so many years in Freemasonry and 
relinquishing their time together so their husbands 
could attend Lodge. I would like to express our 
THANK YOU to all the Ladies for such a great 
attitude and for their help with which they make a 
wonderful contribution to our Fraternity.

I had the honor of serving as Worshipful Master 
pro tem on February 19th, 2013 for the Initiation of Brother Sean Rayshel. Congratulations, Brother 

Rayshel, on becoming an Entered Apprentice Mason. We 
had a wonderful, peaceful and harmonious opening, 
obligating, and closing of the Lodge. Thank you Brethren 
for your attendance (40). I also thank all the officers for 
their great performances of floor-work and Ritual. I gave 
the Lecture and Brother Keller gave the Charge. Thank 
you Brother Keller, for stepping in as Chaplain for that 
evening. Also thank you for stepping in as Junior Warden, 
Worshipful Thomas Johnson, WM from Oasis of Mara 
Lodge #735 in Twentynine Palms. Unfortunately, our 
Worshipful Master Luther Wood could not be present 
because of a bad cold. I hope everything is fine again and 
you are well.

At this point I would like to remind everybody of Tolerance 
and Brotherly Love. We Freemasons have been taught in 
our Lecture to regard the whole human species as one 
family: the high and the low, the rich and the poor.  All have 
been created by one almighty parent and are inhabitants of 
the same planet.  We are to aid, support, and protect each 
other. On this principle Masonry unites men of every 
country, sect and opinion.  It causes true friendship to 
exist among those who otherwise have remained at a 
perpetual distance.

from the south continued on page 4
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I will try one last stab, however, at “you do not know what you're missing”.  I think one of the biggest 
problems in Freemasonry is that attendance is not mandatory.  There is no sense of urgency.  
Everything else comes first.  That's life, I guess, but my sense of Fraternity, community and 
obligation are deeply imbedded and I don't suffer from the need to choose whether to come or not.  I 
made the commitment long ago, and I stick to it.  If I'm not at Lodge, there will be a very good 
reason.

The March Stated Meeting will be important insofar as our Inspector, Worshipful Jim Ridley, will be 
making his Official Visit.  We will receive him with honors in accordance with the specifications set 
down by the Grand Lodge of California.  Please come and support him if you can.  He is a great 
friend to us.  The rest of March will be fairly quiet unless something unexpected pops up.   Speaking 
of our Inspector, there are 2 Golden Veteran Awards and 1 55 year pin planned this year.  I will keep 
you in the loop regarding these activities. 

We had a disturbance in our Lodge at the last Degree on February 19  and I have taken care of the 
situation.  I suggest that each of you review the statutes contained in our California Masonic Code 
regarding the right and absolute necessity of a Candidate being obligated on his own Holy Book.  
The Holy Bible, given to us by God himself, will always remain on our Altar, but an obligation by the 
Candidate on any book other than his own Holy Book is considered invalid and not binding.  You can 
refer to Article 402.060 of the CMC.  It is very explicit, and we were in 100% compliance with our 
Code.  The Candidate's Holy Book is approved by the Grand Lodge of California. 

I intended to have a Ribbon Cutting ceremony officiating the re-opening of our Lodge in January or 
February at latest, but now it is on hold until the Lodge is completed and everything back in its place.  
The purpose of the Ribbon Cutting Ceremony is for the “WOW” effect.  We don't have it yet.  I am 
inviting the Mayor, Superintendent of Schools, prospective renters, the Chamber of Commerce and 
others.  Finger foods will be served, and hopefully our Hall Association will receive some viable 
renters as a result. I will keep you posted on this very important Event.   

DeMolay is progressing right along.  Our Brother, David Pucksoontorn, has been tireless in his 
efforts.  His enthusiasm has caught hold of at least four young men now.  They had their first “lock 
down” Friday, February 22nd.  I understand it went well; a good time was had by all, and they passed 
the night in safety under Brother David's mentorship.  

That's it for now.  Be well.  Be good to one another, and I will see you on the path.

Fraternally and sincerely,

luther Wood
Master
Palm Springs Lodge 693 
lhw1972@gmail.com  760-567-9724
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from the south continued from page 2

Brotherly Love is one of the supreme values without which life is lonely, unhappy, and ugly. This is not a 
hope or dream, but a fact. Freemasonry builds on that fact and provides opportunity for us to have such 
fellowship.  We are encouraged to understand and to practice it, and to make it one of the laws of our 
existence: one of our Principal Tenets not only lived within the Fraternity, but towards all mankind.   

With Brotherly Love                                                                                                                                                            
Your Junior Warden                                                                                                                                       
Imanuel Eisendle                                                                                                                                                  
760-409-7062       dreisendle@dc.rr.com     
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Worshipful Master: Luther Wood
760 567 9724  lhw1972@gmail.com

Senior Warden: Ted Parker
760 245 1943  tedparker93@yahoo.com

Junior Warden: Imanuel Eisendle
760 409 7062  dreisendle@dc.rr.com

Treasurer: Dan Oates  Doates818@aol.com

Secretary: Oscar Rodriguez
760 449 0417  osrocasusa@gmail.com

Chaplain: Kurt Handshuh
760-333-4410 kurtlends@gmail.com

Senior Deacon: Don Ryals
760-641-3587 iparafly@gmail.com

Junior Deacon: Dan Woodman
palaceglass.dw@gmail.com

Marshall: Don Shore
ds32nd@aol.com

Senior Steward: Alan Franks
dssar2003@aol.com

Junior Steward: Nathan Romero
thenathanromero1@yahoo.com

Tyler: DennisTrosper 760 343 2129

Lodge 693 2013 Officers

Lodge 693 welcomed our newest Entered Apprentice in February.  Congratulations to 
Brother Sean Rayshel.  Over the past several years, Sean has been fascinated by 
fraternalism in general and Masonry in particular. We’re told that he has quite a collection of 
vintage Masonic regalia.  With luck, we’ll have a show and tell one of these days.  Great to 
have you among us, Sean, and may you have a meaningful, joyous Masonic journey!
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march at our lodge 
450 s. avenida caballeros, palm springs

Tue March 5th 7:30PM
Stated Meeting - Official visit by Inspector Jim Ridley, PM.  

Friday March 8th 6:00PM
Explorations in Masonry for MASONS ONLY
Past Master Cesar Rubio invites Masons of all Degrees for instruction on Masonic etiquette, setting up the 
Lodge, Masonic education and proficiency work.  Light refreshments served from 6:00PM 

Friday March 22nd 6:00PM
Explorations in Masonry for MASONS ONLY
Past Master Cesar Rubio invites Masons of all Degrees for instruction on Masonic etiquette, setting up the 
Lodge, Masonic education and proficiency work.  Light refreshments served from 6:00PM

Thu March 28th 5:00PM 
Lodge 693 Hall Association Monthly Meeting  Open to all Master Masons of Lodge 693.  If anyone has 
something to be brought before the Association, please contact Brother Kurt Handshuh at least 24 hours 
in advance so the item may be placed on the the agenda.  kurtlends@gmail.com or 760-333-4410.

Friday March 29th 6:30PM
Explorations in Masonry OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Past Master Cesar Rubio will speak on “The Sumerian Empire and its Possible Links to Freemasonry.”  
Free and open to the public, so bring a friend.  Light refreshments served from 6:00PM.

The above Lodge 693 Calendar is accurate as of this Trestleboard’s publication date.  Additions and 
other changes will be announced via e-mail, www.PalmSpringsMasons.org , Twitter @Lodge693 and 
Facebook
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Worshipful Master Luther Wood passes this along:

My Credo by Albert Einstein

Strange is our situation here upon earth.
Each of us comes for a short visit,

not knowing why, yet sometimes seeming to divine a purpose.
From the standpoint of daily life, however,

there is one thing we know:

That Man is here for the sake of other Men...
Above all, for those upon whose smile and well-being our own happiness depends,

and also for the countless unknown souls with whose fate
we are connected with a bond of sympathy.

Many times a day I realize how much
my own outer and inner life is built upon the labors of my fellow men, 

both living and dead, and how earnestly I must exert myself
in order to give in return as much as I have received.

Nick Seneca, Trestleboard Editor
Palm Springs Masonic Center
450 S. Avenida Caballeros
Palm Springs, CA  92262


