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from the east
Brethren and Friends of Lodge 693,

Our Lodge has been a "buzz" of activity. Vibrant, would be the 
best description!

As Master of our Lodge, to me this relates to endless 
possibilities and opportunities for both membership growth and 
further community involvement.

Which brings me to April 9th, a day that really tugged at my 
heart and reminded me of our Fraternal Brotherhood. I traveled 
to Destiny Lodge #856 in Covina, with Illustrious Brother 
Joseph O. DiPuzo, 33*. We represented Palm Springs Lodge 
#693 and The Valley of Palm Springs Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, to 
celebrate the life of our Brother, Ill. Lloyd E. Gray, 33* at The Masonic Home. It was a moving 
afternoon. I had the pleasure of meeting and speaking with his widow Lois, a wonderful woman, 
and confirmed with her the support and brotherly love of all the members of Palm Springs Lodge 
#693.

We also met with Worshipful John Abernethy, PM of Palm Springs Lodge #693, who sends 
his Fraternal Greetings to all the brethren of his beloved Lodge #693.

Left: Lois Gray

Right: Ill. Joseph DiPuzo
and Worshipful John 
Abernethy, PM.
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Also, while I'm on the topic, from our line of Officers for this Masonic Year, Brothers Arman 
Ordian, Jr. Warden, Oscar Rodriguez, Secretary, and I, have all been certified to perform 
Masonic funerals.

On a lighter note, since the beginning of the year, I have been working on raising our profile on 
social media. Each day we are moving closer in this goal of realizing a fluid, comprehensive 
and interactive tool for our membership. Soon you will notice these changes and updates to 
our web site, along with the official Facebook page for Palm Springs Masonic Lodge 693. We 
are also working on a mobile app for directions to our Lodge. If you'd like to pay your dues on 
line, it's coming! 

We have an exceptionally strong focus on Officers training. The Officers and I have spent 
many hours together training. Each week with our Officers’ Coach, Worshipful Imanuel 
Eisendle, PM we are kicking our Ritual into high gear! I commend all my Officers on their hard 
work and dedication to the Brethren of Lodge #693, and the desire to make our Lodge 
outstanding! The timing is great, as we will be Initiating Mr. Cecil Brissette on Saturday, May 
23rd at Destiny Lodge #856 in Covina.

In closing, I am pleased and proud to inform you that our Lodge, in conjunction with Altura 
Credit Union will be sponsoring a "Student of the Month" program at the high school level, 
culmininating with a Palm Springs Unified School District-wide Grand Prize Scholarship winner. 
Details to follow.

Now to the fun! Masons4Mitts is full steam ahead! Our team is 
"The Arroyo Seco Hilltoppers. I will be a Co-Captain with The 
Masters of Rosemead Lodge #457 David Bezner and Burbank 
Lodge #406 Jhairo Echerarria.  Thank you for the donations of 
$20 to Brother Bill Roose (He bought 2 Mitts for $40.!). Also 
purchasing mitts are Brothers Robert Jacob, Jr. Deacon, Dan 
Oates, Treasurer, David Mariner, Sr. Steward and Wor. 
Imanuel Eisendle PM. You can donate too. My goal is 100% 
Officer participation. We’ll turn in the first donations at The Masters and Wardens Retreat in 
Irvine. So please jump in and make your donation of $20 per mitt for an underpriviliged youth! 
You can find us at www.masons4mitts.org  I look forward to seeing as many Brethren as 
possible at "Masons Night" at Dodger Stadium on August 31st. Join my son Kip and me and 
see the Dodgers vs the Giants. Tickets are only $25.00.

Remember Tuesday Night is "Lodge Night!”  Thank you!

Fraternally,

Kurt Handshuh
Worshipful Master

from the east continued

http://www.masons4mitts.org/
http://www.masons4mitts.org/
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the brothers’ corner

By Brother Michael Sekera

My Brothers, 

Have you ever wondered how those outside Masonry 
perceive us? There are those who make derogatory 
comments due to misinformation and an unwillingness to 
think for themselves. There are also, however, perceptive 
people who look at how we act toward ourselves and toward 
the world at large and like what they see. My wife, Abeer has 
observed Blue Lodge, Scottish Rite, York Rite and Shrine 
activities for many years. 

In a recent conversation, she characterized her impression of 
us by the term “community” and compared us to civic and 
congregational types of communities. I thought that was right 
on the mark. I’ve thought about who we are for a long time and never came up with the term, but 
it makes sense. Referring back to our earliest lectures, we are informed how our common 
Masonic beliefs and background allow us to form friendships no matter where we encounter each 
other or what our individual backgrounds may be. 

We are then reminded of our duty to aid, support and protect one another, as well as our duty 
owed to our deity, our nation, and our neighbors. These are instructions that can apply to any 
community of people. That wife, Abeer, who is unaware of these instructions, was able to see this 
shows not only how perceptive she is, but especially that we Masons are doing a pretty good job 
of acting as we should. We are a community. 

Soon, we will hold an Entered Apprentice Degree for a new man, a stranger to us now, but in 
time, a man who may become a good friend and Brother. When introduced to the Craft, our new 
friend and Brother will be given the Charge, in which he will be instructed in the three great duties 
we, as Masons, are charged to inculcate. Do you know what they are? If you don’t remember, 
come out to the Degree for a reminder. Do you remember the lessons from “Progressive Steps in 
Masonry” in the beginning of your Masonic Bible? 

I especially find guidance in the following section, and I’ll paraphrase here: “Though Masonry 
neither usurps … religion, prayer is an essential part of our ceremonies. It is the aspiration of the 
soul toward … the One Supreme Deity, most feebly … characterized as an “ARCHITECT..”  There 
is a lot more there, but the three degrees of Masonry are reviewed in this introduction to the 

continued on page 5



may at 
our lodge 

450 s. avenida caballeros, palm springs

Tue May 5th 7:30PM: May Stated Meeting Dinner served from 6:00PM. Installation of new Officers

Tue May 12th 6:00PM: 1st Degree PRACTICE

Thurs May 21st 7:00 PM Officers’ School of Instruction at Yucca Valley Lodge #802. Class will 
be on the 2nd Degree, 1st section.

Saturday May 23rd 10:00 AM: 1st Degree for Mr. Cecil Brissette at Destiny Lodge #856 in Covina.

Wed May 27th 7:30PM: Valley of Palm Springs Scottish Rite Dinner served from 6:30PM

Above is the Lodge 693 Calendar as of publication date. Any additional Degrees or other activity will 
be announced by e-mail, at www.PalmSpringsMasons.org , on Twitter @Lodge693 and on Facebook 
(Palm Springs Masonic Lodge #693)
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Masonic Bible. Every man’s Masonic journey holds some communality, however, the journey 
itself is unique to every man. Think about that for a moment, and ponder how your life’s journey 
through the fraternity is progressing. A study of the Masonic Ritual may prompt you to seek more 
Light, and may lead you to new treasures in life by continually working on the rough ashlar that 
you are, and, “… with time, patience, and application, you may gather, … additional treasures .”

Let’s hope that we all do, and when it is all over, and we are gathered into the bosom of the 
earth, let us know that as our loved ones look back on our lives that it will not be a life of regret, 
but a life well lived. Take comfort in the fact that as we rise into the heavens, alone, that our 
unique relationship with the Supreme Grand Architect, will have been solid, and that we had in 
fact become the Perfect Ashlar. A man can hope for this to be true, at least. Let us look back at 
those three great duties we were charged to inculcate in the 1st Degree Charge, as we rise to 
our eternal place at his right hand, and rest in the knowledge that our trestle board was always 
well planned, and we lived the three great duties. 

Whether we see you at Lodge or not depends on you. I am real proud of the work that we are 
doing in Lodge, and I am surrounded by outstanding Brethren. Remember that you were first 
made a Mason in your own heart, and if you are willing to dedicate or rededicate yourself to the 
Craft, and do the work, you will reap the rewards from our Grand Architect. May He bless and 
keep you all.

Have a great month. 

Sincerely & Fraternally
Michael J. Sekera

the brothers’ corner continued

Michael Sekera is a Brother of Lodge 693, San Jacinto/Hemet Lodge 338 and Temecula/Catalina 
Lodge 524. “The Brothers’ Corner” is open to written contributions from all Masons on any subject of 
Masonic interest. If you’d like to submit an article or just some thoughts, email to 
693Trestleboard@gmail.com .

mailto:693Trestleboard@gmail.com
mailto:693Trestleboard@gmail.com
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2015%Lodge%693%Officers

Worshipful+Master+0+Kurt+Handshuh+kurtlends@gmail.com
Senior+Warden+0+David+Pucksoontorn+glck40boi@gmail.com

Junior+Warden+0+Arman+Ordian+aordian@verizon.net
Treasurer+0+Dan+Oates+0+doates818@aol.com+

Secretary+0+Oscar+Rodriguez+0+osrocasusa@gmail.com+
Chaplain+0+Mark+Steiger+marksteiger777@gmail.com

Senior+Deacon+0+(vacant)
Junior+Deacon+(appointed)+0+Robert+Jacob+0+revbobpaul@aol.com

Marshal0+Ben+Manniere+benj@dc.rr.com
Senior+Steward+0+Victor+DeSanSs

Junior+Steward+0+Randal+Viscovich+rviscovich@msn.com
Tiler+0+Dave+Berg+0+kingdave39@hotmail.com+

Officers’+Coach+0+Imanuel+Eisendle,+PM+i.eisendle@gmail.com+

Lodge 693 Brother Don Shore, who now 
lives in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico, dropped 
by Ave Caballeros on a recent visit. Here’s 
Don with Brothers Imanuel Eisendle PM, 
and Robert Jacob.

As many Brothers are aware, Lodge 693 maintains a 
Youth Fund. A portion of that fund was put to excellent 
use, as the Lodge has donated $5000 to the Valley of 
Palm Springs Scottish Rite Childhood Language and 
Learning Center in Palm Desert. At the April Scottish Rite 
Dinner, Kurt Handshuh, WM, surprised Jens Petersen, 
PVM and President of the Board of Directors of the 
Center with the donation.

mailto:glck40boi@gmail.com
mailto:glck40boi@gmail.com
mailto:doates818@aol.com
mailto:doates818@aol.com
mailto:osrocasusa@gmail.com
mailto:osrocasusa@gmail.com
mailto:kingdave39@hotmail.com
mailto:kingdave39@hotmail.com


Masons Night at Dodger Stadium

Bringing baseball to California 
kids one mitt at a time
Join Grand Master Russ Charvonia and the LA Dodgers 
Foundation as we celebrate the 2015 Masons4Mitts 
campaign at Masons Night!

TUESDAY, AUGUST 31 we will present a check to the LA Dodgers Foundation at home plate in Dodger 

Stadium in Los Angeles. Gather your lodge members, family, and friends as we mark the end of the 2015 

Masons4Mitts campaign and celebrate being”the guys who give mitts to kids”!

Return your completed form and check to: 
California Masonic Foundation
ATTN: Masons4Mitts
1111 California Street
San Francisco, CA 94108

For more information about Masons4Mitts, visit masons4mitts.org or contact Joshua Castro, 
philanthropy coordinator, at (415) 292-9139 or jcastro@freemason.org.

Orders received after May 15 cannot be guaranteed. If 
you are concerned that your order will not be received by 
the deadline, you may scan and email your order form to  
jcastro@freemason.org and mail the check separately.

Checks should be made payable to Masons4Mitts with 
“Masons Night tickets” in the memo line.

Lodge Name:  Lodge No: 

Contact Person:  Mailing Address: 

City, State, Zip:  Phone Number:  Email: 

Number of Tickets:    Total Cost ($25 x number of tickets): 



 
 
 
 
 

 

Saturday, May 16, 2015 
3 p.m.–9 p.m. (PT) 

At the Palm Springs Masonic Center 
We will be watching a Live Show from the 

Washington DC, Scottish Rite 
 

EVERYBODY’S WELCOME!!! 
 

THE SHOW WILL FEATURE 
 

Video footage from the House of the Temple 
Masonic scholars, leaders, and celebrities  

18 Winners from our “Scottish Rite Has Talent Contest” 
Content featuring local Valleys and their members 

 

PURPOSE OF CELEBRAITING THE CRAFT 
 

To support the Rebuilding the Temple Campaign and Our own  
Childhood Language and Learning Center. 

 

To unite Brethren across the Southern Jurisdiction, highlight their vast talents and              
accomplishments, and to celebrate our membership and how this Fraternity has  

enriched their lives 
 

Hot Dogs, Hamburgers, Soft Drinks - Bring your Family 
 
 

For Reservation Call:   
Shane DaCosta 32° Venerable Master at 

760-409-1206 


