
Freemasonry:  Friendship, personal growth, and spirituality without dogmatism

The Lodge 693 Trestleboard Sep 2013
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Stated Meeting
Tuesday September at 7:30PM

continued on page 3

Masons gettin’ together and talkin’ business.
Open to Masons of all Degrees!

Dinner served from 6:00PM

“Two misty columns black with storms,
While overhead there hangs between 
A lurid thunder cloud, which forms
The frowning archway of the gate----
The gloomy equinoctial gate,
An evil place for travelers late,
Where envious Libra lurks unseen;
And near the portal lies in wait
September, filled with deadly hate.

With stately step the god draws nigh,
Yet, such is his majestic mien,
That whether he shall strike or fly,
The trembling ruffian hardly knows,
As Phoebus through the gateway goes.

But, as the shining form came near,
The wretch's hate subdued his fear,
And, nerving up his arm at length,
He aimed a blow with all his strength
Full at the god as he went by.
In anger Phoebus turned his head----
Away the trembling coward fled.

The god, though smarting with the blow,
Disdains to follow up his foe;
And down the zodiacal path
Pursues his gloomy way in wrath.”

It is with deep sadness that I report the passing 
of our Brother /Tiler Dennis Trosper.  These 
last few months looked as though he might 
improve somewhat, but he was in a very frail 
state and his difficulties finally overcame him.  I 
am grateful that I was able to spend a good deal 
of time with him.  If will power could have done 
it, he would still be with us today.  

Welcome to Bro. Shahram Farshadfar, (pictured above) 
who was initiated an Entered Apprentice of Lodge 693 on 
August 27th. Brother Shahram said “it is both the luckiest 
day of my life and the achievement of a goal.”

Well said, Bro. Shahram and we’re happy you chose Lodge 
693.  The journey is just beginning!



from the south
  

Greetings Brethren:

In this edition I concentrate my emphasis to the sad fact of the passing away of our beloved 
Brother Dennis Trosper, Tyler of our Palm Springs Lodge #693.
It was with sadness I received word in Austria of the passing away of Brother Dennis in an e-
mail from our Worshipful Master Luther Wood  Brother Don Shore also telephoned me 
on Thursday, August 8th, afternoon European time. This is 9 hours ahead of your time.

 Brother Dennis was always a wonderful unique Masonic Brother and friend to me. I am so 
glad that I had the opportunity to talk to him during the Skype video connection at our Lodge before 
the Stated Meeting on Tuesday, August 5th.  Hours later he passed into another dimension. He was 
one of the first of the brethren who came into our house and over time a friendship developed 
between Dennis and my family. What I especially loved about him was his truthful, direct and genuine 
character. He always had nice words for my wife and me, and always sent lovely greetings to Ulli. I will 
miss him very much. I am sure our Great Architect will take care of him in the Celestial Lodge above. 
It’s in another realm and Brother Dennis is watching us from there. He was and continues to be a 
Mason in his full heart and soul. Farewell my Brother Dennis.

Here’s the photo of Brother Dennis I have on my cellphone 
together with his telephone number. From now on a conversation 
with Dennis is only possible through our spirits.

I will keep this image of Brother Dennis in my heart and my spirit 
as a remembrance of a wonderful and extraordinary Masonic 
Brother.

Immediately upon receiving the message of the passing away of 
our Brother Dennis I sent a condolence SMS to his daughter 
Tanya and arranged a condolence flower bouquet to be sent to 
her. I thank all the brethren who could be a help to his family 
during these hard times. 

On Saturday, August 24th before the official Funeral Service, 
which took place at our Lodge, Brother Kurt Handshuh together 
with our Secretary Brother Oscar Rodriguez arranged a Skype video connection. By this I could talk 
to the family members of our Brother Dennis.  I was able to convey my personal and the Lodge’s 
condolences as well as my deepest sympathy. I also thank our Brother Kurt Handshuh and Brother 
Stephen Keller for the Masonic Funeral Service. I am sure you both did a great job.

At this moment,  I send you fraternal greetings 
from Austria, from the state of Carinzia 
(Kärnten). 
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continued (with map) 
on page 5
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As you remember, perhaps, the loss of the love of his life this year also played a huge part in his 
demise.   After Sherrie's death,  being with us was a major bright spot in his life.  Soft and safe to 
thee, my Brother, be thy resting place!  A Memorial Service was held on August 24th.  Brother Kurt 
Handshuh presided, Brother Stephen Keller served as Chaplain.  It was well-attended by both 
Brothers, family and friends of Dennis.

So far, I have four 1st Degrees planned this year. Our first was Shahram Farshadfar on August 
27th.  Salvador Sevilla will be on September 10th, Nathan Kazmer September 17th, and Matthew 
Casarez on September 24th.  We will also confer a FellowCraft and Third Degree as well before 
year's end.   Try to attend Brothers.  By now you know the significance of sideliners at a Degree.  We 
need to support the incoming Candidates as fully as possible in order to give them the Fellowship 
they seek.  A Fellowship will grow up around them only if you participate in the endeavor. 

I want to remind you to earmark the date September 27th at 6pm.  We will be presenting US 
Constitution Night for your benefit and the public at large.  Our Director of Education, PM Cesar 
Rubio, will preside along with MM Dave Mathews.  A special treat for the evening will be a 
presentation in costume of Benjamin Franklin by our very own AGL Worshipful Franklin Lee.  
Believe me when I tell you you do not want to miss this evening.

Our Brother Imanuel Eisendle will return to us from his home in Austria on September 24.  I hope 
your summer was wonderful, and I ask you to celebrate a wonderful end to my term by coming to 
Lodge.  We need your presence.  

Fraternally and sincerely,

luther Wood
Master
Palm Springs Lodge 693 
lhw1972@gmail.com  760-567-9724
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Worshipful Master: Luther Wood
760 567 9724  lhw1972@gmail.com

Senior Warden: Ted Parker
760 245 1943  tedparker93@yahoo.com

Junior Warden: Imanuel Eisendle
760 409 7062  dreisendle@dc.rr.com

Treasurer: Dan Oates  Doates818@aol.com

Secretary: Oscar Rodriguez
760 449 0147  osrocasusa@gmail.com

Chaplain: Kurt Handshuh
760-333-4410 kurtlends@gmail.com

Senior Deacon: Don Ryals
760-641-3587 iparafly@gmail.com

Junior Deacon: Dan Woodman
palaceglass.dw@gmail.com

Marshall: Don Shore
masonicbruin@gmail.com

Senior Steward: Alan Franks
dssar2003@aol.com

Junior Steward: Nathan Romero
thenathanromero1@yahoo.com

Lodge 693 2013 Officers
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september at 
our lodge 

450 s. avenida caballeros, palm springs

Tuesday September 3rd 7:30PM
Stated Meeting  Dinner served from 6:00PM

Tuesday September 10th 7:30PM
1st Degree for Mr. Salvador Sevilla Dinner served from 6:00PM

Tuesday September 17th 7:30PM
1st Degree for Mr. Nathan Kazmer Dinner served from 6:00PM

Tuesday September 24th 7:30PM
1st Degree for Mr. Matthew Casarez Dinner served from 6:00PM

Thursday September 26th 5:00PM 
Lodge 693 Hall Association Monthly Meeting  Open to all Master Masons of Lodge 693.  If anyone has 
something to be brought before the Association, please contact Brother Kurt Handshuh at least 24 hours 
in advance so the item may be placed on the the agenda.  kurtlends@gmail.com or 760-333-4410.

Friday September 27th 6:45 PM:

CONSTITUTIONAL OBSERVANCE with special guest, Brother Benjamin Franklin Cheeseburgers 
served from 6:00PM.

Assistant Grand Lecturer Franklin Lee will present, in costume, his portrayal of Brother Franklin.  Then, 
Worshipful Cesar Rubio, PM, Brother Dave Mathews, and Brother Reuben Leija will speak on the 
following:  

Freemasonry, the Founding Fathers, and the Constitution
What does the Constitution say about money?

The Federal Reserve System

This will be a special evening at Lodge 693 - be there!

The above Lodge 693 Calendar is accurate as of this Trestleboard’s publication date.  Additions and 
other changes will be announced via e-mail, www.PalmSpringsMasons.org , Twitter @Lodge693 and 
Facebook
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I’d hoped to be back in Palm Springs on September 24th, but we could not get a flight reservation on this 
date, so I had to take what the travel agency offered me. My wife Ulli and I will return to Palm Springs on 
Sunday, September 29th. I am sorry that I will miss all the Lodge activities for the week of September 24th 
until September 29th, I am looking forward seeing all of you at our Stated Meeting on Tuesday, October 
1st.
I wish the incoming seekers of Light, Mr. Shahram Farshadfar, Mr. Salvador Sevilla, Mr. Nathan Kazmer 
and Mr. Matthew Casarez all the best on their way into our fraternity. 

September looks to be a very busy month for our little Blue Lodge. I also wish all the participating officers 
wonderful degree works. I am sure you know how I miss all of you. 

I wish all of you a wonderful and peaceful time of this remaining summer.

Until we meet again on October 1st, 2013

Fraternally,
With Brotherly Love
Your Junior Warden
Imanuel Eisendle
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Thank you for taking time out of your busy schedules to attend the memorial 
service for our departed Brother Dennis Trosper Saturday afternoon.

It did my heart good to see our Blue Lodge full of loved ones, friends and 
Brethren. We had over 150 attendees in our lodge room for the service!  I know 
The family was moved with gratitude for our support and our Masonic Memorial 
for their patriarch and friend, Dennis.

As well, I extend my special personal “thank yous”  to Brother Stephen Keller 
who was superb as Chaplin and to our Worshipful Master, Luther Wood PM 
for his direction and suggestions. 

Fraternally and Sincerely,

Brother Kurt Handshuh

from brother kurt

Lodge 693 Senior Deacon, Don Ryals 
(front row, right) had the opportunity to 
visit three Lodges while visiting 
El Salvador in August.

The Lodges there don’t have visitors 
very often and Don says he was warmly 
welcomed. Don reports “they take their 
Masonic lessons very seriously and have 
lengthy discussions about the meaning 
and value of the lessons of the symbols 
and dialogue of ceremony.” 

Thanks, Brother Don, for sharing these 
beautiful pics with us!



Scottish Rite Honors for Lodge 693 Brothers

     Fraternal congratulations to Lodge 693 Brothers Jeffrey Huffman and Robert Jacob who 
have been named Knights Commander of the Court of Honor by the Valley of Palm Springs 

Scottish Rite.  It’s a rare honor, bestowed upon 32nd Degree Masons 
who have been of exceptional service to the Scottish Rite, Masonry 
in general, and/or the community.  They’ll be wearing the distinctive 
red caps of a KCCH.

     At the August Reunion held in San Bernardino, the Valley of Palm 
Springs welcomed three new SR Brothers from Lodge 693: Brothers 
Don Ryals, Bernard Shannon, and Victor DeSantis. 

     The Valley of Palm Springs Scottish Rite meets on the last 
Wednesday of each month at the Palm Springs Masonic Center on 
Avenida Caballeros.  Master Masons who’d like to learn more about 

joining the Scottish Rite should contact Brother Robert Jacob at revbobpaul@aol.com 

    Our Brother Paul Deshays from Loge Axis Mundi in Paris, France made his annual Summer 
visit to the desert once again. He spends a lot of time golfing, but always makes time to join us at 
Lodge 693.

     Brother Paul  (pictured right) was surprised to 
see us proudly sporting Masonic rings, golf shirts, 
auto emblems and the like.  In France, 
Freemasons are very discreet about their 
membership and do not make it public. 

     At Paul’s Lodge, dinner follows the meeting. 
The French people, customarily have dinner a lot 
later than we Yanks, often starting as late as 
8:30PM.  Lodge dinners are considerably more 
formal than our serve-yourself cafeteria-style 
dining!

Our French Brothers devote considerable time and 
effort to Masonic study.  Presentations on Masonic 
philosophy, symbolism, lessons, etc. are frequently 
part of Lodge meetings.

Looking forward to next Summer’s visit by Paul and his lovely wife, Sylviane!
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Nick Seneca, Trestleboard Editor
Palm Springs Masonic Center
450 S. Avenida Caballeros
Palm Springs, CA  92262


