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from the east

Brethren,

Now that we're all moving back into the light of Masonry from 
our traditional Summer darkness please find the following 
update.

As I'm sure you are aware, on August 4, 2015 The Grand 
Master of Masons in California, Most Worshipful Russell E. 
Charvonia came to our Palm Springs Lodge #693 and spoke 
with its members regarding concerns.

In very sobering, and direct terms, Most Worshipful Charvonia 
told the brethren what is required, and needed by our Lodge 
to stand in compliance with masonic regulations, as stated in 
the "California Masonic Code" (CMC) and outlined in his 
subsequent letter dated August 25, 2015 wherein he 
addressed the procedural remedies needed to continue 
operations and restore our Lodge to proper standing.

On August 17, 2015 Palm Springs Lodge #693 held a "Town Hall Meeting" to provide the brethren 
the opportunity to ask questions regarding these, and any other matters, together with recent 
history, and perhaps more importantly.....the future of their Lodge! I believe all in attendance 
agreed that progress was made, as well as the understanding of the work needed!

In an effort to move forward in a timely fashion, I've directed an e-mail blast be sent to all the 
brethren with internet accounts, and phone calls made to the remaining brethren, inviting 
questions so that all questions are addressed in a thorough and logical manner. Brother Bernard 
Shannon and in his own way Brother Victor DeSantis is offering to compile and organize the 
questions / answers. Inspector Jim Ridley PM is overseeing this work and will announce the 
date for our next "Town Hall" meeting.

continued next page

Lodge 693 Stated Meeting
September 1 at 7:30 PM

Dinner Served from 6:00
returning Chef  Brother Shahram Farshadfar prepares

Chicken and Potatoes Persian Style!
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from the east continued

The newly formed Town Hall Committees held their first meeting on Tuesday, August 25. The 
committees are Finance, Membership Retention, Fund Raising (Now titled "Fellowship"), 
Ritual and Administrative. There is also a "Special" committee. This committee was 
established for a one-time purpose specifically to assist a Masonic Widow in need, through 
Masonic Outreach Services (MOS). I'd like to thank Brother Tyler Ontiveros and Brother 
Kenny Cooper for volunteering to assist our Masonic widow and assisting MOS. Each 
Committee has a Chairman and a Secretary. Each committee will make a report at each 
Stated Meeting to inform the brethren and keep them current on all progress in these vital 
areas of Lodge Operations. The next meeting of the committees is September 8, 2015 at Palm 
Springs Lodge #693 beginning at 6pm.

On August 22nd. all area Lodges particularly those in the 830th Masonic District joined 
Inspector Jim Ridley PM at the 50 Year Masonic Pin presentation for Brother Don Clark, a 
moving experience. May the GAOTU bless Brother Don!  

At events such as this, and others, its great having brethren from all Lodges dwell together.

Please remember, "Tuesday night is Lodge night!"

Respectfully and fraternally,

Kurt Handshuh
Master

50 Year Mason, Brother Don Clark
Past Master of Oasis of Mara Lodge #735 (2002)
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from the south

Brethren,

I would like to write about compassion as a virtue, which 
defines a feeling of deep sympathy and sorrow for 
another who is stricken by misfortune, accompanied by a 
strong desire to alleviate the suffering. I am sure that 
we’ve all had the experience of being distressed and also 
being compassionate. We Masons should be the best at 
utilizing this virtue. Today our Lodge is in distress for 
reasons that have been discussed more than once. I am 
reaching out to each of  you, my Brothers, to come 
forward and "hold each others hands" and try to gave 
your best to "heal" our Lodge! We have different opinions, 
visions and desires, but let’s put all our differences aside 
and act like Brothers. Everyone has a talent to offer. We are willing to give you a green light to 
proceed and help our Lodge. You just need to show your willingness. It is easier to destroy then 
build.  Let’s not forget that we are builders. Let’s be compassionate, my Brothers.

Fraternally,

Arman Ordian
Junior Warden
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Special Notice Regarding Dues 
Increase

A previously proposed revision to our By Laws to 
increase dues for 2016 will be acted upon at our 
October 6, 2015 Stated Meeting.

There may be additional proposed revisions to 
our By Laws at our September 1, 2015 Stated 
Meeting and will not be acted upon until our 
October 6, 2015 Stated Meeting and will be 
communicated in a timely manner. 



september at 
lodge 693 

450 s. avenida caballeros, palm springs

Tue September 1st 7:30PM:  Stated Meeting Dinner served from 6:00PM.

Tue September 8th 6:00PM:  Town Hall Committee Meetings Individual Committees 6:00PM
Ritual Practice 7:30PM

Thu September 17th: Officers’ School of Instruction at Yucca Valley Lodge #802. Administrative 
and Grand Lodge procedures.

Above is the Lodge 693 Calendar as of publication date. Any additional Degrees or other activity will 
be announced by e-mail, at www.PalmSpringsMasons.org , on Twitter @Lodge693 and on Facebook 
(Palm Springs Masonic Lodge #693)
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Congratulations to Brothers Jim Kay and Ben Manniere who were recently recognized as 
50-Year Masons.

Pictured above : Inspector Jim Ridley, PM, Brother Jim, Brother Ben, Kurt Handshuh, WM 

http://www.PalmSpringsMasons.org
http://www.PalmSpringsMasons.org
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by Brother Jens Petersen, PM
A question:

How can the study of geometry, art, or architecture 
lead, in any way, to understanding and knowledge 
applicable to the application and practice of ethics 
and ethical values?

Think about this for a bit.  You approach a building 
which you have never encountered before, as you 
walk around it you observe the colors and textures of 
the exterior.  You admire the placement of the 
fenestration (windows – but more than just a hole in 
the wall) and method in which the doors seem to 
welcome you.  As you enter, the vestibule is small 
and somewhat oppressive but as you move on into 
the main hall, or room, the ceiling swells above you 
and the sunlight plays across the various surfaces 
and textures.  You suddenly understand how Frank 
Lloyd Wright was able to manipulate the senses of 
the people experiencing his building on both casual 
and on day to day association and entanglement.  
What do you unconsciously ‘take away’ with you from this experience?

Is it the same when you are in the art museums of the world and – Wow! – you are confronted with a 
work of art that you previously knew only from a brochure or old art history text book.  Now it is not a 
2”x3.226” photo it is… four feet wide and six feet 5.424” high!
[No, those are not casual arbitrary sizes, but we will get to that later.]  Again, what is the impact on 
your kinesthesia?  How do you react by this overwhelming image that you thought was, perhaps, 
only a third of that size?

Again, remember back to High School in that dusty overheated classroom on a drowsy autumn 
afternoon and the teacher is showing you how, when you have a 90 degree triangle with the base 
being twice the dimension of the height… buzzing on and on about drawing an arc from the apex 
equal to the height and swing it up to meet a point on the diagonal line… and on and on but when he 
is done with all the work and discussion you see he has created a rectangle that he referrers to as 
having the “Golden Section”, the “Golden Mean”, or the “Golden Rectangle” whose proportion you 
will find existing everywhere in nature from the nautilus shell creature to flowers and, well: just 
everywhere!  And its sides are 1:1.613 [go ahead, extrapolate that to the size of the photo in that art 
history book and the actual painting], look again at the window sizes in so many buildings, and the 
arc of a curving stairway.

the brothers’ corner
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continued next page



The thinking man; the Freemason; observes these phenomenonæ and considers what 
connections exist in geometry, art and architecture.  That, somehow, man has seen something in 
nature and that it is applicable to his art, his science, and his very life.  For example; in philosophy, 
especially that of Aristotle, the golden mean is the desirable middle between two extremes, one of 
excess and the other of deficiency. For example courage, a virtue, if taken to excess would 
manifest as recklessness and if deficient as cowardice.  Or, as the poet John Keats put it this way 
in his Ode on a Grecian Urn:

   
   “Beauty is truth, truth beauty - that is all
     Ye know on earth, and all ye need to know.”

Without being didactic, I am only offering you matter for your contemplation.  Can you now go back 
to my opening question and find some form of an answer which satisfies your journey onward in 
Freemasonry?   

Brother Jens Petersen, PM

the brothers’ corner continued

Jens Petersen is a Brother of Ionic Composite Lodge #520 in Los Angeles and Past Master of 
Wayfarer’s Lodge 1001 in Evanston, Illinois. He’s also a Past Venerable Master of the Valley of Palm 
Springs Scottish Rite and currently serves as Board Chairman of the Language and Learning 
Center in Palm Desert. Brother Jens will be recognized as a 32nd Degree Knight Commander Court 
of Honor this month.
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Lodge 693 Birthdays

  John Sanborn             Sep 2
  Dave Berg                      Sep 3
  William Aguirre               Sep 5
  Arthur Babcock Jr          Sep 9
  Kenneth Agee                Sep10
  Frank Hollister               Sep 12
  Tustin Larson                 Sep 17
  Cecil Mc Bride                Sep 20
  Alan Franks                    Sep 27



the brothers’ corner
by Brother Dan Oates
Masonic Ramblings

My official Masonic journey only started in 2004 when 
I applied for membership in Mt. View-De Anza 
Masonic Lodge #194. I had been thinking about it for 
a few years and asked a couple of friends whom I 
knew to be Masons to sponsor me. In September of 
that year I was initiated and my journey began. Or did 
it?

Virgil Oates, my father, became a Master Mason 
shortly after discharge from the Army Air Corps at the 
end of WWII. He followed his father, Thomas, into 
Masonry. Some of my earliest memories of my father 
were of his putting on a sport coat a couple of nights 
a month and going out. I now know he was attending 
Lodge in Menlo Park California. Another night during the month he would attend Scottish 
Rite in Burlingame and on another Islam Shrine in San Francisco. The 40’s and 50’s were 
busy Masonic years for my father and the beginning of my Masonic education.

Dad worked hard, 12 and 14 hour days keeping his business afloat, raising two boys with my 
mother who occasionally worked for him when the need arose and accepting my mother’s 
parents into our home for extended periods of time over the years. As the 50’s became the 
60’s we started moving around, a lot. He kept up his dues even when working two or three 
jobs and was unable to attend his various Lodges. His dues were and obligation and he 
never let an obligation go unfilled. He always had a Scottish Rite Calendar in his jacket 
pocket and a Shrine pin on his lapel. He only wore one ring, a Masonic ring.

As he got older he accompanied my Mother through Eastern Star and White Shrine, always 
supporting her rise through the chairs, still wearing that Shrine pin on his lapel. These years, 
even without my knowledge I was receiving my Masonic education. I left home in the 60’s 
and joined the Marines, never doubting I could accomplish a task set in front of me, an 
obligation. In the 70’s I got into police work, where I would spend the next thirty years. My 
Masonic education served me well there too. When a question came up as to what I should 
do it was answered by “what is the right thing to do?”

I have a few things I wish I had done better, but few that I regret for having done the wrong 
thing. One of my regrets is that I did not join a Masonic Lodge when my parents were still 
alive. I would have loved to have sat in Lodge with my dad; he’s the one who taught me what 
Masonry was about. The right answer to the question will always be Masonic because you 
know it is the right thing to do.

Dan Oates

Brother Dan Oates is Treasurer of Lodge 693
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by Brother Michael J. Sekera

Brethren, 

“But I have one more question, where were you made a Mason?" 
With that he told the young visitor to think about it because when 
he knew the answer the examiner would not have to hear it. He 
would see it in his eyes. My friend told me that after a couple of 
minutes a big smile came to his face and he looked at the 
examiner, who said: "That's right, in your heart." "Through 
Masonic teachings, good men practice love and charity. As a 
Fraternity they spend millions of dollars..." 

Freemasonry is not a religion though, in my experience, Masons 
have predominately been religious men and, for the most part, of 
the Christian faith. Through Freemasonry, however, I have had opportunity to break bread with good 
men of other than my own Christian faith. Freemasonry does not promote any one religious creed. 
All Masons believe in the Deity without reservation. However, Masonry makes no demands as to 
how a member thinks of the Great Architect of the Universe. Freemasonry is, for all its members, a 
supplement to good living which has enhanced the lives of millions who have entered its doors. 

Though it is not a religion, as such, it supplements faith in God the Creator. It is supporting of 
morality and virtue. Freemasonry has no dogma or theology. It offers no sacraments. It teaches that 
it is important for every man to have a religion of his own choice and to be faithful to it in thought and 
action. As a result, men of different religions meet in fellowship and brotherhood under the 
fatherhood of God. I think that a good Mason is made even more faithful to the tenets of his faith by 
his membership in the Lodge. 

Freemasonry is much more than a social organization. Through Masonic teachings, good men 
practice love and charity. As a Fraternity they spend millions of dollars to support hospitals, 
childhood language disorders clinics, and research into problems that plague man's physical and 
mental being. For a young person to have the opportunity to become whole and productive is to me 
exciting and wonderful. And this opportunity is given at no cost to his or her family or the state. 

Living is beautiful but sometimes life can be harsh and cruel. Whenever or wherever people are in 
need Masons are there to help. From large undertakings to the smallest of needs, Masons are 
always there, caring and serving. I have always been interested as to why Masons devote so much 
time to their Fraternity. A good answer to this question came from a Grand Master who once told me 
that he enjoys his involvement because it gives him another dimension to living. 

the brothers’ corner
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continued next page



Michael Sekera is a Brother of Lodge 693, San Jacinto/Hemet Lodge 338 and Temecula/
Catalina Lodge 524. “The Brothers’ Corner” is open to written contributions from all Masons on any 
subject of Masonic interest. If you’d like to submit an article or just some thoughts, email to 
693Trestleboard@gmail.com .

The same answer is echoed by Brethren as they meet in Lodge rooms from one end of our 
Country to the other and around the world. In my travels at home a goodly number of Freemasons 
notice my Masonic ring, which I always wear. With pride they say: "I, too, am a Freemason." To 
me, Freemasonry is one form of dedication to God and service to humanity. I too was a 
Freemason in my heart and so I will remain. I am proud of my involvement. 

Sincerely & Fraternally, 

Brother Michael J. Sekera

the brothers’ corner continued

2015	  Lodge	  693	  Officers

Worshipful	  Master	  -‐	  Kurt	  Handshuh	  760-‐333-‐4410	  kurtlends@gmail.com
Senior	  Warden	  -‐	  vacant

Junior	  Warden	  -‐	  Arman	  Ordian	  760-‐844-‐4897	  aordian@verizon.net
Treasurer	  -‐	  Dan	  Oates	  760-‐610-‐2873	  doates818@aol.com

Secretary	  -‐	  vacant
Chaplain	  -‐	  Mark	  Steiger	  310-‐658-‐0308	  marksteiger777@gmail.com
Senior	  Deacon	  -‐	  William	  Roose	  760-‐250-‐8980	  waroose@verizon.net
Junior	  Deacon	  -‐	  Robert	  Jacob	  760-‐459-‐3440	  revbobpaul@aol.com

Marshal-‐	  Ben	  Manniere	  760-‐343-‐3313	  benj@dc.rr.com
Senior	  Steward	  -‐	  David	  Mariner	  	  760-‐218-‐7536	  david.mariner77@gmail.com

Junior	  Steward	  -‐	  Randal	  Viscovich	  760-‐324-‐5142	  rviscovich@msn.com
Tiler	  -‐	  Dave	  Berg	  760-‐880-‐5916	  kingdave39@hotmail.com

Officers’	  Coach	  -‐	  Cesar	  Rubio,	  PM	  760-‐902-‐3160	  Astronomy6014@yahoo.com
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Explore the Evolution of Masonic Ritual

Have you ever thought about how today’s Masonic rituals might differ from those of the past? Have 
you wondered what a degree ceremony looked like more than 300 years ago?

This fall, all Master Masons* are invited to attend the 15th Annual California Masonic Symposium: 
The Evolution of the Masonic Ritual. Held Sept. 19 in San Francisco and Sept. 20 in Pasadena, 
guests will explore the history of the Masonic ritual – from the first evidence of the “Mason word” to 
the practices used by lodges today. REGISTER NOW.

The Symposium will include fascinating presentations by leading Masonic scholars:

• Robert G. Davis: "From a Private Social Club to an Elite Esoteric Society: The 
Influences that Moved Freemasonry out of the Profane World"
The 2008 Henry Wilson Coil lecturer and a fellow of the Institute for Masonic Studies and the 
Scottish Rite Research Society, Davis is also a member of the steering committee of the 
Masonic Information Center of the United States. He is secretary of the Guthrie Oklahoma 
Scottish Rite, a past master of three Oklahoma lodges, and the author of "The Mason's 
Words: History and Evolution of the American Masonic Ritual" and "Understanding Manhood 
in America."

• Arturo de Hoyos: "Some Little-Known Features of Early Masonic Ritual in America." 
The 2015 Henry Wilson Coil lecturer and a fellow of the Scottish Rite Research Society, de 
Hoyos is the grand archivist and grand historian of the Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, Supreme 
Council, 33°, Southern Jurisdiction. He is a renowned authority on the history and rituals of 
the Scottish Rite and most other Masonic organizations. A past master of McAllen Lodge No. 
1110 in Texas, he will be made a fellow of the Institute for Masonic Studies during the 
Symposium.

These presentations will be complemented by in-depth panel discussions, moderated by Past Grand 
Masters John L. Cooper III and R. Stephen Doan.

And, each session will conclude with a live exemplification of how a man was made a Mason in the 
manner suggested through the “Edinburgh Register House Manuscript” of 1696 and other early 
sources.

Don’t miss this this opportunity to immerse yourself in the history of Masonic ritual, while connecting 
with Masonic scholars near you! REGISTER TODAY.

JUST ADDED: At 5:00 p.m., Division 3 Masons will host a Brotherhood Degree Exemplification. Join 
us for this multi-cultural demonstration of the Entered Apprentice Degree. A potluck dinner will follow. 
The Brotherhood Degree Exemplification is open to members of all degree levels.

* Due to the subject matter of the presentation and degrees, this Symposium is open to 
Master Masons only.

http://masons.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT00NTkzMzc3JnA9MSZ1PTg0NjkyMTUxMiZsaT0yOTM3MDM0Nw/index.html
http://masons.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT00NTkzMzc3JnA9MSZ1PTg0NjkyMTUxMiZsaT0yOTM3MDM0Nw/index.html
http://masons.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT00NTkzMzc3JnA9MSZ1PTg0NjkyMTUxMiZsaT0yOTM3MDM0Nw/index.html
http://masons.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT00NTkzMzc3JnA9MSZ1PTg0NjkyMTUxMiZsaT0yOTM3MDM0Nw/index.html
http://masons.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT00NTkzMzc3JnA9MSZ1PTg0NjkyMTUxMiZsaT0yOTM3MDM0Nw/index.html
http://masons.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT00NTkzMzc3JnA9MSZ1PTg0NjkyMTUxMiZsaT0yOTM3MDM0Nw/index.html

