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Stated Meeting
Tuesday Oct 2nd at 7:30PM
Vote on 2013 Dues Increase

(see below)

Filet Mignon Dinner served from 6:00PM
Donation $15 with reservation

$20 at the door without

Reserve with Kurt Handshuh no later than Noon 
Sept 30th

at kurtlends@gmail.com or 
760-333-4410

continued on page 3

     Ah, where to begin.  September was a fairly 
busy month.  Our Event for the month was US 
Constitution Night, a presentation put on by PM 
Cesar Rubio and MM David Mathews.  What can 
I say other than the night was electric.  Attendance 
was minimal at best, but those attending were 
treated to an evening that was remarkable.  

     In checking up on our EA's and FC's, I am a 
little concerned about their progress in moving up 
in Masonry.  We do not have a sufficient amount of 
degrees coming up, and we were way too DARK 
during the Summer.  That being said, of course, 
Divine Order is taking place, and who am I to 
question?  I have no Events planned anytime soon 
except Past Master Night, presented by PM Mark 
Gibson, on November 13th. 

      I hope for a good turnout, but that has not been 
the case so far.  It always amazes me that we have 
so many Members, and, yet, so few show up to 
support those hungry for the Light.  I'm certain that 
question was asked during the Investigation.  I 
know we all get busy.  We have lives, families, and 
other interests to be sure, but it can be done, my 
Brothers.  Our Brother Robert Jacob, Secretary 
of the Scottish Rite, has become a steady attendee 
and powerful influence at all our meetings, 
degrees, and even has opted for a position on the 
Hall Association.  So you see?  It can be done.  
We are obviously able to make room in our lives 
without sacrificing anything.  I am a firm believer 
that “if you build it, they will come”, so I keep on 
keepin' on regardless of poor attendance.  Setting 
a good example is a huge part of the East.  

The East, by the way, has been a most fabulous 
experience, and I cannot quite relate my gratitude 
to you for electing me to the position. 

PROPOSED PALM SPRINGS MASONIC LODGE 693 
BY-LAWS AMENDMENT.

At the September 4, 2012 Stated Meeting, a proposal 
to amend Article III Section 2 of the of the Lodge 693 
bylaws was presented and approved for balloting at 
the Stated Meeting of October 2, 2012. Here are the 
proposed Lodge 693 by-laws as amended: 

PALM SPRINGS LODGE 693 OF FREE AND 
ACCEPTED MASONS BYLAWS.

ARTICLE III …

Section 2. The dues of each member of this lodge 
shall be the sum of $ 95 plus the per capita sum 
approved by Grand Lodge at the immediately 
preceding Annual Communication, with the total thus 
determined rounded up to the next higher whole 
multiple of $ 5, per annum, payable in advance on the 
first day of January.

All proceedings according to the California Masonic 
Code.

Daniel Oates 
Proponent

Oscar Rodriguez
Secretary, Palm Springs Lodge 693.

mailto:kurtlends@gmail.com
mailto:kurtlends@gmail.com
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october at our 
lodge 

450 s. avenida caballeros, palm springs

Tue October 2nd 7:30PM
Stated Meeting Filet Mignon Dinner served from 6:00PM.  Donation $15 with advance reservation, $20 at 
the door without reservation.  Reserve with Kurt Handshuh no later than 12 Noon Sunday Sept 30th at 
kurtlends@gmail.com or call him at 760-333-4410 

Mon October 8th 6:30PM
Practice for tomorrow night’s Degree

Tue October 9th 7:30PM
2nd Degree: Brother Alan Franks is Passed to the Degree of Fellow Craft. Dinner served from 6:00PM

Sat October 13th 6:00PM
Congratulations Brother Dave Berg!  Lodge Dinner celebrating Dave’s 50 Years as a Mason!

Mon October 15th 6:30PM
Practice for Tomorrow Night’s Degree

Tues October 16th  7:30PM
3rd Degree: Brother Michael Borders is Raised to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason

Thu October 25th 5:00PM Lodge 693 Hall Association Monthly Meeting Open to all Master Masons of 
Lodge 693.  If anyone has something to be brought before the Association, please contact Brother Kurt 
Handshuh at least 24 hours in advance so the item may be placed on the the agenda.  
kurtlends@gmail.com or 760-333-4410.

Thu October 26th 6:00PM Lodge 693 Officers’ Meeting

Fri October 26th 6:30PM
Explorations in Masonry Another presentation of Masonic interest.  Speaker and topic TBA, watch your 
e-mail and @Lodge693 on Twitter for information.

The above Lodge 693 Calendar is accurate as of this Trestleboard’s publication date.  Additions and 
other changes will be announced via e-mail, www.PalmSpringsMasons.org , Twitter and Facebook

mailto:kurtlends@gmail.com
mailto:kurtlends@gmail.com
mailto:kurtlends@gmail.com
mailto:kurtlends@gmail.com
http://www.PalmSpringsMasons.org
http://www.PalmSpringsMasons.org
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Now that I am in the twilight of this year, I am so much more fitted for the Chair.  That's life, isn't it?  
When I look back, I see many accomplishments and much excitement in our Lodge.  We are still 
planning on a renovation; we have just stepped back and are planning to meet with contractors and 
obtaining more precise bids.  We may even be able to accomplish it before the year's end as a result 
of the inactivity in my calendar.  

     I hope you all are visiting our website www.PalmSpringsMasons.org  You will be amazed at the 
talent expressed by our SS/TrestleBoard Editor Nick Seneca.  He is quite inventive and informed, 
and performs his duty with excellence.  Don't we all, for the most part?  Isn't that Life as well?  We do 
the best we can, ask for help, Divine Assistance, and proceed anyway.  Isn't that a mark of Courage 
that we never knew we possessed?  

     Our Division VIII Assistant Grand Lecturer, Franklin Lee visited our Lodge at our last Officers’ 
School of Instruction on Saturday September 15th.  I want you all to know that you are welcome to 
attend OSI.  The schedule and location is published on our website in the calendar section and 
Trestleboard.  We were formally introduced to our new Inspector, WM/PM Jim Ridley, who has long 
been a friend and great contributor to Palm Springs Lodge 693.  We welcome him and support him 
with open arms.  We want him to succeed, and we are grateful to have him.  He attended our 3rd 
Degree for MM Dan Woodman on September 18th, and was a mighty Presence, and I must tell you 
the Degree may have been the best we have ever given to anyone anywhere.  The Officers were 
“on”; they made me proud. 

     By the way, speaking of ritual and performance, I don't know if you know it, but even after we 
were deducted 50 points because of the inability of two Officers to show up to the competition in 
Upland this year, we still placed 2nd in the State.  That was our first attempt; it will not be the last.  At 
OSI last week we served a magnificent breakfast to those attending.  We do this at each meeting at 
8am wherever it is held.  Our AGL has a talent that is not to be duplicated.  He is truly a “hands on” 
Grand Lodge Representative as he said when he formally visited our Lodge some years back.  I will 
have him on my calendar to make a costume/oratory presentation of Benjamin Franklin.  Look for it 
in the TrestleBoard and be sure to attend.  You will not regret it.  Franklin Lee is totally cool.  Who 
knew?

     Have you followed us on Facebook?  Have you seen what we're up to on a daily, monthly and 
yearly basis?  Have you visited Division VIII?  Have you seen what our Brother David 
Pucksoontorn is up to with DeMolay and the incredible job he is doing with a heart in it that is 
beyond comparison?  If you have not, you are guilty of an unforgivable act.  You have cheated 
yourself of an experience that will warm your heart even if it be composed of ice.

     I also would like to thank our Brothers PM Jim Leighton and Charlie Ash for attending the 3rd 
Degree for Dan Woodman.  Their Presence brings up many fond memories and hopes to “be like 
them when I grow up” thoughts.  They were my mentors and set such high goals for me that I will 
never be able to repay them personally.  I think, maybe, that the idea is just to “pass it on”, to add to 
the Legacy.  I also want to remind you of our Brother Dennis Trosper's recent loss and general 
health issues.  He needs your prayers and good thoughts and wishes.  He also attended Dan's 
Degree.  It was refreshing to see him and have him with us.  Brother Don Ryals often steps up to 
the plate when there is need; he went beyond normal lengths to pick Dennis up and redeposit him to 
his home after the evening. 
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from the east continued from page 1

continued next page
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from the east continued from page 3

By the way, Don has been a very positive influence in our Lodge.  He goes the extra mile and helps me 
in more ways than I can express.  He willingly is a “utility” Mason, and his talents are legion.  

     As you can see, I can go on and on but will not.  By the time you read this,  Ted Parker, David 
Pucksoontorn, Imanuel Eisendle and I will have returned from representing you at Annual 
Communications at Grand Lodge on September 21, 22 and 23.  You are in very good hands, my 
Brothers.  I have donated some of our time at Grand Lodge to assisting visiting Dignitaries which 
should prove very interesting.  I wish you all could experience the ceremony and ritual at Grand Lodge.  
It is breathtaking.  Deputy Grand Master John Lowe will be installed as Master of the Grand Lodge.

Until next month, then, be well, my Brothers and travel safely,

Luther Wood
Master
Palm Springs Lodge 693
lhw1972@gmail.com
760-567-9724

Congratulations Brother 
Dan Woodman, Lodge 693’s newest 

Master Mason!

     Dan Woodman of Landers was raised 
to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason 
in a beautifully done 3rd Degree  on 
September 18th.  Dan (pictured right), 
received the Volume of Sacred Law from 
Worshipful Master Luther Wood 
immediately afterward.

     Dan became interested in 
Freemasonry through his friendship with 
Senior Warden Ted Parker.  Brother 
Woodman, it’s great to have you with us. 
May your Masonic journey be rewarding 
and filled with Light! 

mailto:lhw1972@gmail.com
mailto:lhw1972@gmail.com
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from the south     I came to learn this year that Life seems to love to throw curve 
balls at you.  Just when you think everything in your life is going good as it should, life throws 
you a curve ball. An obstacle or a challenge to overcome, in order to add another chapter in 
your very own autobiography. And as Brother SW Ted Parker says, " You just have to know 
how to swing the bat!" We all go through these obstacles almost everyday or at different 
phases in our lives. But to know how to swing the bat involves having faith in God. 

Understanding that everything in life happens for a reason, and understanding that there is always a 
positive message to be learned in every good and bad situation. 

     To give you an example, I have a person very close to me, back when we were about 18 years old, 
who was born and raised with a very difficult life. In Buddhism, it is believed that perhaps he did not 
live a great past life, so in this life he was given the cards he was dealt with in order to pay for the 
mistakes that he had possibly made in his previous life. He fell in love with a girl, who later on in the 
relationship broke his heart. He cried and cried for months, until he finally had enough. 

     He was about to commit suicide and end it all for a first love. He locked himself in his dad's room 
with a shotgun and was about to take his own life With his little brother crying and begging on the 
other side of the door, at this moment he could feel the devil taunting him. Because he was being 
dared, it caused him to laugh knowing that he was one split second from pulling the trigger and ending 
it all. If it wasn't for his little brother crying and begging on the other side of the door, it would have 
been over. Eventually, about two weeks later, the girl that he loved came back and they soon started a 
family together. By taking his own life he would have lost in the game of life, but by sticking through it 
all, he got back the love of his life and finished another chapter in his autobiography to be archived. As 
you go through these obstacles and challenges, you get stronger and wiser.

     As Freemasons, we are taught to live our lives by the square of virtue, and walk uprightly in our 
several stations before God and man, ever remembering that we are traveling upon the level of time, 
to that undiscovered country from whose bourne, no traveler returns. To be good and true is one of the 
first lessons we are taught in Masonry. Hypocrisy and deceit are unknown among us. Sincerity and 
plain dealings distinguish us. We must constantly strive to live our lives this way no matter what, in this 
imperfect world (as it seems). 

     Here in the Lodge we might experience first hand some of these quarrels, some tension between 
others, as we continue to smooth our rough ashlars. We strive to be a happy family. We must 
remember that everyone who becomes a Mason does so for their own personal reasons, sometimes 
not always with the best intentions. A wise man once told me, that "There are demons in this world 
that live miserable lives, they say light bulbs break sometimes when they walk by, and when they see 
that you are happy. they try to destroy your happiness however they can."  Some people mistake 
kindness for weakness and and prey on that, but in reality everyone has different ways of dealing with 
things. They are not always violent, they are not always blunt, they are not always verbal, and they let 
a lot of little things go. They learn how to pick and choose their battles wisely. These kind of problems 
have caused really good masons to leave the Lodge. Even I am guilty of leaving the Lodge and hence 
failing my life lesson. However, it was during the time that I was gone from the Lodge when I realized 
that all that really mattered was that Masonry was in my heart. And it definitely was.  I found so many 
other like minded Brothers where Masonry was within their hearts, as well. I was missing the Brothers, 
and I truly believed in the teachings and  philosophy of the Craft!

continued next page
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Worshipful Master: Luther Wood
760 567 9724  lhw1972@gmail.com

Senior Warden: Ted Parker
760 245 1943  tedparker93@yahoo.com

Junior Warden: David Pucksoontorn glck40boi@gmail.com

Treasurer: David Berg
760 416 0464  kingdave39@hotmail.com

Secretary: Oscar Rodriguez
760 449 0417  osrocasusa@gmail.com

Chaplain: Jeffrey Huffman
760 450 8289  jeffreyhuffman32@yahoo.com

Senior Deacon: Imanuel Eisendle
760 409 7062  dreisendle@dc.rr.com

Junior Deacon: Kurt Handshuh
760 333 4410  kurtlends@gmail.com 

Marshall: Dan Oates
760 610 2873  doates818@aol.com

Senior Steward: Nick Seneca
323 868 5600  693Trestleboard@gmail.com 

Junior Steward: Mike Nyswonger
760 464 1498  mjn770@yahoo.com

Tyler: Dennis Williams
760 409 6225  dennisw12@hotmail.com

Lodge 693 2012 Officers
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from the south continued from page 5
     It is true we can't please everybody. Sadness, grief and tension can slowly eat away our life energies 
and can be even more devastating than physical wounds. These feelings could last days, months, 
years, or even lifetimes just eating at your soul and sometimes can even cause medical problems. To 
forgive is to find freedom of the spirit and to fully live again. Everyone needs to forgive at sometime, and 
most everyone needs to ask that they are forgiven. 

     Free your spirit so you can work with joy in your heart and accomplish the very important mission you 
began when you came to Earth. Create peace in your life and the world by forgiving others. When all the 
world forgives, there can be peace. So Mote It Be!   

David Pucksoontorn
Junior Warden
glck40boi@gmail.com

“i see you’ve traveled some”
Congratulations to John G. Rivera, a Brother of Lodge 693 who just completed his trek of the 
Pacific Crest Trail.  He tweeted:  “On Sept 13th at 6pm, I crossed the Canadian border, 2692 mi of 
hiking on the PCT done and now I’m slowly headed back to civilization.”   Amazing stuff!  John is 
also a veteran who has served in Iraq and Afghanistan...Over the summer, Imanuel Eisendle, SD 
treated Brother Don Shore to lunch - in Salzburg, Austria...Brother Bernard Shannon has 
returned from several weeks in Quebec providing instruction in Medical Qigong...Brother Nick 
Warholic traveled East during September - to Coachella. As our Lodge’s newest Entered 
Apprentice, Nick took the initiative to attend a 1st Degree at Lodge 476, accompanied by
Dennis Williams, Tyler.

mailto:law1972@gmail.com
mailto:law1972@gmail.com
mailto:tedparker93@yahoo.com
mailto:tedparker93@yahoo.com
mailto:glck40boi@gmail.com
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mailto:kingdave39@hotmail.com
mailto:osrocasusa@gmail.com
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mailto:jeffreyhuffman32@yahoo.com
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mailto:kurtlends@gmail.com
mailto:kurtlends@gmail.com
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mailto:doates818@aol.com
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mailto:mjn770@yahoo.com
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     In early September, Worshipful Cesar Rubio, PM devoted 
a special Explorations in Masonry to helping Brothers of all 
Degrees improve their work with words, grips, signs and 
proficiencies.  Two of Lodge 693’s recently initiated 1st Degree 
Masons, Brothers Nick Warholic and Reuben Leija had 
some thoughts on the session:

     On 9/7/12 Cesar Rubio PM conducted a class for the new kids on the block and with the 
assistance of Brother Dennis Williams It went very well. 
 
     As I was reciting my proficiency backwards and forwards with blinding speed - NOT -
but I tried and was learning ,the thought occurred to me I am learning much more than just 
memorization.
 
     I was learning some deep lessons on just what a honor it is to be able to walk into this room, I 
always knew it was special, but oh, what a honor! learned how to manage the honor, room 
courtesy,decorum and much more.
 
    Things you can’t learn standing in the lobby; you have to be inside to feel it: the history and the 
respect you give that comes from just the word “Mason.”
 
     As all who witnessed my initiation are aware, I was never so happy.  After 45 years of watching 
my hero, my grandfather, shine his sword, wear his pins, and brag about his brothers, I was finally 
standing in the same NE spot.
 
     All this to say, after I become a Master Mason I think my learning will just be beginning. I will be 
attending the classes with the new kids to learn, and if nothing else, to help and support.
 
     Thank you, Cesar, Dennis and my Brothers for now being a part of my life. You all have made 
an old new kid very happy and proud.
 
Ciao Gracia
Brother Nick (Ganci) Warholic

     I would like to share my thoughts on the recent proficiency help at Lodge 693 with all of our 
Entered Apprentice Masons. The proficiency help given by Worshipful Cesar Rubio, 
PM was helpful and insightful. It was great to practice our proficiency as a group and ask 
questions for a deeper understanding of Masonry.  

     We learned about Lodge etiquette, which is important for any Entered Apprentice Mason. We all  
had the opportunity to meet new Brothers in our Lodge and realized we share the same challenges 
pursing advancement to the next Degree. 

     I strongly recommend any Entered Apprentice Mason to attend the next proficiency help 
session to assist in the advancement of their next degree.
 
Ruben Leija Jr.
Entered Apprentice Mason

entered apprentice perspectives
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