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Stated Meeting 
May 3rd at 7:30

          Dinner served from 6PM  $15 Donation for                
                               Filet Mignon

Perfectly cooked and served with salad, mashed 
potatoes, veggies, bread, dessert and beverages. 

And...as always, 

It’s All You Can Eat!

Masons of all degrees are always welcome for 
dinner.  Bring a friend and have him experience 

the fellowship of Masonry!
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Freemasonry:  Friendship, personal growth, and spirituality without dogmatism

The Lodge 693 Trestleboard May 2011

“Being persuaded that a just application of the principles on 
which the Masonic Fraternity is founded must be to promote 
private virtue and public prosperity, I shall always be happy to 
advance the interests of the Society, and to be considered by 

them as a deserving brother.”

	 	 	 	 	 George Washington,  
	 	 	 	 	 U.S. President 1789 - 1797 Life Line Screening at Lodge 693

Thursday June 2nd

Some of us see our doctors regularly, 
others not.  This is an opportunity for 
everyone to have important health 
screenings conveniently.

Life Line Screening will be offering these 
screenings at the Lodge.  It’s open to the 
public, but Lodge members can reserve 
their times early by acting now.

• “6 For Life Health Assessment” - 
measures risk for 6 chronic diseases: $79

• Lipid panel, glucose and CRP Blood Test: 
$99

• PSA Prostate Cancer Screening: $45

• TSH Underactive Thyroid Screening $45

The folks at Life Line Can explain the 
specifics of these tests. To ask questions 
and to schedule your time:

1-888-653-6441

www.lifelinescreening.com/community-
partners

Thanks to Brothers Ted Parker and Kurt 
Handshuh for their help in arranging this!

http://www.lifelinescreening.com/community-partners
http://www.lifelinescreening.com/community-partners
http://www.lifelinescreening.com/community-partners
http://www.lifelinescreening.com/community-partners
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Officers’ School of Instruction

	 District Inspector Richard Davis, PM leads 
the OSI classes at various Lodges in our region.  

 These classes are required of Lodge Officers.  
They’re also open to all Master Masons with 
aspirations of holding office in the future.  It’s a 
great way to become acquainted with Lodge 
operations, the details of Degree work and more.

	 OSI classes are held monthly on Saturday 
mornings at rotating Lodges.  Fellowship begins at 
8AM, class starts at 9AM sharp.

 This month’s OSI will be on May 21st at 
Oasis of Mara Lodge 735 in Twentynine Palms. 
(There is usually a car pool leaving from Lodge 693).  
This month’s topics:

Duties of the Senior Deacon, Junior Deacon and 
Tyler

	 Have questions?  Your contact is Brother 
Richard Davis at rdavis4@dc.rr.com or 760-219-7083

from the Secretary’s desk

Many of you have, at one time or another, asked 
me for an application for a candidate, a copy of 
the Officers’ Monitor, or other publications you 
might think I have exclusive access to.  This 
article is being written to explain to you how you 
can access almost anything you need from the 
Grand Lodge website a/k/a the Member Center.

Registering with the Member Center is easy.  
You’ll need your member number, which is printed 
on the mailing label of your Freemason magazine 
you.  Your Member Number is directly above your 
name on the label.

Go to www.freemason.org.  Directly adjacent to 
the sign in boxes (fields) is a button that reads; 
“register now”.  Click on that button and it will 
redirect you to the area that allows you to create 
your account.  Input your member number in the 
field provided, your birthday and your zip code.  
You will then be redirected to another page that 
will allow you to create your username and 
password to access the Member Center.
Once you’ve created your account you can login 
to the Member Center.  

You’ll find tabs for Forms, Publications and other 
useful tools.  Under the forms tab you’ll find blank
applications for degrees and for affiliation.  You can download those forms and save them on your 
computer.  Remember, on the Application for degrees, we are now charging a $200 application fee.  Once 
you add that to the column you can add up all the other fees required by Grand Lodge.  The total fee for 
Application for Degrees is $279.  

With the Application for Affiliation, the Lodge is now charging $75 for affiliation fees, add in the
Grand Lodge requirements and put your total at the bottom of the form.  Out of state applicants are charged 
by Grand Lodge for processing, but California members to affiliate are only charged for Palm Springs Lodge 
fees.  Incomplete applications will be returned to the applicant, and no application can be read without 
having a check or money order attached to the application.

At the Member Center, you’ll also find digital records of the proceedings for the last 9 Annual 
Communications, the Grand Master’s itinerary and many other resources.  

If you need help getting set up, please do not hesitate to call me at the number below.

Finally, if you have not yet paid your dues, please do so as soon as possible.  The Member Retention 
committee will be contacting those who have not yet paid their dues.  If you require assistance, speaking 
with the member retention committee member you have on the phone is the same as speaking directly with 
me, since I’m still Chairman of the committee.

Your Lodge is growing!  It would be nice to see you there!   If you need a ride, call me and I’ll see if I can get 
you set up. Heck, we’ll even slow down when we get close to your home!

Until then, I look forward to seeing more and more sideliners in Lodge!

Jeffrey M. Bayer, PM, Secretary  760-238-0163   jeff@jeffryebayer.net

mailto:rdavis4@dc.rr.com
mailto:rdavis4@dc.rr.com
http://www.freemason.org/
http://www.freemason.org/


3

Tue May 3     Stated Meeting 7:30 PM
	            Filet Mignon Dinner served from 6:00PM
	 	 Remember, Masons of all degrees are 
	 	 always welcome for dinner - and bring a 
	 	 guest!	           

Tue May 24    3rd Degree Mike Nyswonger 7:30 PM
                        Dinner served from 6PM (TBA)

Thu May 26   Hall Association Monthly Mtg. 5:00PM
                       Open to all Master Masons of our Lodge.  
	 	 Those who are not Board Members and 
	 	 would like to submit a topic for discussion, 
	 	 please contact Kurt Handshuh in advance: 
	 	 760-333-4410  kurtlends@gmail.com 

Fri May 27     Explorations in Masonry 6:30PM
                        Cesar Rubio, WM presents such topics as    
	 	 Astronomy as it relates to Masonry, Origins 
	 	 of the Craft and more.  Open discussion of 
	 	 all things Masonic follows!

lodge life

Even though April at 
Lodge 693 may have 
appeared quiet - no 
degrees were conferred 
- there are good things 
to report:

Jeffrey Bayer, PM and 
Secretary tells us that 
our Lodge has delivered 
a check for $1000 to Las 
Palmitas Elementry School in Thermal to help 
underwrite their annual field trip to Sea World in 
San Diego.  The school Principal was most 
grateful.  The entire 1st grade, over 90 kids, will be 
able to make this thrilling trip which they otherwise 
couldn’t have done!  Masonry has a tradition of 
support for public education - and with this gift,  
the tradition continues!

Congratulations to Brother Joseph diPuzo on his 
election as President of the Lodge 693 Hall 

Association.  Joseph’s 
commercial real estate 
expertise makes him a 
perfect fit for this very 
important role at Lodge 
693.  Welcome, as well, 
to new Hall Association 
members  Brothers 
Oscar Rodriguez who 
will fill the role of 
Secretary,  
Antonio Santillan, and 
John Snow.  We’re 

grateful for your contributions to the the growth of 
our Lodge!

If you’re not on Twitter yet (I’m not either), this may 
nudge you into action.  The Grand Lodge is now 
“tweeting.”  Twitter address is @MasonsOfCalif for 
videos, photos, and “buzz” about our Fraternity!

Thanks to Jeff Bayer for his contribution to this 
month’s Trestleboard.  Remember, Brothers, it’s 
your Trestleboard and your opinions and articles 
are encouraged! 693Trestleboard@gmail.com

Fraternally,    Nick Seneca

may at our lodge 
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Please consider getting the Trestleboard 
in your e-mail!

	 If you receive the Lodge 693 Trestleboard via 
the US Postal Service and you have an e-mail 
address, please consider receiving the 
Trestleboard via e-mail instead.  Why?

• You’ll get it earlier

• You’ll receive up-to-the-minute notices of Lodge 
events scheduled between monthly publications

• You’ll reduce the Lodge’s paper, ink, and postage 
costs

To switch your Postal Service subscription to an 
efficient e-mail subscription, just drop a line to 
693Trestleboard@Gmail.com . (Note: printed copies 
will always be available at the Lodge 693 building.)
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s The Morgan Affair - Still Much To Learn

    Ready for a road trip to acquire Masonic Light?  The 11th Annual California Masonic Symposium will explore 
The Morgan Affair - the fact and fiction surrounding the event, the public outcry that nearly wiped out Masonry in 
this country, and how the fraternity changed in the aftermath.

    It happens Saturday June 25th from 9AM til 3PM at the Pasadena Scottish Rite Center.  One of the presenters 
will be Mark A Tabbert, Director of Collections at the George Washington Masonic National Memorial.

    It’s free, open to all Masons and even the public.  You must register in advance, and the form is available at
https://www.freemason.org/newsEvents/article.htm?id=10262  

    More info at 415-292-9111

Worldwide Exemplification of Freemasonry - Have You Heard of It?

    It’s a series of lectures from some of today’s gifted minds in Freemasonry.  Most are presented as 
videos you can watch online at no cost.  Subjects include:  “The Foundation of the Premier Grand 
Lodge in 1717,” “The Old Charges Revisited,” “The Royal Secret in the US Before and 1801,” and “The 
Revival of a Patriotic Order: Knights Templar in England and New York.”  These are not documentaries, 
but lectures, and can be rather dry, to be honest.  Nevertheless, if you love Masonic history and 
esoterica, you’ll learn much from these videos.  Set aside an hour or so and pick one!  They’re at
www.weofm.org .

Masonic Center for Youth and Families 
now open

Our center was created to answer a growing need 
in today's fraternal family: help for youth who 

struggle with behavioral or mental health issues.

Your child is eligible for services if he or 
she is:

• age 4 to 17
• related to a California Master Mason
• struggling with behavioral, academic, 

emotional, or social difficulties

Learn more at www.mycaf.org or call
877-488-6293

mailto:693Trestleboard@Gmail.com
mailto:693Trestleboard@Gmail.com
https://www.freemason.org/newsEvents/article.htm?id=10262
https://www.freemason.org/newsEvents/article.htm?id=10262
http://www.weofm.org
http://www.weofm.org
http://www.mycaf.org
http://www.mycaf.org

