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Stated Meeting
Tuesday November 5th at 7:30PM

continued on page 3

Election of 2014 Lodge Officers!
Be there, it’s important.

Along his way the sun-god goes,
Unmindful where the path may lead,
While from his breast the life-blood flows.
The clouds around him gather now,
The crown of light fades from his brow,
And soon, advancing 'mid the night,
The Archer on his pallid steed,
With bended bow, appears in sight.
November, bolder than the rest,
Hides not behind the gloomy west;
But, striding right across the path,
Defies the god and scorns his wrath;
And, raising high his frowning crest,
These haughty words to him addressed:
“September and October, both,
You have escaped and still survive;
But I have sworn a deadly oath,
By me you cannot pass alive.
That which I promise I perform,
For I am he who, 'mid the storm,
Rides on the pallid horse of death.”                                
…..........cont'd

Brothers one and all, we are nearing the end of 
my term, and the pace has increased at Lodge 
693.  We had four Second Degrees in the month 
of October, and they were fantastic.  The 
Officers were especially great in their Ritual and 
stepped up to the plate and delivered.  The 
Candidates are excited; they are on a path to 
Light, and it is a joy to watch them growing into 
our Craft.  November 5th is Election Night and 
there is a familiar busy-ness in the air at Lodge.  
Come and investigate; you won't be sorry.   

There is an area of concern that I would like to 
address, however, and it regards Lodge 
etiquette.  Officers performing their Ritual do not 
need kibitzing or prompting from the sidelines.  

Three Fellow Crafts hangin’ with the Master and keeping 
the Brethren well-fed! (L to R) Brother Salvador Sevilla,
Luther Wood, WM, Brother Matthew Casarez, and 
Brother Nathan Kazmer.  (photo courtesy of Bro.Ted 
Parker)
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Hello my brothers,

Here we are in with November upon us. The weather’s changing with a slight chill in the air. 
Our energy levels are high as we have four new FC's and they are working on their next 
step to becoming a Master Mason.

These new and young brothers have been working hard in our Lodge, cooking and cleaning, interacting 
with all the brethren and gaining knowledge on their new path.
We should take a lesson from them and as a reminder of the days when we to were in their shoes and 
wanting to learn more of the craft. I encourage each one of us to engage these young brothers to help 
brighten their paths on their continuing journey.

Officers, please brush up on your memorization in all our Degrees so when we are at practice we can work 
on our floor work to help keep things moving efficiently, as I know time is valuable to each of us.

Remember that our building is open for rent so please help the Hall Association and Lodge in the rental 
ideas and Holiday parties if anyone is looking for a place to host theirs.

Last, let’s make the end of this year Great with our efforts and kindness to all we meet in and out of the 
Lodge.

Ted Parker, Senior Warden
760-275-1943

from the west 

Brother Brian Berg paid Lodge 693 a visit from 
his home Nevada Lodge #13 in Nevada City, 
California.

Showing more than a hint of family resemblance, 
here’s Brian alongside his granddad, our very own 
Tiler, Brother Dave Berg.
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This leads to confusion and interruption of thought.  Nor should there be a lot of chatter while the 
Degree is going on.  This is common etiquette that we would give anyone anywhere in any 
organization, but especially in the little Blue Lodge where “Light” has been established between the 
Altar and the East.  Please adhere to this policy.  Your presence is very much appreciated; you are a 
huge part of the evening, and I thank you for your attendance.  

November 12th is a special evening devoted to Past Masters.  We will start off with a dinner of Tri-Tip 
et al at 6pm.  Past Masters will eat for FREE, and all others will pay a nominal fee of $10/plate.   
Please come and support the evening.  Our Brother, PM Cesar Rubio is hosting the evening, and 
we are looking forward to a great night.  Ruben Leija will be our Candidate.  On the following 
Tuesday, November 19th, Steve Sanchez will be raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason.  You 
don't want to miss this one either.  All should be fairly quiet after the 19th in preparation for 
Thanksgiving.

I would like to remind you that the Lodge is ready to rent.  All the conditions have been met; we are 
ADA compliant and can accommodate those in wheelchairs, etc.  We need your support and effort in 
getting on our feet financially.  Please talk it up and spread the news so that we can fill our 
vacancies.  The Hall Association is currently soliciting renters but cannot do it all alone.  It takes a 
Brotherhood to accomplish what we intend to accomplish.  Kurt Handshuh, our Hall Association 
President, welcomes your call:  760-333-4410.

I would like to congratulate Matthew Casarez on being passed to the Degree of Fellow Craft and 
encourage him, Salvador, Nathan and Shahram to buckle down and seek the sublime Degree of 
Master Mason as soon as possible.  I also want to thank my Officers for stepping up to the plate at 
Matthew's Degree.  One was very ill, and the others filled in his place with ease and expertise.  It is 
not easy to reassign both the SD and the JW in one fell swoop.  Congratulations to you all.  Last 
minute switches are difficult sometimes; fortunately, we at Lodge 693, are particularly multifaceted 
concerning Ritual.  We are able to step in at a moment's notice.  

Fraternally and sincerely,

luther Wood
Master
lhw1972@gmail.com
760-567-9724

from the east continued from page 1
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Lodge 693 presented some 50-Year pins in 
October.  Among the recipients was 
James W. Keller, Sr. (front row, dark suit 
with blue tie).

He’s the dad or our very own Brother 
Steve Keller.

Photo courtesy of Brother Don Ryals

mailto:lhw1972@gmail.com
mailto:lhw1972@gmail.com
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Greetings Brethren:

From October 4 thru 6th, I had the opportunity for the fourth time to take part in the Annual 
Communication of the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of California in San Francisco. It 
was an outstanding event, from the Opening of the Grand Lodge to the Installation of the Grand 
Lodge Officers.  Fourteen hundred Masons from California, other States and other countries 
participated.

Attending from our Lodge were Worshipful Master Luther Wood,  Brother Ted Parker, SW and me as 
Junior Warden accompanied by my wife Ulli. I thank the Lodge members that I was able to attend this 
Annual Communication. I’m pleased to let you know that our SD Don Ryals, his wife Lailah, Worshipful 
Cesar Rubio, PM and Brother David Mathews were there at their own expense. Thank you, Brethren, for 
your efforts to participate with us at the Grand Lodge.

In telling you this, I encourage every 
Brother to think about attending the next 
Annual Communication of our Grand 
Lodge in 2014. It is worth being there, 
partly to refresh old friendships and 
make some new ones. It is an 
absolutely special experience to be 
present at the Installation of the Grand 
Lodge Officers. Congratulations to the 
newly installed Grand Master of the 
Grand Lodge of California, Most 
Worshipful John L. Cooper, Deputy 
Grand Master Right Worshipful 
Russell E. Charvonia as well as to the 
other newly installed Grand Lodge 
Officers.

from the south

from the south continues on page 8
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november at 
our lodge 

450 s. avenida caballeros, palm springs

Tuesday November 5th at 7:30PM
Stated Meeting Election of 2014 Officers.

Sunday November 10th 11AM - 5PM
1st Annual All-Concordant Body Masonic Picnic - presented by the Palm Springs Shrine Club
Ruth Hardy Park in Palm Springs (details on page 7)

Tuesday November 12th at 7:30PM
Past Masters Night and 3rd Degree for Brother Reuben Leija

Tuesday November 19th at 7:30PM
Third Degree for Brother Steve Sanchez

Thursday November 21st at 5:00PM 
Lodge 693 Hall Association Monthly Meeting  Open to all Master Masons of Lodge 693.  If anyone 
has something to be brought before the Association, please contact Brother Kurt Handshuh at least 
24 hours in advance so the item may be placed on the the agenda.  kurtlends@gmail.com or 
760-333-4410.

Shahram Farshadfar’s 2nd Degree.  Also pictured is 
Brother David Essex of Coachella Lodge 476 who did a 
great job filling in as our Senior Deacon that evening.

mailto:kurtlends@gmail.com
mailto:kurtlends@gmail.com
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He was getting old and paunchy
And his hair was falling fast,
And he sat around the Legion,
Telling stories of the past.
 
Of a war that he once fought in
And the deeds that he had done,
In his exploits with his buddies;
They were heroes, every one.
 
And 'tho sometimes to his neighbors
His tales became a joke,
All his buddies listened quietly
For they knew where of he spoke.
 
But we'll hear his tales no longer,
For ol' Joe has passed away,
And the world's a little poorer
For a Veteran died today.
 
He won't be mourned by many,
Just his children and his wife.
For he lived an ordinary,
Very quiet sort of life.
 
He held a job and raised a family,
Going quietly on his way;
And the world won't note his passing,
'Tho a Veteran died today.
 
When politicians leave this earth,
Their bodies lie in state,
While thousands note their passing,
And proclaim that they were great.

Papers tell of their life stories
From the time that they were young,
But the passing of a Veteran
Goes unnoticed, and unsung.
 
Is the greatest contribution
To the welfare of our land,
Some jerk who breaks his promise
And cons his fellow man?
 
Or the ordinary fellow
Who in times of war and strife,
Goes off to serve his country
And offers up his life?
 

The politician's stipend
And the style in which he lives,
Are often disproportionate,
To the service that he gives.

While the ordinary Veteran,
Who offered up his all,
Is paid off with a medal
And perhaps a pension, small.
 
It is not the politicians
With their compromise and ploys,
Who won for us the freedom
That our country now enjoys.
 
Should you find yourself in danger,
With your enemies at hand,
Would you really want some cop-out,
With his ever-waffling stand?
 
Or would you want a Veteran
His home, his country, his kin,
Just a common Veteran,
Who would fight until the end.
 
He was just a common Veteran,
And his ranks are growing thin,
But his presence should remind us
We may need his likes again.
 
For when countries are in conflict,
We find the Veteran's part,
Is to clean up all the troubles
That the politicians start.

If we cannot do him honor
While he's here to hear the praise,
Then at least let's give him homage
At the ending of his days.
 
Perhaps just a simple headline
In the paper that might say:
"OUR COUNTRY IS IN MOURNING,
A VETERAN DIED TODAY."

                              - Author Unknown

Our Brother John Snow was very moved 
by this poem and shares it with us:



7

th
e 

lo
dg

e 
69

3 
tre

st
le

bo
ar

d 
no

ve
m

be
r 6

01
3 

an
no

 lu
cis

The Palm Springs Shrine Club invites everyone to:

The 1st Annual All Concordant Body

Masonic Picnic
Sunday November 10th 11AM - 5PM

at Ruth Hardy Park  700 Tamarisk Lane in Palm Springs

( Ruth Hardy Park is here: http://goo.gl/maps/23Kkh )

Dining is Pot Luck

Participants include:
Palm Springs Lodge 693

Yucaipa Fellowship Lodge 668
Coachella Lodge 476

Yucca Valley Lodge 802
Oasis of Mara Lodge 735

also
Date Empire Shrine Club

Coachella Valley Eastern Star
Job's Daughters Bethel 155 

Paladin Chapter Order of De Molay
Valley of Palm Springs Scottish Rite

Brother Salvador Sevilla’s 
2nd Degree

http://goo.gl/maps/23Kkh
http://goo.gl/maps/23Kkh
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from the south continued from page 4

October was a very month at our Lodge, 
as we had three 2nd Degrees. I 
congratulate the Brethren Salvador 
Sevilla, Nathan Kazmer and Matthew 
Casarez on having been made 
Fellowcrafts. I want to emphasize the 
engagement of these young Brethren as 
they are doing a great job taking care of 
our dinners. Thank you for your 
enthusiasm on being Freemasons and 
for your good will.

Brother Nathan Kazmer’s 2nd Degree

Brother Matthew Casarez’ 2nd Degree

On	  Thanksgiving	  Day	  we're	  thankful	  for
Our	  blessings	  all	  year	  through,
For	  family	  we	  dearly	  love,

For	  good	  friends,	  old	  and	  new.

For	  sun	  to	  light	  and	  warm	  our	  days,
For	  stars	  that	  glow	  at	  night,

For	  trees	  of	  green	  and	  skies	  of	  blue,
And	  puffy	  clouds	  of	  white.

We're	  grateful	  for	  our	  eyes	  that	  see
The	  beauty	  all	  around,

For	  arms	  to	  hug,	  and	  legs	  to	  walk,
And	  ears	  to	  hear	  each	  sound.

The	  list	  of	  all	  we're	  grateful	  for
Would	  fill	  a	  great	  big	  book;

Our	  thankful	  hearts	  find	  new	  delights
Everywhere	  we	  look!

StarGng	  now,
let's	  be	  on	  the	  lookout

for	  the	  bits	  of	  pleasure	  in	  each	  hour,
and	  appreciate	  the	  people	  who
bring	  love	  and	  light	  to	  everyone
who	  is	  blessed	  to	  know	  them.
You	  are	  one	  of	  those	  people.

On	  Thanksgiving,
I'm	  thankful	  for	  you.
Happy	  Thanksgiving!

By	  Joanna	  Fuchs

Thanksgiving	  Delights

from the south continues on page 9
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from the south continued from page 8

In the United States, the modern Thanksgiving holiday tradition is commonly, but not universally, traced to 
a poorly documented 1621 celebration at Plymouth in present-day Massachusetts. The 1621 Plymouth 
feast and thanksgiving was prompted by a good harvest. Pilgrims and Puritans who began emigrating 
from England in the 1620s and 1630s carried the tradition of Days of Fasting and Days of Thanksgiving 
with them to New England. Several days of Thanksgiving were held in early New England history that 
have been identified as the "First Thanksgiving", including Pilgrim holidays in Plymouth in 1621 and 1623, 
and a Puritan holiday in Boston in 1631. According to historian Jeremy Bangs, director of the Leiden 
American Pilgrim Museum, the Pilgrims may have been influenced by watching the annual services of 
Thanksgiving for the relief of the siege of Leiden in 1574, while they were staying in Leiden. In later years, 
religious thanksgiving services were declared by civil leaders such as Governor Bradford, who planned 
a thanksgiving celebration and fast in 1623. The practice of holding an annual harvest festival did not 
become a regular affair in New England until the late 1660s.

Thanksgiving proclamations were made mostly by church leaders in New England up until 1682, and then 
by both state and church leaders until after the American Revolution. During the revolutionary period, 
political influences affected the issuance of Thanksgiving proclamations. Various proclamations were 
made by royal governors, John Hancock, General George Washington, and the Continental Congress, 
each giving thanks to God for events favorable to their causes. 

As President of the United States, George Washington proclaimed the first nation-wide thanksgiving 
celebration in America marking November 26, 1789, "as a day of public thanksgiving and prayer to be 
observed by acknowledging with grateful hearts the many and signal favors of Almighty God".

I wish all of you and your families a Happy Thanksgiving 2013.

Fraternally and with Brotherly Love,

Your Junior Warden

Imanuel Eisendle

All photos in “From the South” and Grand Lodge Session below courtesy of 
Brother Imanuel Eisendle

Grand Lodge in Session - Annual Communication 2013



Nick Seneca, Trestleboard Editor
Palm Springs Masonic Center
450 S. Avenida Caballeros
Palm Springs, CA  92262

In an effort to liven up Lodge meetings 
and Degrees, the Grand Lodge’s 
“Fashion in Freemasonry” Committee is 
introducing this stunning new line of 
Lodge attire called “Worshipful Wear.”

Every dashing Mason-about-town will 
want this in his Lodge wardrobe.

“All those in favor........”


