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Next Stated Meeting
Tuesday November 5th at 7:30PM

continued on page 3

Election of 2014 Lodge Officers!
Be there, it’s important.

“Still blacker turn the autumn skies,
And red Antares, evil star, 
Points out the place, more fatal far,
Where fell October ambushed lies.
The Sun, as if he scorned his foes,
In pride and glory onward goes,
Not he from deadly Scorpio flies,
Nor pauses he, nor backward turns,
Though redder yet Antares burns,
And darker yet his pathway grows.

Meanwhile October, from his lair,
On Phoebus rushes unaware,
His murderous purpose now confessed,
And smites the sun-god in the breast.
A ghastly wound the villain makes----
With horrid joy his weapon shakes;
And, as he sees the god depart,
His hand upon his bosom pressed,
Believes the blow has reached the heart.”

    ....to be continued

October 4, 5 and 6 your Principal Officers are off  
to San Francisco to attend the Annual 
Communications at Grand Lodge to cast your 
votes for the upcoming resolutions.  Resolutions 
can be viewed through the Grand Lodge website 
at www.freemason.org.  

November announces the beginning of the end 
of my 2nd term with the Election of Officers at our 
Stated Meeting on November 5th.  Installation 
has been set for Saturday, December 7th.  Times 
and dinner information will be provided shortly.  
2013 has been a difficult year in several ways.
The renovation took and is still taking its toll on 
us.  In November we will have been working

There are four very welcome new faces at Lodge 693 
these days.  Pictured above are our new Entered 
Apprentices.  From left: Bro. Nathan Kazmer, 
Bro. Salvador Sevilla, Bro. Matthew Casarez, and 
Bro. Shahram Farshadfar.

It’s great to have you with us, guys!

http://www.freemason.org/
http://www.freemason.org/
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Hello my brothers,

 As you know we are coming into the last quarter of year and we are getting busy again with 
degrees and initiating new members. We have brought in four new in the last month. 
They’re eager to learn all that we are willing to teach them.  I hope that you will welcome 
them and pass on some of that knowledge that you have received through the years as a 

Mason and as a Man. Remember; We make good men better.

Before the end of the year we will have started the cascade of 2nd Degrees and perhaps a couple of 3rd 
Degrees. Everyone please brush up on your memory work for each Degree. Remember practice night is 
for floor work not memorization. 

Moving on to what has been happening with your Senior Warden. Yes, I have been busy trying to maintain 
my business, but in the last few months my father was diagnosed with cancer again. He is doing well and 
is in no pain, but is now on hospice and lives with me. This takes a lot of my time and I sometimes get very 
little sleep,but “it's all good” 

I am happy that I have the opportunity to be there for him and spend time with him. We laugh and joke all 
the time, even in the worst possible situations. We talk about the world in general and about life.

If I seem distracted it's because I am. You may just have to try a little harder to get through to me 
sometimes. If you have questions or even answers feel free to call, text or email and share a thought or 
just to say hi. 

I promise that I will always be there for every one of my Brothers and will assist in any way I can.

May each one of us find the peace that we seek through life while passing on the knowledge we have 
gained along our paths that’s made us who we are.

Ted Parker, Senior Warden

from the west 

Brother Salvador Sevilla is welcomed as an 
Entered Apprentice Mason by Worshipful Master 
Luther Wood at his Initiation on September 10th.

All Brethren of Lodge 693 echo the welcome, 
Brother Salvador.  We’re very happy you’ve joined 
us on the path of Freemasonry!
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on it for one year.  We were so limited during construction that we honestly had no Lodge for several 
months, and the separation from one another brought about a type of destructive lethargy that we 
could ill afford and from which we are still suffering.  The Officers, thank God, and a handful of 
others, stepped up to the plate by giving all that they had.  We could not have finished the year 
without our devoted Nick Seneca, Kurt Handshuh, Brian Tremblay and Stephen Keller.  Kudos 
and gratitude to all of you! 
 
We have recently initiated four Entered Apprentices.  Their faces, enthusiasm and hunger bring back 
fond memories of my own “first night”.  They are our future.  They will represent Freemasonry for us, 
and it is we who must ensure the satisfaction of their hunger.  They are seekers.  It is up to us to 
assure them that what they seek is real.  I have the honor of coaching two of them.  I hope I will be 
able to keep the flame going and impart the love for our Craft to them as well as accentuate the 
basic tenets of Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth.  After my initiation I went to work in Freemasonry.  I 
studied.  I learned my work and went through the Degrees in 4 months.  I could have completed my 
Degrees in 3 months, but was asked to take my 2nd Degree at the Home in Covina so that the 
Brothers in residence there could participate in our ceremonies and assembly.  I learned the long 
form in all my Degrees.  I was looking for Light.  The amount of Light one receives is directly 
proportionate to the amount of time he spends in seeking it.  We are long past the point of band-aids 
in Freemasonry, my Brothers; we need something with depth and weight, and if we don't find it, we 
are going to go elsewhere in continuation of our search.  It is said in Freemasonry that “Masons do 
what they say and say what they do”.  We are showing up to share our experience, strength and 
hope to those coming after us as we promised and are obligated to do.  I hope you are blessed to sit 
with one of our new men and see that “Light” come on in their eyes.  At that moment you will know 
what your duty is.  I had that experience one more time the other day while coaching two of our 
newest EAs.  They are hungry.  They are ready.  Me?  I will not disappoint them.

I would personally and publicly like to thank my Director of Education PM Cesar Rubio and MM 
David Mathews for an excellent Event on September 27th, US CONSTITUTION NIGHT.  They and 
their helpers:  Ruben Leija and Steve Sanchez (FC's) gave a stunning presentation of our banking 
and monetary system.  The audience was alert, contributing, having fun and patient.  I also want to 
acknowledge and thank our very own AGL, Franklin Lee, along with  “EA” Brother Don Ryals for 
their period costume performance of Benjamin Franklin.  Kurt Handshuh narrated and was 
excellent.  It was a “wrap up” to a stellar evening and very well received.  Our AGL, Franklin Lee, by 
the way, is one of the finest representatives of Freemasonry.  His dedication and integrity are 
exemplary.  In short, he is an inspiration worthy of imitation.  The Cheeseburger extravaganza was a 
huge success.  KUDOS to all of you, especially our newest EA's Sharam Farshadfar, Salvador 
Sevilla, Nathan Kazmer and Matthew Casarez who collectively “took over the kitchen”.   The 
evening would have been a total failure without you.  You took an enormous pressure off me and fed 
the multitudes at the same time.  I am in your debt.  

I have recently handed out several 50 year pins.  It warmed my heart to see that most of the 
recipients are healthy and vibrant with the roots of Freemasonry safely deposited in them.  We have 
witnessed this over and over with those who have been Masons forever, namely our very own Jim 
Nash, John Abernethy, Jim Leighton, Vernon Smith, and Charlie Ash to name a few.  I will never 
forget Herb Miller, the Tiler, on my “first night”.  He was impeccably dressed, warm, friendly, inviting
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from the east continued from page 3

and made me welcome.  I know that was his job, but I also think that that is just who he 
was as a result of serious study and seeking the Light.  I want to publicly welcome and 
acknowledge our newest Brothers:  Sharam Farshadfar, Salvador Sevilla, Nathan Kazmer 
and Matthew Casarez to Freemasonry and to our Lodge.  You are our future, my Brothers, 
and I say to you that wherever you are, you represent us and Freemasonry, and as such I 
give it strictly to you in charge to ever walk and act.  My last words?  Welcome home, 
Brother Imanuel, welcome home.

Fraternally and sincerely,

luther Wood
Master
Palm Springs Lodge 693 
lhw1972@gmail.com  760-567-9724

Lodge 693 welcomed Brother Nathan 
Kazmer as an Entered Apprentice on Sep. 
17.  He’s pictured here (in photo to the left) 
with Ted Parker, SW and Worshipful 
Master Luther Wood.

As a boy, Nathan was inspired by a 
Scoutmaster who was a Mason.  Years later, 
remembering his Scoutmaster’s example, 
Nathan knocked on the door of our Lodge 
seeking Masonic light.  

Great to have you with us, Nathan, and may 
yours be an enlightening Masonic journey!

Brother Matthew Casarez, pictured right with 
Worshipful Master Luther Wood, was welcomed 
into our Craft on Sept 24.

Says Matthew of Masonry: “it’s me...it’s everything I’ve 
ever stood for...the morality, the symbols.... 
everything.”

Well said, Brother Matthew.  You’re on the path to 
become a true and faithful Brother of Lodge 693!

mailto:lhw1972@gmail.com
mailto:lhw1972@gmail.com
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Greetings Brethren

The summer is over and I am very happy to be back in Palm Springs. I missed the Lodge 
and all the Brethren during this summer while in Austria.

On October 1st we had our Stated Meeting and I express to all my brethren a hearty 
THANK YOU for the wonderful welcome energy I could feel from you and for your nice and 
touching words. 

I am so glad to be here and back in our Lodge.

During my visit to Austria I had the 
opportunity to meet Worshipful Master 
(Meister vom Stuhl)  Brother Dr. Peter 
Zdesar (pictured right) and the Deputy 
Master of the Lodge Paracelsus in 
Villach . It was a very interesting 
meeting in which we were able to share 
our experiences in Freemasonry. 
Although there are many differences in 
the various rituals and Lodge room 
design, the worldwide Masonic thought 
and the Masonic action are the same. 
The intellectual and esoteric content is 
the same, which makes me particularly 
happy. Wherever in the world I meet 
Freemasons, it is confirmed that we are held together by the Masonic bond and have a lot in 
common.  

I extended Brother Zdesar best wishes and regards from our Grand Master Most Worshipful 
John F. Lowe.  I presented the Grand Masters 2013 lapel pin together with the Grandmaster's 
Biography. They were received with great joy. Brother Zdesar asked me to extend fraternal best 
wishes to the Grand Master Lowe and also fraternal greetings to our Worshipful Master Luther 
Wood, PM, as well as to all the members of Palm Springs Lodge 693.

Brother Zdesar was very impressed by our activity in our Masonic Lodge in Palm Springs. I was 
also informed that a couple of Austrian Brethren read our Trestleboard with great interest.

It is always wonderful to meet Masons of other countries and to exchange experiences.

Looking back to August and September, I see that we’ve had 4 initiations.
What great growth for our Lodge!

I congratulate Brethren Shahram Farshadfar, Salvador Sevilla, Nathan Kazmer and Matthew 
Casarez on having received the First Degree of Masonry.
I wish you all success on your search for fulfillment in Freemasonry. May you realize the true 

continued on page 6
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from the south continued from page 5

meaning of being a Freemason, and let your heart be refreshed by the spirit of Freemasonry. I 
wish you many happy hours in our little Blue Lodge in Palm Springs and much success in 
applying the three principal tenets of Freemasonry: Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth, as 
well as the four cardinal virtues: Temperance, Fortitude, Prudence and Justice. May our 
Great Architect of the Universe guide you on your daily way.

I’m looking forward to my fourth time taking part in the Annual Communication of our Grand 
Lodge in San Francisco. Each time has been very interesting. The opportunity to meet 
Masons from all of California, as well as from other states, enriches my Masonic life.

I will inform you about this meeting in the November Trestleboard.

Best regards,

Fraternally and sincerely,

With Brotherly Love
Your Junior Warden
Imanuel Eisendle

Brother Don Ryals’ and his 
traveling camera recently attended 
a Rainbow Girls Installation at 
Coachella Lodge 476.

Don observed, “watching their 
ceremony is exposure to more 
Masonic light and a learning 
experience.  It is all about virtue.”

6
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october at 
our lodge 

450 s. avenida caballeros, palm springs

The October calendar is not fully determined as of this Trestleboard publication date.  We are 
anticipating at least one 2nd Degree.  Dates will be sent to everyone on the Lodge 693 e-mail list.  
They’ll also be posted at PalmSpringsMasons.org and announced on the Lodge 693 Facebook 
page and Twitter feed 

Thursday October 31st at 5:00PM 
Lodge 693 Hall Association Monthly Meeting  Open to all Master Masons of Lodge 693.  If 
anyone has something to be brought before the Association, please contact Brother Kurt 
Handshuh at least 24 hours in advance so the item may be placed on the the agenda.  

Try asking your Starbucks barista for 
one of these: 

“Cappucino a la S & C”



The Valley of Palm Springs Scottish Rite 
welcomes all Masons to the “Feast of Tishri.”

Come have some fun with the Scottish Rite!
Masons of all Degrees are invited to celebrate 
“The Feast of Tishri” Saturday, October 19th 
starting at 5:00.  This is a traditional Festive Board 
with a multi-course dinner.

Scottish Rite Masonry is a river of knowledge 
whose headwaters are in the distant past.  The 
Feast of Tishri is a celebration of an historic event 
of Masonic significance.  This is the first year that 
the Palm Springs Scottish Rite is observing the 
Feast on such a grand scale.  It’ll be a fantastic 
evening!

This celebration is for Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft and Master Masons only.  You 
don’t have to be a Scottish Rite Mason.  Reservations are $40 per person, including a 
commemorative traditional firing cannon. (You’ll have to attend to find out what that is!) 
Seating is limited. Tuxedo or dark suit is suggested.

The event will be held at the Palm Springs Masonic Center, 450 S. Avenida Caballeros.

For information call Brother Kurt Handshuh at 760-333-4410 or e-mail 
reservations@pssr.net .

Reserve by mail with your check payable to Palm Springs Scottish Rite and send to 
Kurt at P.O. Box 102, Palm Springs, CA 92263-0102  

Assistant Grand Lecturer Franklin Lee 
in his role as Benjamin Franklin captures 
the attention of Lodge 693 Brethren at 
our Lodge’s Constitutional Observance 
on September 27th.

The event, which included as 
presentation about the U.S. banking 
system attracted over 60 people, both 
Masons and non-Masons.
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mailto:reservations@pssr.net
mailto:reservations@pssr.net
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Our Brother Mark Stein is traveling in 
Northern Ireland and had the opportunity 
to visit Bushmill’s Lodge 414, HIlton Lodge 
Arthur Square, and Cherryhill Lodge, all in 
Belfast.  He shares these pics.

Worshipful Master: Luther Wood
760 567 9724  lhw1972@gmail.com

Senior Warden: Ted Parker
760 245 1943  tedparker93@yahoo.com

Junior Warden: Imanuel Eisendle
760 409 7062  dreisendle@dc.rr.com

Treasurer: Dan Oates  Doates818@aol.com

Secretary: Oscar Rodriguez
760 449 0147  osrocasusa@gmail.com

Chaplain: Kurt Handshuh
760-333-4410 kurtlends@gmail.com

Senior Deacon: Don Ryals
760-641-3587 iparafly@gmail.com

Junior Deacon: Dan Woodman
palaceglass.dw@gmail.com

Marshall: Don Shore
masonicbruin@gmail.com

Senior Steward: Alan Franks
dssar2003@aol.com

Junior Steward: Nathan Romero
thenathanromero1@yahoo.com

Lodge 693 2013 Officers
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Nick Seneca, Trestleboard Editor
Palm Springs Masonic Center
450 S. Avenida Caballeros
Palm Springs, CA  92262


