
Stated Meeting
Tuesday June 5th at 7:30PM

Important Vote!

Master Masons of our Lodge will vote 
on Lodge 693’s proposed sponsorship 

of a new DeMolay Chapter.  It’s an 
important vote, please attend!

Filet Mignon Dinner served from 6:00PM
Donation $15 with reservation, 

$20 at the door without reservation.
kurtlends@gmail.com

760-333-4410

Freemasonry:  Friendship, personal growth, and spirituality without dogmatism

The Lodge 693 Trestleboard May 2012

from the east      

I wish all of you could have 
experienced what we experienced 
during the month of April.  Brother 
SW Ted Parker and I traveled to 
the San Jacinto Lodge to support 
Worshipful Jim Ridley.  We 

attended the Stated Meeting Dinner, and WOW!!  
What a crowd!  The crowd included about 20 
women: Rainbow Girls, Jobs Daughters, mothers 
and wives.  We were also treated to a tremendous 
talk by Marianna Vinson, Assistant Superintendent 
of Educational Services for San Jacinto Unified 
School District.  This was a prelude to the 
attendance of Brothers Pucksoontorn, Parker, 
Eisendle and myself at the San Jacinto “kick-off” 
ceremony for the Grand Master's Project, Raising a 
Reader.  The ceremony and presentations were 
breathtaking.  We were treated to a performance 
by the kindergarten classes (3), which included 
singing the National Anthem and several moments 
involving finger signing, and hand-waving, and big 
toothy grins and enthusiasm.  If enthusiasm truly 
means “God within”, he was showing off that 
morning, because those children were illuminated 
by that which is within all of us.  Truly, my Brothers, 
the morning would bring tears to anyone's eyes.  
And the payoff was the presentation of a $66,000 
check to the school by our Grand Lodge JW, Russ 
Charvonian.  Also in attendance was Franklin Lee, 
our AGL, and several others, too many to mention.  
Scholarships in the amount of $7000 each were 
awarded to five students, three of which were 
present for the occasion. Pride seems a very small 
word for the feeling we experienced in being 
Masons.

We had a busy month at home:  two degrees, lots 
of meetings, proficiencies and the like.  May will be 
no different other than we have bumped it up a 
notch.  We will have 3 Degrees and MOST 
IMPORTANT, our Masonic Outreach Services  
Event on May 15th.  

continued on page 5
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Men at work
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              from the west    
 
                  “Every day is a new beginning.  Treat it that way.

Stay away from what might have been, and look at what can be”

Hello my Brothers - hope all is well 

It seems that a lot of you missed out on a great 3rd Degree for Brother Bernard Shannon 
and might I say that I'm a little disappointed. I'm sure everyone not there had a good excuse. 
Remember your 3rd Degree when you were brought from darkness and were surrounded by brothers? 
Oh, what a feeling that was to see all of them with the love and friendship that they had for you.

But it's ok we have plenty of more Degrees coming up this year for everyone to attend and I look 
forward to seeing you there.

We do have a very busy schedule this year and it will most likely just as busy next year. We will join 
the competition again next year because we have a pretty darn good team and we are only getting 
better. Participation is the key.

I hope everyone can make it to the Masonic Outreach Services meeting May 15th at 7:00.  It is very 
important and good to know your benefits. It can only help, gentlemen, so I hope to see you there.

I would like to thank Junior Warden David Pucksoontorn and Senior Deacon Imanuel Eisendle for 
taking up the youth orders and moving forward with them. They can always use more help so please 
talk to either one of them, if you would like to volunteer and become part of something great and very 
meaningful.

The Hall Association always has something going on. If you would like to be a part of that group talk to 
our Junior Deacon Kurt Handshuh.

I encourage everyone to take part in one of the many things that we do as Masons. It’s a very 
rewarding experience. 

As always, I look forward to seeing each and everyone of you at our meetings and Degrees. If you 
would like to participate, just ask.     

“May	  peace	  be	  with	  us	  as	  we	  walk	  the	  journey	  together	  “	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

Ted Parker, Senior Warden                                                                                                                                               
760-275-1943                                                                                                                                 
tedparker93@yahoo.com     
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from the south

Greetings brothers of the Mystic Tie. Summer is about to start, and we are half way done with 
this great Masonic year. I hope it has been a great year so far for you, as it has for me. You 
Brothers have taught me so much and I have grown a whole lot because of your guidance. 
Each month has been a great Msasonic journey, and I am pleased to say that I am that much 
more a just and upright Mason, and as such, I have become a better man.
      

At the Masters’/Wardens’ retreat the three principal Officers, along with the Senior Deacon were 
pondering how we could improve our Lodge.  Three categories came up: membership retention, 
Masonic education, and beyond the Lodge. The four of us felt that Masonic education was our strong 
point. We also felt that our membership wasn't much of a problem, so we decided to go with beyond the 
Lodge. We felt that beyond the Lodge could help membership retention, as well. So what could we do 
beyond the Lodge that could help the Lodge be more successful and prominent? 
After seeing our last Rainbow Girls, and Job's Daughters presentation, I came up 
with the idea of starting our own DeMolay chapter. We already had two local 
female youth organizations but none for boys. With a DeMolay chapter, we 
could teach the boys leadership, charity, and compassion.  They’d learn how  
to build a bond with their international fraternal brothers throughout life. 
They’d build confidence in themselves to become the best leaders in this 
community and whithersoever they might travel. These are our future leaders. 
With a DeMolay chapter, membership in our Lodge would grow as parents 
would want to get involved with what their kids are doing. As the DeMolays 
got older they themselves would join our ancient and honorable fraternity. We plan to reach out to our 
community and get recognized, doing more charity work. Brother Imanuel Eisendle and I have decided 
to take on the challenge. As we grow, we will help the Rainbow Girls and Job's Daughters grow as well.   
Coachella Lodge and our Lodge will grow, making this Masonic family bigger and bigger, and being 
recognized in a positive light.
     
I’m asking all to come out and show your support for the Fraternity and show your support for the kids of  
our future.  Vote at the June 1st Stated Meeting, and make this dream come true. Our target date is to 
get our first group in before summer break of school, so kids would have an extra-curricular activity 
while school’s out.  It’s funny how this Lodge keeps changing for the better, and so quickly! It can only 
get better from here! Have you seen the latest Freemason Magazine? We were so excited that day at 
the Masters’/Wardens’ retreat that we started telling everybody what we were going to do! Lo and 
behold in the latest Freemason Magazine issue, the topic was Masonic youth orders.  Events to make 
this happen have been just falling in our laps.  The Great Architect of the Universe works in mysterious 
ways.  So Mote It Be.

David Pucksoontorn, Junior Warden
glck40boi@gmail.com
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Tue May 1st 7:30PM
Stated Meeting

Sat May 5th 10:00AM
3rd Degree for Robert Evans, a Brother of Big Bear Lodge.  Lodge 693 is honored to have this special 
Saturday morning to confer a 3rd Degree on a Brother of a nearby Lodge.  Masons of all Lodges 
encouraged to attend!

Tue May 8th 7:30PM
2nd Degree for Brother Nathan Romero 

Sat May 12th 9:00AM
Degree Competition at Upland/Mt. Baldy Lodge #419  The Lodge Officers will compete for the crown 
of excellence in Degree performance.  They’ve been working hard at it and take a lot of pride in their 
ability to stage a great Degree.  Now, they’ll be put to the test.

Tue May 15th at 7:00PM
Masonic Outreach Services Night at Lodge 693  There are many benefits available to Masons in good 
standing and their families.  Representatives of Masonic Outreach Services will be present to tell us more.
Also speaking, Brother John Cover Spear of the Grand Lodge of California.  Open to Masons of all 
Degrees, their families and friends.  Light refreshments served from 6:00PM.

Sat May 19th at 9:00AM
Officers’ School of Instruction at Yucca Valley Lodge #802 Topic: ”2nd Degree, Gavel to Gavel.”  
Presented by Inspector Richard Davis, PM.  Light breakfast and fellowship from 8:00, class begins 
promptly at 9:00.  Open to Master Masons and Fellow Crafts.

Tue May 22nd at 7:30PM
3rd Degree for Brother Dan Woodman  Dinner served from 6:00PM.  Menu TBA.

Fri May 25th at 6:30PM
Explorations in Masonry  Presented by Worshipful Cesar Rubio.  Topic TBA.  Free and open to the 
public.

Tue May 29th at 7:30PM
2nd Degree for Brother Alexander Heimann  Dinner served from 6:00PM.  Menu TBA 

may 2012 calendar continued on page 6
 

may at our lodge 
450 s. avenida caballeros, palm springs
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from the east continued

Masonic Outreach Services Covina will be represented by Manager Quyn Tran and her assistant Sabrina 
Montes. Brother John Cover Spear will kick off the evening with a presentation of the importance of 
maintaining our dues.  His presentation is incredible.  YOU MUST NOT MISS THIS EVENING.  YOU MUST 
BRING YOUR FAMILIES SO THAT THEY WILL UNDERSTAND WHAT IS AVAILABLE TO THEM IF 
ANYTHING SHOULD HAPPEN TO YOU.  You must also understand what is available to you, my Brothers, if 
you should fall on hard times or need assistance in your twilight years.  This is a very important event, and I 
have invited all Lodges in our area to attend as well.  We are fortunate to have the Masonic Home in Covina.  
There is only one other, and that is in San Francisco.  We will serve finger foods and refreshment prior to the 
Event starting at about 6pm and the Event will commence at 7pm. Please come and represent our little Blue 
Lodge.  Attendance as of late has been erratic at best.  There is also a cornerstone ceremony in Murrieta on 
May 25th if anyone is interested in attending.  Just let me know.

I would like to leave you with something that my wife pointed out to me many years ago.  I think it describes 
me in a fairly accurate way.  I would like all of us to experience the good life to the fullest together, but in the 
final analysis, we are alone except for divine assistance vouchsafed us through the medium of prayer, are we 
not? 

IT COULDN'T BE DONE

Somebody said that it couldn't be done,
But he with a chuckle replied

That “maybe it couldn't”, but he would be one
Who wouldn't say so till he'd tried.

So he buckled right in with the trace of a grin 
On his face.  If he worried he hid it.

He started to sing as he tackled the thing
That couldn't be done and he did it.

Somebody scoffed:  “Oh, you'll never do that:
At least no one ever has done it”;

But he took off his coat and he took off his hat, 
And the first thing we knew he'd begun it.
With a lift of his chin, and a bit of a grin, 

Without any doubting or quiddit,
He started to sing as he tackled the thing 

That couldn't be done, and he did it.

There are thousands to tell you it cannot be done,
There are thousands to prophesy failure:

There are thousands to point out to you one by one,
The dangers that wait to assail you,
But just buckle in with a big of a grin,
Just take off your coat and go to it”:

Just start in to sing as you tackle the thing
That “cannot be done”, and you'll do it.

Luther Wood, Master
760-567-9724 lhw1972@gmail.com
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 may 2012 calendar continued

Wed May 31st at 5:00PM
Lodge 693 Hall Association Monthly Meeting Open to all Master Masons of Lodge 693.  If anyone has 
something to be brought before the Association, please contact Brother Kurt Handshuh at least 24 hours 
in advance so the item may be placed on the the agenda.  kurtlends@gmail.com or 760-333-4410.

Wed May 31st at 6:00PM 
Lodge 693 Officers’ Monthly Meeting
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Youth Orders Night at Lodge 693

     On March 13, Lodge 693 welcomed 
Coachella Bethel 155 of Job’s Daughters
as well as members of Rainbow Girls 
from Coachella and San Jacinto.  Marvin 
DeLeon of DeMolay was also a guest.

    The Lodge was treated to examples of 
Ritual performed by these two youth 
groups, as well as a stunning singing 
performance by one of the Rainbow 
Girls.

    Thanks very much to Jennifer Amaya, 
Bethel Guardian of Job’s Daughters and 
Beverly Sherman of Rainbow Girls for 
their help in arranging the visit.

    Pictured are Job’s Daughters (above 
right) and the Rainbow Girls (below right) 
being welcomed by Luther Wood, 
Worshipful Master of Lodge 693

mailto:kurtlends@gmail.com
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                      Operation Literacy

The Operation Literacy Event, part of the Grand Master of California’s Project will take place 
Tuesday June 20th at 7:00PM at the San Bernardino Scottish Rite, 4400 Varsity Avenue.  
Keynote speaker will be Dr. Gabrielle Miller, Executive Director of Raising a Reader.  Light 
refreshments served from 6:00PM.  If you’d like to attend, please register with Worshipful 
Jim Ridley at 951-329-8854.  For more information, visit: www.Division8Masons.com.
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Worshipful Master: Luther Wood
760 567 9724  lhw1972@gmail.com

Senior Warden: Ted Parker
760 245 1943  tedparker93@yahoo.com

Junior Warden: David Pucksoontorn glck40boi@gmail.com

Treasurer: David Berg
760 416 0464  kingdave39@hotmail.com

Secretary: Oscar Rodriguez
760 449 0417  osrocasusa@gmail.com

Chaplain: Jeffrey Huffman
760 450 8289  jeffreyhuffman32@yahoo.com

Senior Deacon: Imanuel Eisendle
760 409 7062  dreisendle@dc.rr.com

Junior Deacon: Kurt Handshuh
760 333 4410  kurtlends@gmail.com 

Marshall: Dan Oates
760 616 2873  doates818@aol.com

Senior Steward: Nick Seneca
323 868 5600  693Trestleboard@gmail.com 

Junior Steward: Mike Nyswonger
760 464 1498  mjn770@yahoo.com

Tyler: Dennis Williams
760 409 6225  dennisw12@hotmail.com

Inspector: Richard Davis, PM
760 219 7083  rdavis4@dc.rr.com

Lodge 693 2012 Officers

milestones.....

Congratulations to Brethren moving forward on their Masonic Journey during April 2012:

Brother Alexander Heimann was Initiated an Entered Apprentice Mason on April 17th

Brother Bernard Shannon was Raised to Master Mason on April 24th

Also noteworthy, Brother Dennis Williams was voted in as Lodge 693 Tiler at the May 1st Stated 
Meeting.  Brother Dennis Trosper, previous Tiler, is recovering from an illness.
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